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Circular Plastics 

The FinCEAL+ travel grant gave me possibility to participate the third Indonesian Circular Economy Forum 

(ICEF, https://indonesiacef.id/) held in Jakarta 11th and 12th of November 2019. The forum is organised by the 

Greenstation Foundation. The third ICEF event gathered approximately 400 participants interested in the 

latest developments and practices of sustainable resource utilisation. Sixty speakers all around the World 

presented state-of-the-art in circular economy technologies and practices in variety of business areas ranging 

from construction sector to tourism. From Finland, there was two speakers: Daniel Kauffmann from SITRA 

and myself. In addition, Finland was well represented in audience, as for example Ambassador of Finland in 

Indonesia, Mr. Jari Sinkari took part to the forum. Embassy of Finland was one of the sponsors for the ICEF. 

I had my speech in session entitled Circular Economy Inspirations from Europe - Session I: Innovation & 

Technology on day one of the Forum. The title of my presentation was Circular Plastics, and my key message 

was to tell about the good practices in Europe and in Finland to increase recycling of thermoplastic materials. 

Many issues related to waste management as well as to the way materials are utilized and treated after usage 

are very much depending on the cultural background. So, it is seldom possible transfer good practices of one 

country directly to another country and make them work as such. This can been seen even in Europe, where 

different countries have very different solutions for waste management and methods to increase recycling 

of different materials. On the other hand, good examples can serve as source of inspiration when creating 

new solutions by integrating the best features and leaving the less favourable aside. 

The awareness of plastic waste problem and its causes have risen in Indonesia. The ICEF events have had also 

their positive effect on the development. There is increasing number of initiatives to clean environment from 

plastic waste. Also actions have been taken to prevent plastic waste to leak into nature. One big step towards 

better future is that through a presidential decree, the government has stated a national goal to cut plastic 

waste leakage by 70 % by 2025. This requires coordinated actions in many sectors and utilisation of state-of-

the-art technologies. Most importantly, the goal needs changes in everyday life of people and people’s 

attitudes to plastic products and waste. The value of plastics as materials and how plastic products should be 

treated in their end-of-life are the key factors to enable circular economy happen. The Greestation 

Foundation and especially its founder Mohamad Bijaksana Junerosano are in great role in Indonesia to realise 

the objectives to decrease waste leakage. 

New developments are needed also in Europe to facilitate circularity of plastics. The European Commission 

has set targets for EU. To achieve these goals, new technologies and procedures are needed. The knowledge 

transfer and open discussion helps to create general solutions which can be adopted globally and adjusted 

to the local needs.  

VTT is developing new technologies and procedures for circular economy solutions. Our team takes part in 

development novel thermoplastic materials which are designed to be circular. This is one of needed steps  
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toward circular economy of plastics. The ICEF indicated that the change for better is on the way with this 

global challenge.  

I want to express my gratitude to FinCEAL+ for the opportunity for me to participate in the third ICEF and 

bring the Finnish way to do things visible. 

 

Tommi Vuorinen 

Research Team Leader, Material processing and circular solutions, VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland 

Ltd. 

 

 

The Speakers of the Circular Economy Inspirations from Europe - Session I: Innovation & Technology on day one of the Forum. Second from the 

left Dr. Harald Frank (One Earth One Ocean), in the middle Prof. Kannan Govindan (University of Southern Denmark), second from the right Dr. 

Tommi Vuorinen (VTT). Picture by ICEF. 

 

 


