
                  

 

 

        PARTNERSHIP DIALOGUES BETWEEN AFRICAN AND FINNISH HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTES  

 

 

The Finnish University Network for International Development (UniPID) and Global Innovation Network for 

Teaching and Learning (GINTL) Africa Network aim to increase global academic cooperation and integrate 

Global South voices and perspectives into the work of the Finnish higher education institutions (HEIs).  

  

Strong collaborative, participative ties, and understanding of the local contexts, in which Finland also 

aims in the national policy papers (e.g. Finland’s Africa Strategy), are crucial for addressing the global, yet 

locally bound, phenomenon, such as global learning crisis. This initiative aims to strengthen and enhance 

the impact of Finnish activities in the field of education and global development.   

  

This initiative builds upon the existing, formal and informal partnerships between Finnish and African HEIs 

and researchers. Through the partnership dialogues, the needs, perspectives, and experiences of African 

partners are included in collaboration in a more coordinated manner, with the aim to strengthen the 

crucial knowledge and understanding needed for more responsible global academic collaboration 

between Finnish and African higher education institutions.   
 

Goals:  

• Bring forth African perspectives relative to Finland’s work in the field of education and 

development  
• Support Finland’s policy planning, and strengthen and find new ways for global 

collaboration in education and learning between Finland and partner countries in the Global 

South  
• Include perspectives and experiences of African HEIs in collaboration mechanisms, 

initiatives, and strategies between Finland and partner countries in Africa  

  

This collaborative initiative promotes dialogue, discussions, sharing of ideas and perspectives. At the first 

stage, we invite Universities in African countries who have partnerships with Finnish Universities to share 

their views of partnerships. Additionally, a visit of an African HEI delegation to Finland will be organized in 

the spring 2022. During the visit, a stakeholder event will be organized that will bring together 

representatives of the partner universities from Africa to share experiences and expertise of HEI 

collaboration with stakeholder groups in Finland. These dialogues will contribute to the strategic planning 

of partnerships between institutions and feed into the national roadmap work for education cooperation 

currently under preparation.   

  

UniPID and GINTL believe that dialogue like this is of crucial importance for building trust and inclusion. 

By bringing actors together, including and engaging participants in dialogue, it is possible to build mutually 

beneficial, long-lasting and sustainable collaboration.   

  
 
  
Want to hear more? Be in contact with:   
 

Meeri Tiensuu, Education Support Specialist, UniPID, meeri.tiensuu@helsinki.fi  

Hanna Posti-Ahokas, University Researcher, GINTL, hanna.posti-ahokas@helsinki.fi   
 

https://www.unipid.fi/
https://www.helsinki.fi/en/cooperation/international-cooperation/global-impact#:~:text=GINTL%20is%20a%20global%20pilot,Jyv%C3%A4skyl%C3%A4%20coordinates%20cooperation%20with%20India.
mailto:meeri.tiensuu@helsinki.fi
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