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Researcher Consent Form
Processing of personal data in an FSPS application
To be read and signed by the candidate before the host university sends or collects any personal data. The host university collects the signed form and attaches it to the application.

The Finnish Scholar Protection Scheme (FSPS) funds Finnish universities to employ scholars at risk. A Finnish university that wishes to host you applies to FSPS on your behalf. This form explains what personal data the application contains, why it is needed, who sees it and what your rights are. Processing is based on your consent. Please read it together with the UniPID privacy notice (FSPS section).
1. Who is responsible for your data
	Controller
	Role
	Contact

	Your host university: 


	Collects your data, prepares and submits the application, carries out the risk assessment and keeps any evidence of risk until the end of the call.
	Contact person and data protection officer of the host university: 



	University of Eastern Finland (UEF), which hosts UniPID and FSPS
	Keeps the FSPS applicant register and organises the evaluation and funding decision.
	FSPS@uef.fi 
Data protection officer: tietosuoja@uef.fi


2. Why your data is processed
1. to check that you meet the eligibility criteria, to evaluate and rank the application and to confirm the risk level;
1. to decide on funding and inform the host university of the decision;
1. if the application is funded: to conclude the funding agreement with the host university, to pay and follow up the funding, and to report on the use of the funding to the funder;
1. to follow up and evaluate the scheme, using anonymised information only.
3. What data is processed
	Category
	Data

	Identity and contact
	Name, e-mail, telephone, place of residence, gender, date of birth, citizenship, copy of a valid identification document

	Family situation
	Marital status, number of underage dependants and household members relocating with you. Used only to plan relocation and residence permits.

	Residence
	Country of residence, residence status and its validity, date of leaving your country of origin, date of arrival, copy of a current residence permit (if any)

	Academic
	Degrees, doctoral certificate and transcript, CV, publication list, most recent affiliation, research field and research plan

	Risk
	Your Scholars at Risk (SAR) or Scholar Rescue Fund (SRF) status decision, if you have one. A short description of your circumstances: country of origin, current residence status and whether you risk being returned. Where the host university assesses the risk itself, information or evidence to establish your risk status

	Employment and funding
	Planned employment period, salary and budget, and any other funding decisions you hold (such as SRF decision)


Special categories of data. The Risk Level Assessment Form may involve information relating to special categories of personal data, such as political opinions, religious or philosophical beliefs, ethnic origin, health, or sex life or sexual orientation, where relevant to the risk you may face. The form itself does not ask you to identify a specific religion, sexual orientation, or other sensitive characteristic by name. Instead, it collects information about your circumstances in more general or typological terms.
Where such information is relevant to assessing your individual risk, it is processed by your applicant university as part of its risk assessment. A short explanation of your circumstances is also shared with the FSPS for the purposes of assessing the risk. This explanation may refer to a relevant characteristic in general terms (for example, a reference to your religious identity) without specifying further details. Such data is processed as detailed as you define and only with your explicit consent (section 9) and only to assess the risk you face.
Evidence of risk is not sent to FSPS. Documents such as police or court records, threats or medical records stay with the host university and are deleted once the call has ended. Do not include information that the application does not ask for.
4. Legal basis
Your consent (GDPR Article 6(1)(a)) and, for special categories of data, your explicit consent (Article 9(2)(a)). Giving consent is voluntary, but without it the application cannot be submitted or assessed. If you are funded, some data must also be kept to meet legal obligations such as accounting and archiving rules (Article 6(1)(c)).
5. Who can see your data
1. staff of the host university who prepare the application and assess the risk;
1. the FSPS coordination team at UEF;
1. the members of the FSPS Steering Committee, each bound by a signed declaration of confidentiality;
1. the funder, only if you are funded, and only the information needed to report on the use of the funding. The funder does not receive your application.
Your data is not published, is not transferred outside the EU/EEA and is not used for automated decision-making. You are identified publicly as a scholar at risk only if you give separate, express consent to this.
6. How your data is protected
Documents are submitted through a secure, encrypted web form and stored in access-controlled systems. FSPS receives only a summary of the risk assessment; supporting evidence of risk is not stored in the FSPS register. Access is limited to the people listed above. Where possible, a case identifier is used instead of your name, for example in evaluation documents.
7. How long your data is kept
FSPS only keeps your data for the duration of the scheme (2026–2030) and after that for the period required by law, the funder's rules or UEF's records management plan. Data that is no longer needed is deleted or anonymised, such as your application data. The host university keeps its own copies according to its own rules.
8. Your rights
You may ask to see the data held about you, have it corrected, deleted or its processing restricted, and receive it in a portable format. You may withdraw your consent at any time by writing to FSPS@uef.fi and to your host university. Withdrawal does not affect processing carried out before it, but an application whose consent has been withdrawn can no longer be assessed. You may also lodge a complaint with the Office of the Data Protection Ombudsman (tietosuoja.fi). Read more about your rights here.
9. Consent
☐  I have read this form and the UniPID privacy notice (FSPS section), and I have had the opportunity to ask questions.
☐  I consent to my personal data being processed by the host university and by UEF for the purposes described in this form.
☐  I explicitly consent to the processing of the special categories of personal data that are included in my risk assessment, for the purpose of assessing the risk I face.

Name (as in identity document):  ________________________________________________
Place and date:  ____________________________     Signature:  ______________________________
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