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FOREWORD 
2021 was a year of great changes for our network, Finnish University 

Partnership for International Development (UniPID). For the first time, 

UniPID changed its host university, which brought about a physical and 

administrative move of the coordination unit from the University of 

Jyväskylä to the University of Helsinki. The move was accompanied with 

the nomination of a new UniPID board, engaging a great variety of 

representatives from the member universities, added with the 

recruitment of new team members to the Coordination Unit. Throughout 

the year, we strengthened the sense of community in this new setting by 

defining new ways of working, joint goals, and concrete initiatives 

towards stronger integration of global responsibility the member 

universities’ actions.  

Another turning point in UniPID’s history was marked also in 2021 as the 

FinCEAL initiative came to an end after 8 years of activity. FinCEAL 

provided significant support to the Finnish scientific community and their 

research partnerships with counterparts in Africa, Asia, and Latin 

America and the Caribbean. The lessons learned from FinCEAL will surely 

carry fruits for the internationalization of Finnish academia for years to 

come, and we will keep bringing them forward to the national 

programme planning for global academic partnerships. 

The COVID-19 pandemic restrictions and recommendations continued 

to impact UniPID’s activities throughout 2021. All board meetings, 

events, and most coordination and collaboration meetings were held 

online. It was not possible to award UniPID seminar grants, and our 

participation in events was also limited to online platforms.  

Despite these changes and uncertain times, UniPID adjusted 

successfully and kept working on key strategic actions, mainly looking 

for ways to better integrate more responsible global perspectives and 

partnerships on sustainable development in the member universities’ 

work. Our actions in 2021 made again evident the value of collaboration 

and multistakeholder platforms for building frameworks and tools for 

more responsible and fair global academic partnerships. Our dedication 

and efforts are paying off, opening new doors and strengthening others. 

Studying the national funding landscape and defining good practices for 

more responsible programmes for Global South partnerships, facilitating 

collaboration for research-based development policy, contributing to the 

implementation plan of Finland’s Africa Strategy, initiating collaboration 

with the Finnish National Board of Research Integrity and with the 

Finnish HEIs Global networks, and harvesting synergies to create an 

introductory course on the essentials of development studies are just a 

few examples of these achievements.  

Our near future comes with the implementation of various collaborations 

to materialize the positive impact of learning and co-creation of 

knowledge on development, of academia - policy dialogue, and of more 

equitable global academic partnerships to achieve the global goals of 

sustainable development.  

As UniPID lives from the spirit of collaboration, 

our activities are enriched by the dialogue 

with our partners and stakeholders. We want 

to thank you for your collaboration in 2021 

and we look forward to engaging with you 

also in the future. We are also happy to invite 

you to join us in the celebration of UniPID’s 

20th Anniversary in 2022! 

 

Johanna Kivimäki, 

UniPID Director 
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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 Member University Engagement and Strategic 

Development 

UniPID Board met online five times during 2021. The annual Board 

Planning Days were organized online and focused on defining new 

approaches for cooperation with member universities and planning ways 

to support responsible academic collaboration and integration of 

perspectives from the Global South. The Working Groups supported the 

definition of the learning goals for the Sustainability in Development 

study module, selected new Virtual Studies courses, developed UniPID’s 

approach to research ethics and integrity, crafted the indicators for 

UniPID strategy, and oversaw UniPID’s participation in external funding 

proposals. Funding was secured to continue collaboration with the 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs (MFA) on the management of commissioned 

studies in support of development policy. UniPID received also a grant to 

collaborate with the Finnish HEIs Global Innovation Network for Teaching 

and Learning (GINTL) to strengthen mutual collaboration between the 

Finnish and African higher education institutes.  

1.2 Education Support 

UniPID offered 16 Virtual Studies courses and there were 421 course 

completions by students in 2021. The courses attracted considerable 

interest and the number of registrations was significantly higher than 

could be admitted to the courses. The 2021 Call for Course Proposal 

attracted 17 applications, of which four were granted funding. UniPID 

Virtual Studies Feedback report 2016-2020 was done during 2021, 

indicating that the UniPID courses continue to be considered of high 

quality. The Master’s award in Development Studies competition 

attracted 23 thesis submissions by students from six UniPID member 

universities.  

1.3 Research Support 

In 2021, UniPID identified new ways to collaborate with member 

universities in their paths to strengthen their global academic 

partnerships. Collaboration was initiated with relevant global pilot 

networks to develop joint training to support Finnish HEIs’ responsible 

Global South partnerships. A new collaboration with the Finnish National 

Board on Research Integrity (TENK) opened doors to create 

complementary ethical guidelines to address specifically Global South 

related research and partnership. The FinCEAL initiative came to an end 

after 8 years of support for partnership building. UniPID kept on 

engaging as a mediator and facilitator within the European Union's long-

term partnership with Africa framework, specifically strengthening 

platforms and mechanisms to facilitate cooperation in research and 

innovation on renewable energy, and food and nutrition security and 

sustainable agriculture. The Finnish development research doctoral 

network (DocNet) was relaunched.  

1.4 Policy Dialogue 

UniPID took part in a number of national and international policy 

dialogue processes and activities in 2021. Nationally, UniPID’s major 

policy contributions focused on planning a globally responsible 

programme in the frame of the Ministry of Education and Culture’s 

(MINEDU) Forum for International Policies in Higher Education and 

Research (KV-foorumi), on the management of commissioned studies 

for the MFA, and on contributing to the national Coordination group on 

education in developing countries. UniPID also contributed actively to 
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Finland’s Africa Strategy process, participating in various stakeholder 

consultations, and delivering written comments. Internationally, 

UniPID’s policy work focused on the AU-EU High Level Policy Dialogue on 

Science, Technology, and Innovation and its Research and Innovation 

Partnerships on Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture 

and Climate Change and Sustainable Energy. 

1.5 Events 

As the biggest event of the year, in December 2021, UniPID organized a 

webinar on How to foster responsible and fair global academic 

partnerships, gathering over 100 participants to engage in a discussion 

on approaches and practical tools for partnership building. UniPID also 

co-organized a panel discussion From research-based knowledge to 

sustainable societies - How to best advance researchers’ cooperation 

with decision makers, private sector and civil society? in the context of 

the Latin American CILAC Conference 2021. In addition, UniPID co-

organized a virtual Europe-Africa Stakeholder Engagement Week and 

participated in various events, highlighting the importance of equitable 

partnerships and the need for spaces and platforms for 

multistakeholder engagement. 

1.6 UniPID Communications 

UniPID published and implemented its Communications Strategy. The 

Network significantly increased its presence in social media channels 

and developed new ways for more content creation. As in previous years, 

information about Virtual Studies courses and funding opportunities 

drove stakeholders to the UniPID website. Significant effort was also put 

to planning and producing   UniPID’s 20th anniversary campaign for 

2022.  

 

1.7 2021 in Numbers 
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1 Member universities: Aalto University, Tampere University, University of 

Eastern Finland, University of Helsinki, University of Jyväskylä, University of 

Lapland, University of Oulu, University of Turku, Åbo Akademi University 

2 MEMBER UNIVERSITY 

ENGAGEMENT AND 

STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT 
UniPID is a network of Finnish universities1, established in 2002 to 

strengthen the integration of global responsibility and Global South 

perspectives in universities’ interdisciplinary education, research, and 

societal impact activities. UniPID also promotes universities’ 

international partnerships in support of sustainable development 

pathways. In 2021, the UniPID network comprised nine member 

universities and was coordinated by the University of Helsinki for the first 

year of its 4-year coordination period.   
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UniPID’s core budget is based on annual fees paid by member 

universities and the expenditures totalled 125 704€ in 2021. In 

addition, UniPID coordinated and implemented a great variety of project 

activities with funding from the MINEDU, Horizon 2020, and the MFA. 

UniPID’s coordination was transferred to the University of Helsinki in the 

beginning of 2021. Throughout the year, the Coordination Unit staff 

dedicated considerable effort to planning and implementing the 

recruitments, administrative arrangements, and agreements to enable 

the transfer process and continuity of UniPID actions. 

2.1 UniPID Board Meetings 

In the beginning of 2021, a new UniPID board2 started their three-year 

term. The UniPID Board held five meetings in 2021. Member 

universities’ representation was comprehensive, and the 

representatives remained active throughout the year. Due to the COVID-

19 pandemic, all five meetings were held online. 

Meeting 

platform 
Date 

Board 

members 

present 

Represented 

member 

universities 

Represented 

observer 

members  

Teams 10.2.2021 17 9 2 

Teams 8.4.2021 19 9 2 

Teams 9.6.2021 11 9 1 

Zoom 28.9.2021 14 8 2 

Teams 16.12.2021 14 8 1 

 

2 UniPID board consists of representatives of each member university, as well 

as observer members from the National Union of University Students in Finland 

2.2 UniPID Planning Days 2021 

The annual UniPID Planning Days are the most important Board activity 

of the year. The sessions facilitate the planning and prioritizing of 

UniPID’s strategic actions for the future. In 2021, the Planning Days 

were organized in three thematic sessions during 26-27 of August, held 

online in Zoom. The different sessions gathered between 7 to 11 board 

members, in addition to the four Coordination Unit staff members. 

In the first session on UniPID’s member university engagement, after 

replanning the board’s ways of working, the focus was directed to 

planning UniPID's approaches for cooperation with the member 

universities' same minded initiatives. The relevant actors in member 

universities were mapped and a workshop was organized to brainstorm 

on the expected cooperation benefits for UniPID and its member 

universities, and UniPID’s potential role and approach in cooperation. 

The workshop concluded that UniPID supports member universities’ 

aims to be recognized globally and provides shared tools for building 

stronger and more responsible partnerships with the Global South. On 

one hand, UniPID can provide an expert forum for those initiatives and 

actors that already collaborate with the Global South and on the other, 

introduce Global South perspectives to those lacking this collaboration. 

Priority was given especially on developing collaboration with the 

university leadership, and with the Finnish HEIs’ recently established 

global pilot networks.  

The member universities’ initiatives identified as relevant for UniPID 

collaboration are summarized in the table below:  

(SYL) and United Nations University, World Institute for Development Economics 

Research (UNU-WIDER). UniPID board members: 

https://www.unipid.fi/unipid/contacts/board/  

https://www.unipid.fi/unipid/contacts/board/
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University networks and collaborations University-specific actions 

• Partnerships in the strategic global 

pilots: 

- FICORE: India Finnish Consortia 

for Research and Education  

- GINTL: Global Innovation 

Network for Teaching and 

Learning, Africa   

- FAPI: Finland-Africa Platform for 

Innovation 

- SAFINET: Southern African and 

Finnish HE Institutions’ Network 

for Health and Wellbeing   

- EDUCASE platform 

• Partnerships in other relevant 

international HE and research 

networks 

• Study/course collaborations (e.g. 

Climate University), also 

multisectoral 

• Unifi's theses on sustainable develo

pment and responsibility, and 

relevant working groups 

• Relevant study programmes, 

summer schools 

• University wide sustainability 

initiatives (e.g. HELSUS/UH, 

Wisdom/JY) 

• Other programmes with GS 

dimension (e.g. UH Africa 

programme, 

research/student mobility 

programmes) 

• Universities’ relevant 

profiling areas (e.g. minority 

research) 

• Universities’ internal 

strategic development 

initiatives (e.g. 

kv/sustainability/responsibil

ity) 

• Commercial projects and 

activities (e.g. education 

export and related) 

The second session concentrated on planning of a training related to the 

ethics of academic collaboration with partners from the Global South. A 

virtual roundtable was organized to plan the contents of a realistic, 

effective, and useful training for academics in Finland, considering the 

target groups, topics, focus and possible case examples for the training. 

The discussion led to the idea to draft a cooperation proposal for a joint 

training to the global pilot networks.  

The last session focused on mapping good practices for how to integrate 

Global South partners' perspectives in programme planning both in 

UniPID’s own actions and as part of our inputs to other processes. The 

workshop focused on concrete example activities to identify potential 

partners, good practices, and next steps to be taken by UniPID. The ideas 

generated in the session have been directly applicable in Coordination 

Unit’s day-to-day work to improve the selected activities. 

2.3 Working Group Activities 

The UniPID Board convenes working groups to support the 

implementation of the network’s strategic priorities and guide its 

activities throughout the year. The new board confirmed the selection of 

working groups and signed in them in the beginning of the year. 

In the spring, the Virtual Studies working group planned and 

implemented the selection of the Virtual Studies courses to be funded 

in 2021, on the basis of the call for course proposals launched in the 

end of 2020. In the fall, the working group defined the learning goals for 

the Sustainability in Development –study module and planned the call 

for course proposals to be funded in 2022, which was launched in 

December. The working group also reviewed the Student Feedback 

Report 2016-2020.  

The Projects working group supports UniPID’s participation in externally 

funded projects. The working group was consulted and approved 

UniPID’s participation and role in one consortium responding to a 

Horizon 2020 call for proposals in 2021. The proposal, an Innovation 

Action, aimed to build a multistakeholder approach to innovation to 

identify, formulate, implement, and validate a comprehensive 

framework for the renewable energy systems.  

An ad hoc working group was formed to support UniPID’s activities and 

response to the implementation of Finland’s Africa Strategy. The 

Working Group developed a UniPID Discussion Paper to spark critical 

thinking and discussion around the Strategy, which was shared with the 

https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/2046/unipid_discussion_paper_on_finlands_africa_strategy.pdf
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MINEDU and disseminated widely to stakeholders along with an 

invitation to comment on the paper.  

An ad hoc working group was established to plan UniPID’s approach to 

the ethical guidelines for global south partnerships. The working group 

developed a proposal to the TENK for creating complementary 

guidelines for TENK’s national guidelines, to address specifically Global 

South related research and collaboration.  

In the end of the year, an ad hoc working group for UniPID indicators 

supported the Coordination Unit in creating indicators for UniPID 

strategy. The working group for Member University Engagement was not 

active in 2021, but the topic was discussed, and initiatives were planned 

in the UniPID Planning Days in August. A joint working group with the 

Finnish Society for Development Research (FSDR) planned the activities 

of the relaunched DocNet in the fall.  

In addition to the joint working group, UniPID continued its close 

cooperation with the FSDR throughout 2021 also in other actions. As in 

previous years, the UniPID director acted as a member of the society’s 

board. During the fall 2021, UniPID and FSDR also cooperated in the 

selection of the candidates for the Master’s Award in Development 

Studies, and planned collaboration for the Development Days 

Conference 2022.  

2.4 Funding Applications 

In January 2021, UniPID received a positive response to a tender for the 

Commissioned Studies Mechanism to manage development policy 

related commissioned studies, submitted to the MFA in December 

2020. The collaboration with the MFA was negotiated through the 

beginning of the year, leading to a two-year contract starting from the 

beginning of April 2021. 

To further develop the network’s external funding, UniPID was involved 

as a partner institution in one project application in 2021. The 

application, responding to the topic LC-GD-2-3-2020 Accelerating the 

green transition and energy access Partnership with Africa examined 

the need for demonstrating innovative sustainable energy solutions that 

consider climate adaptation and mitigation potential compared other 

technologies/solutions in the African social, economic, and 

environmental contexts. The proposal, AU/EU partnership for the 

transition towards sustainable energy solutions (AURORA) was not 

granted funding. UniPID’s role in the proposed project was to contribute 

to the dissemination and science diplomacy actions of the project.  

In November, UniPID also responded to GINTL (Global Innovation 

Network for Teaching and Learning) Call for proposals to strengthen 

mutual collaboration between the Finnish HEIs and HEIs and other key 

collaborators in Africa. The proposal was granted funding, and in the 

spring 2022 UniPID will be cooperating with the member universities 

that are involved in the GINTL Africa network to organise a visit of an 

African HEI delegation to Finland.   

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-gd-2-3-2020
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-gd-2-3-2020
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3 EDUCATION SUPPORT 
UniPID supports multidisciplinary studies in global development through 

the Virtual Studies Programme, the Sustainability in Development study 

module, and the Master’s Award in Development Studies. During 2021, 

UniPID offered 16 Virtual Studies courses, which attracted great interest, 

as much more students applied for the courses than could be admitted. 

16 students completed the Sustainability in Development study module, 

and 23 students participated in the Master’s Awards. These activities 

have continued to highlight Finnish universities’ specific areas of 

expertise related to global development and offer opportunities for 

students to specialize and learn about global challenges.  
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3.1 UniPID Virtual Studies 

One of UniPID’s main activities is to offer virtual courses on global 

sustainable development, with a specific focus on Global South 

perspectives, to students from UniPID member universities. In 2021, a 

total of 16 UniPID Virtual Studies courses were offered – 11 in the spring 

semester and 5 in the fall semester (of which, one course was offered 

twice). Additionally, two courses began in the fall semester that ran until 

February 2022 (these two courses are not included in this reporting).  

There is great interest in the UniPID courses. A reflection of that is that 

more than 750 applications were submitted by students to courses that 

took place in 2021.The courses were organised by seven UniPID 

member universities, and students from all nine member universities 

completed courses. In addition, students from partner universities from 

the Global South also completed UniPID courses.  

In total, there were 421 UniPID course completions by students in 2021. 

It should be noted that in some cases, students from member 

universities register through their university’s own registration system 

instead of UniPID’s system, thus missing from the UniPID course 

completion statistics.  

3.1.1 UniPID Virtual Studies Study Module: Sustainability in 

Development  

UniPID and its member universities offer a study module (formerly called 

"minor programme") in development studies titled Sustainability in 

Development for students who want to incorporate global challenges 

and sustainable development knowledge into their degree. The module 

is comprised of at least five courses worth 5 ECTS each for a minimum 

total of twenty-five (25) ECTS credits. Students are free to choose 

courses from the course catalogue to tailor an individualized study 

programme.   

In total, there were 16 students who completed the Sustainability in 

Development Study Module in 2021. Additionally, there were more than 

35 students who registered for the module in 2021, meaning that they 

are planning to finish the module during the upcoming semesters. 

Registration for the module is continuous.  

3.1.2 UniPID Virtual Studies Call for Course Proposals 2021 

The UniPID courses are selected through an open, annual call for course 

proposals. The amount of funding is 6 500 € for new courses and 4 500 

€ for updating existing courses. Courses must be offered three times and 

in consecutive academic years, unless otherwise agreed. 

In 2021, the call attracted proposals for 15 new courses and 2 for 

updating a course that has been previously offered via uniPID. The 

proposals were evaluated by the UniPID Board’s Virtual Studies Working 

Group, and the final funding decisions were made by the UniPID Board. 

Based on the proposal made by the Working Group, the Board reached 

a decision to fund the following courses with a total funding of 24000 €: 

https://www.unipid.fi/students/virtual-studies/
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Course title 
Responsible 

university 
Category  Funding  

Decolonising Sustainable 

Development? Introductory lessons 

from the Global South 

University of 

Eastern 

Finland 

New  6 500 €  

Global Extractivisms and 

Alternatives  

University of 

Helsinki 
New  6 500 €  

Social Movements in the Global 

South  

University of 

Helsinki 
New  6 500 €  

Concepts of Sustainability 
Åbo Akademi 

University  
Updated 4 500 €  

 

Additionally, the Board decided that the Coordination Unit can start 

discussing the possibility of providing an introduction to development 

course for UniPID directly with those member universities that offer a 

development studies programme. The discussions started during the fall 

2021, and the work continues.  

3.1.3 Virtual Studies Quality Management 

The internal evaluation of the UniPID Virtual Studies 2016-2020 was 

done during the summer and fall 2021. The full report is planned to be 

published in February 2022. According to the evaluation, the students 

have a positive general experience with the Virtual Studies programme. 

Students strongly agree that their understanding of global development 

and sustainability increases when compared with their prior knowledge 

before taking the course. Many students praised the group interactivities 

as their most favourite learning experience during the courses. 

Additionally, frequently mentioned factors contributing to students’ 

positive experience include the flexibility of online learning, and the 

variety of different learning methods.  

Course title Host University 

Curriculum Development for Climate Change 

Education in Global South 
Tampere University 

Social Protection and Health Tampere University 

Ecosystem Restoration in the Tropics and 

Climate Change 

University of Eastern 

Finland 

Decolonizing Sustainable Development? 

Introductory lessons from the Global South 

University of Eastern 

Finland 

Introduction to Global Development and 

Sustainability 

University of 

Helsinki 

Mixed Methods Research in Development 

Studies 

University of 

Helsinki 

Introduction to Development Economics 
University of 

Helsinki 

Contemporary Environmental Conflicts (offered 

twice) 

University of 

Helsinki 

Social Movements in the Global South 
University of 

Helsinki 

Towards Sustainable Development Goals: the 

Nexus of Water, Food and Energy 

University of 

Jyväskylä  

Global Education Development University of Oulu 

Climate Change and Trade in the Global South University of Turku 

Globalisation and Corporate Responsibility University of Turku 

Concepts of Sustainability 
Åbo Akademi 

University  

Migration, Development and Human Rights 
Åbo Akademi 

University 
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The student feedback report suggests that most of the students indeed 

had positive learning experiences, useful for their studies or career 

aspirations. However, also some criticism was given by the students, 

including the lack of feedback from course instructions and the quality 

of course materials and pedagogy. In order to learn from the students’ 

feedback and enhance the quality of the UniPID Virtual Studies, these 

notions will be considered when planning the activities for 2022.  

As part of the quality management, UniPID organised a workshop for all 

the UniPID course teachers in August 2021. In the workshop, teachers 

were provided with an opportunity to share their best practices for online 

teaching and ideas and experiences from their courses. On the basis of 

the workshop, the communication with the teachers was developed and 

best practices were collected and later shared with everyone together 

with other extra material for the teachers.  

UniPID has also followed up with the UniPID teachers piloting course 

cooperation with their partners from the Global South and a meeting with 

them was held during the fall 2021. In the meeting with the teachers, 

good practices and lessons learnt were shared for the next course round 

in 2022.  

3.2 Master’s Award in Development Studies 

UniPID and the Finnish Society for Development Research (FSDR) hand 

out an annual prize to accomplished theses related to the field of global 

development studies. The recipient of the prize receives a sum of 1000 

€, and one to three runners-up receive honorary mentions. The aim of 

the award is to promote interdisciplinary development research 

conducted in UniPID member universities. 

Since the award was not handed out in 2020, theses completed during 

the past two years (1.8.2019-31.7.2021) were eligible for the award. In 

total, 23 students participated in the competition for the 2021 Master’s 

Award in Development Studies. The students represented a wide range 

of disciplines and six different UniPID member universities. The quality 

of theses was very high, and finally, four theses were forwarded by the 

pre-selection committee to the final round of evaluations.  

The Master’s Award Committee 2021 consisted of Professor Liisa 

Laakso from the University of Helsinki, who also acted as the chair, 

Professor emerita Marja Järvelä from the University of Jyväskylä, and 

Senior Adviser Martti Eirola from the MFA. The Award Committee made 

the final selection of the winner. UniPID served as the secretary of the 

award. The winner and the honorary mentions of the Master’s Award 

2021 are planned to be announced in February in the Development 

Days Conference 2022. Nina Simberg-Koulumies's thesis, The political 

economy of ending the fossil fuel era: Lessons from the Lake Turkana 

Wind Power Project in Kenya, was awarded as the winner of the Master’s 

Award 2021. Additionally, the Award committee presented the 

certificates of honor to Saana Hokkanen for the thesis Distorted 

imaginaries in a world of crisis: a world-ecological analysis of the 

imaginaries at the root of United Nations’ climate responses, to Linda 

Lammensalo for the thesis Intersections of Sexual and Reproductive 

Health and Rights and Climate Change: A Postcolonial Feminist Analysis,  

and to Hannin Alnimri for the thesis Inner City Life -A Socially Resilient 

Development Plan for the Inner Core of the City of Irbid.  
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4 RESEARCH SUPPORT 
UniPID fosters Finnish higher education institutions’ and research 

community’s collaboration with partners around the world in support of 

global sustainable development. In 2021, UniPID’s research support 

activities focused on advocating for more responsible global academic 

partnerships and on granting partnership support for collaboration with 

partners from Africa, Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean.  UniPID 

also continued to participate in the bi-regional science policy dialogues 

and research support actions between Europe and Africa. 
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4.1 Support for responsible global academic 

partnerships 

In 2021, UniPID focused its efforts to develop and provide support for 

building more fair and responsible global academic partnerships. A 

number of activities were developed, including a joint training initiative 

in collaboration with the HEIs global pilot networks and a proposal to 

draft complementary ethical guidelines specific to Global South related 

research and partnerships. The topic was discussed and elaborated also 

through UniPID’s Fall webinar 2021 in December (reported in the 

chapter 6). In addition, considerable effort was put into planning similar 

activities for 2022. 

4.1.1 Training collaboration with the global pilot networks 

In the fall, 2021, UniPID initiated collaboration with the relevant Finnish 

HEIs’ global pilot networks. The global networks aim at developing new 

approaches to strengthening HEIs’ global partnerships, as well as scale 

up HEIs’ various initiatives in research, education, student and 

researcher exchange, and innovation partnerships. This is expected to 

lead to the inclusion of a greater volume of researchers and other staff 

from the Finnish HEIs, who may not have previous experience 

cooperating with partners from and in the context of the Global South. 

Thus, collaboration was coordinated with the global networks to develop 

joint training with the aim to offer concrete tools for Finnish HEI actors 

to enable more responsible and fair global partnership building.  

During the fall, the collaboration agreement, Terms of Reference and 

tender request for the training were developed. The call for training 

tenders was launched in the beginning of January 2022 and results are 

expected to be announced by the end of February 2022.  

4.1.2 Initiative for complementary ethical guidelines   

In the fall 2021, UniPID advanced also the development of regulatory 

frameworks to support more responsible global academic collaboration. 

UniPID planned and initiated collaboration with TENK to create 

complementary guidelines, to address specifically Global South related 

research and academic collaboration. In Finland, all universities are 

committed to TENK’s guidelines, but the specific issues related to Global 

South research and collaboration with partners from the Global South 

have not been considered as a whole. These specific issues are related 

for instance to the power dynamics and reciprocity in academic research 

and cooperation; to the aapplication of different normative frameworks, 

and to responsible field work, encountering local people and related 

vulnerabilities. The aim of the complementary guidelines is to provide 

researchers a conceptual framework, but also practical tools for creating 

more responsible and equitable approaches in their research and 

cooperation. More specific workplan is being developed by UniPID’s 

Ethical guidelines working group and a specific task force starts the work 

in the beginning of 2022.  

4.2 UniPID Projects Supporting Research Cooperation 

4.2.1 FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES 

FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES (2019-2021), funded by the MINEDU, supported 

the development of partnerships and collaborative research activities 

between the Finnish research community and those in Africa, Asia, and 

Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC). In addition, the project facilitates 

Finland’s strategic science diplomacy activities with the focus regions.  

The COVID-19 pandemic had a significant impact on the FinCEAL Plus 

BRIDGES activities, leading to a one year no-cost extension of the project 

into 2021.  

https://www.unipid.fi/finceal/what-is-finceal/
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The project’s main activity was the launch of the FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES 

Partnership Support Instrument 2021 Call. The extraordinary call 

supported the re-starting and development of partnerships between the 

Finnish science community and counterparts in Africa, Asia, and Latin 

America and the Caribbean. The call was opened to respond to the 

various impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on international 

partnerships, which created different kinds of needs for partnership 

building and the grants were intended to flexibly support researchers 

meet these needs for the establishment of new or the development of 

existing partnerships. Unlike previous calls, there were no pre-defined 

funding modalities. FinCEAL granted 25 grants to 10 different 

institutions in Finland, worth approximately 93 000 EUR. The call closed 

in September after the available funding was reserved. 

In addition, FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES continued work on an analytical 

report examining the cumulative impact and contribution of the FinCEAL 

Initiative to the Finnish science community’s scientific collaboration with 

Africa, Asia, and LAC. The report is in the final stages of its preparation 

and will be published in 2022. 

In 2021, FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES communication and dissemination 

activities focused on providing information on the Partnership Support 

Instrument 2021 call. The communications activities were significantly 

reduced due to the project’s focusing its activities on the Call and to 

reduction in project staffing resources.  

The FinCEAL Infobank, a multidisciplinary database of Finnish expertise, 

continued to serve potential partners, ministries, and other institutions 

with easily accessible information on existing Finnish research 

cooperation with partners in the regions. UniPID also exploits the 

Infobank, using it to identify potential researchers for the Commissioned 

Studies Mechanism and for coordinating DocNet memberships. By the 

end of 2021, the FinCEAL Infobank recorded a total of 291 expert 

profiles and 324 cooperation projects.  

4.2.2 LEAP4FNSSA 

LEAP4FNSSA, or the Long-Term EU-AU Research and Innovation 

Partnership for Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture, 

is a project aiming to provide a tool for European and African institutions 

to engage in a sustainable partnership platform for research and 

innovation on food and nutrition security and sustainable agriculture 

(FNSSA). 

UniPID is co-coordinator with South Africa’s Department of Science and 

Innovation of Work Package 1, which provides support to the FNSSA 

Partnership and the Bureau of the EU-Africa High Level Policy Dialogue 

(HLPD). In this role, UniPID organised meetings of the EU-Africa HLPD 

Working Group on FNSSA. The Working Group is responsible for 

providing oversight and monitoring of the FNSSA Partnership and makes 

recommendations relevant to the implementation of activities in support 

of the Partnership.  

Amongst other tasks, UniPID organized the Stakeholder Engagement 

Week on Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture 

(FNSSA); contributed to Monitoring & Evaluation of the FNSSA 

Partnership; and supported the development of a study on food systems 

resilience. These tasks support the EU’s science diplomacy actions 

related to food and nutrition security and sustainable agriculture, 

including future funding priorities. 

4.2.3 LEAP-Agri  

The Long-term EU-Africa Research and Innovation Partnership on Food 

and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (LEAP-Agri) project is 

a joint Europe-Africa research and innovation initiative related to FNSSA. 

https://www.leap4fnssa.eu/
https://leap4fnssa.eu/event/agora_fnssa-stakeholder-engagement-week/
https://leap4fnssa.eu/event/agora_fnssa-stakeholder-engagement-week/
https://leap4fnssa.eu/event/agora_fnssa-stakeholder-engagement-week/
https://www.leap-agri.com/
https://www.leap-agri.com/
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The project has two pillars: funding research & innovation projects on 

FNSSA and feeding the long-term EU-AU Partnership on FNSSA. UniPID 

contributes to the second pillar. 

The project launched a call in 2017 that resulted in the funding of 27 

projects, 4 of which include Finnish partners. In 2021, these projects 

faced challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic, leading to delays in 

finalizing their projects and the request of a one-year, no-cost extension 

of the project. Due to administrative constraints with the LEAP-Agri 

project, the project was not transferred to the University of Helsinki. 

University of Jyväskylä and UniPID agreed to informal collaboration in the 

final phase of the project.  

4.2.4 LEAP-RE 

LEAP-RE, or the Long-Term Joint European Union - African Union 

Research and Innovation Partnership on Renewable Energy project, 

launched in 2020 with the aim to reduce fragmentation by aligning 

existing bilateral and multilateral frameworks. LEAP-RE will establish and 

jointly implement research, innovation, and capacity-building activities. 

The project will do so by creating a long-term partnership of African and 

European stakeholders in a quadruple helix approach: government 

(programme owners and funding agencies), research and academia, 

private sector, and civil society. Impact will be sought by creating a 

framework, methodology, and cooperation model. The project directly 

supports the implementation of the AU-EU Research and Innovation 

Partnership in Climate Change and Sustainable Energy (CCSE) and its 

Roadmap.  

LEAP-RE is based on 3 programmatic pillars. Pillar 1 focuses on external 

research funding and capacity-building implemented through open calls 

for proposals. The calls for proposals are addressed to research and 

innovation operators (academic teams, companies, etc.) and focus on 

the themes identified in 6 roadmaps developed in the programme 

preparatory phase. These calls for research and innovation projects are 

funded by 15 European and African research and innovation funding 

agencies and by the EU.  The Academy of Finland participates in Pillar 1 

of the project. Pillar 2 brings together European and African operators in 

8 research and/or innovation projects. The projects were selected in 

early 2020 by the consortium before submission to the European 

Commission and are carried out by members of the consortium. Pillar 3 

consists of the management, coordination, monitoring and evaluation of 

the LEAP-RE programme, and develops the future long-term 

collaboration model of the AU-EU partnership in renewable energy. 

UniPID participates in Pillar 3 of the project and co-coordinates Work 

Package 4 with African Energy Services Group. The Work Package aims 

to maximise the outcomes of the LEAP-RE programme by building a 

community, strategy, organisation, methodological assets, and tools to 

set the foundations of a long-lasting AU-EU partnership to address the 

post-2025 challenges and policy priorities is therefore the ambition of 

LEAP-RE. In 2021, UniPID undertook significant efforts to establish the 

basis for the future work of the programme. This included, for example, 

overseeing the development of a community management strategy and 

a communications strategy, creating a strategy for knowledge 

management and clustering of the projects to be funded under the 

umbrella of LEAP-RE, and developing the concept for the LEAP-RE 

Stakeholder Forum, which will be held in 2022. As a key partner in the 

project, UniPID participated in meetings of the Project Management 

Board, which direct the strategic implementation of the project, and in 

the General Assembly, which took place in Nairobi, Kenya at the end of 

2021. 

https://www.leap-re.eu/
https://www.leap-re.eu/
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4.3 UniPID DocNet – Finnish development research 

doctoral network 

After being on pause for few years, UniPID DocNet was relaunched at the 

Nordic Development Research Conference in June 2021. DocNet is 

jointly coordinated and planned with the Finnish Society for 

Development Research. The aim of UniPID DocNet is to support the 

interdisciplinary training and networking of doctoral researchers in the 

field of development research. DocNet is a membership-based network 

for selected doctoral researchers and interested supervisors from 

UniPID member universities.  

Since the relaunch of UniPID DocNet, the network has attracted in total 

53 members, 37 Doctoral researchers and 16 supervisors, from all the 

9 UniPID member universities. In the fall 2021 UniPID DocNet activities 

for 2022 were planned, including a DocShop on The art of academic 

publishing as part of the Development Days Conference 2022 in 

February, and a seminar to be organized in the summer.  
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5 POLICY DIALOGUE 
UnPID actively engages in policy discussions. The Network advocates for 

research-informed policy making and continuously stresses the 

importance of higher education and research to address global 

development challenges. In 2021, UniPID participated in a series of 

national and international discussions, promoting a systemic approach 

to building responsible global academic partnerships, and highlighting 

the need and promoting ways to incorporating global south perspectives 

as well as mutual learning in policy dialogue.
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5.1 National policy dialogue  

In 2021, UniPID’s major policy contributions focused on planning a 

globally responsible programme in the frame of the MINEDU KV-foorumi, 

on the Commissioned Studies Mechanism for the MFA, and on the 

national Coordination group for education in developing countries. 

UniPID also continued the active involvement in Finland’s Africa Strategy 

process with significant contributions to the implementation plans of the 

strategy.  

UniPID continued to be represented in the Finnish Development Policy 

Committee (DPC) by Elias Pekkola from Tampere University and Kaisa 

Korhonen-Kurki (University of Helsinki) as his substitute. UniPID also 

continued as an observer member in the Finnish Scholars at Risk (SARF) 

steering committee, represented by UniPID’s senior specialist Melissa 

Plath.  

5.1.1 Ministry of Education and Culture’s Forum for 

International Policies in Higher Education and Research 

UniPID continued an active role in MINEDU’s KV-foorumi. UniPID was 

represented by Salla Atkins from Tampere university and the UniPID 

director Johanna Kivimäki as her vice. KV-foorumi got together four 

times in 2021, in addition to which a summer seminar and a winter 

seminar as well as subgroup meetings were organized. UniPID’s director 

continued co-chairing with the MFA representative a subgroup to plan a 

globally responsible programme to support higher education and 

research cooperation with the partners from the Global South. In the 

spring 2021, UniPID and the FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES project made a 

significant contribution to KV-foorumi by coordinating and co-authoring 

with EDUFI a Benchmarking study on Responsible Funding programmes 

for Global South partnerships in higher education and research. During 

the fall, with the lead of the UniPID director, the subgroup focused on 

drafting the KV-foorumi’s mid-term report, including an analysis of the 

Finnish funding landscape for academic collaboration with the Global 

South, as well as short-term and long-term recommendations to bring 

forward the globally responsible programme. The subgroup argued that 

the Finnish funding landscape is scattered with small instruments that 

are separate and tied to specific sectoral policy alignments, which is 

shown in the figure below.  

 

Figure: Johanna Kivimäki, UniPID, KV-foorumi mid-term report, OKM 2022 

5.1.2 Development Policy Studies mechanism for the Ministry 

for Foreign Affairs 

In 2021, UniPID continued the commissioned studies management 

actions piloted in 2018-2020 through another two-year collaboration 

contract with the MFA on a Development Policy Studies mechanism. 

Through the mechanism, UniPID identifies and contracts the most 

https://www.oph.fi/sites/default/files/documents/Benchmarking%20study_Responsible_Funding_programmes.pdf
https://www.oph.fi/sites/default/files/documents/Benchmarking%20study_Responsible_Funding_programmes.pdf
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suitable available researchers for studies commissioned by the MFA, 

facilitates reciprocal cooperation between researchers and ministry 

officials, and monitors the quality of the studies and the fluency of the 

collaboration. The wider goal is to increase science-based development 

policy and development cooperation. Professor Elina Oinas from the 

University of Helsinki, continued to serve as the academic advisor for the 

mechanism.  

Five studies were commissioned by the MFA and contracted by UniPID 

in 2021 on the following topics, to be completed in the spring or autumn 

of 2022:  

Commissioned studies 2021 

Rauha ja turvallisuus sekä demokratiatuki Länsi-Afrikassa: suosituksia 

Suomen toimiksi 

The presence and influence of Finnish education sector expertise in 

international organizations and multilateral forums addressing the global 

learning crisis 

Support to social protection in developing countries (low and lower middle-

income countries 

Transition from development cooperation to other forms of cooperation - 

comparisons, lessons learned and recommendations for policy and action. 

The case of Nepal.  

Finland's action to strengthen civil societies and advance their enabling 

environment.  

In the fall 2021, UniPID participated in seven steering group meetings to 

launch the different study collaborations and to follow up with the 

implementation of the studies. Throughout the year, regular meetings 

were held with the MFA to assure fluent cooperation. Considerable effort 

was also put into drafting the contract models for the cooperation with 

researchers, and also complementing them to adhere the requirements 

by the EU’s GDPR regulations on privacy policy. 

5.1.3 Coordination group for Education in developing countries 

Professor Elina Lehtomäki from the University of Oulu and the UniPID 

director Johanna Kivimäki (until September) and UniPID Education 

Specialist Meeri Tiensuu as her vice represented UniPID in a national 

coordination group on Education in Developing countries, established by 

the MFA and MEC. In this work, UniPID highlighted especially the 

research-based, context-specific focus, and the systemic approach, 

which encompasses all levels of education from early childhood 

education to higher education. In 2021, the coordination group was 

developing a roadmap for education in developing countries and UniPID 

took active part in the planning and commenting the roadmap. UniPID 

was also represented in two different subgroups of the roadmap work. 

In addition, UniPID contributed to the planning of EDUFI’s Center of 

Expertise (Osaamiskeskus) that was launched in September 2021. The 

coordination group gathered six times during 2021.  

5.1.4 Finland’s Africa Strategy 

In 2021, the Finnish government approved Finland’s Africa Strategy – 

Towards strong political and economic partnership, which outlines 

strategic priorities for Finland’s engagement with African countries. The 

approval of this strategy represents a new phase in Finland’s 

relationship with African countries, the AU, and regional organizations 

and in the way cooperation with African partners is seen within the 

Finnish government. UniPID’s ad hoc working group on the Africa 

Strategy developed the UniPID Discussion Paper on Finland’s Africa 

https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4527/selvityspyynto_rauha-_turvallisuus_ja_demokratia_lansi-afrikka.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4527/selvityspyynto_rauha-_turvallisuus_ja_demokratia_lansi-afrikka.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4527/commissioned_study_request_global_impact_of_finnish_education_expertise.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4527/commissioned_study_request_global_impact_of_finnish_education_expertise.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4527/commissioned_study_request_global_impact_of_finnish_education_expertise.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4527/commissioned_study_request_social_security_mosambique.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4527/commissioned_study_request_social_security_mosambique.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4527/commissioned_study_request_transition_nepal.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4527/commissioned_study_request_transition_nepal.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4527/commissioned_study_request_transition_nepal.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4252/commissioned_study_request_civil_society_in_development_policy_100921.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4252/commissioned_study_request_civil_society_in_development_policy_100921.pdf
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/handle/10024/162978
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/handle/10024/162978
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/2046/unipid_discussion_paper_on_finlands_africa_strategy.pdf
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Strategy to spur critical reflection and discussion on the development 

and implementation of the Africa Strategy.  

The paper highlights three crosscutting themes that should remain at 

the core of its implementation and poses critical questions to key 

implementing partners, in order to contribute to the broader discussions 

and planning around the development of implementation plans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross-cutting themes in UniPID Discussion Paper on Finland’s 

Africa Strategy 

Equal, mutually beneficial, & reciprocal 

partnerships 

A decolonial approach must be taken in the 

implementation of the Strategy and the design of 

ministerial action plans.  

Equal, reciprocal, and mutually beneficial policies, 

partnerships, and collaborations are built together, 

in dialogue. Early and meaningful input from African 

partners is essential.  

Higher Education Institutions have extensive 

experience in undertaking collaboration with African 

partners, based on principles such as academic 

integrity and responsible research and innovation. 

However, Finland-Africa higher education 

partnerships and collaboration must be guided by 

ethical principles that are joint developed with all the 

partners.  

Research & Innovation 

Strategic investment in research and innovation collaboration, 

student and staff mobility, and inclusion of a research 

component in private-public partnerships to further strengthen 

expertise in Finland on issues relevant for the Strategy.  

Low-threshold support for partnership building is needed for 

encouraging research and innovation collaboration.  

Adequate resourcing must be made available to ensure science 

actors, including HEIs and research institutes, are able to 

undertake research needed to support the implementation of 

the strategy. 

Multidisciplinary research that includes social and cultural 

sciences perspectives bring real added value and are 

important for holistic understandings of contexts and 

phenomena.  

Multi-sector, multistakeholder partnerships are needed for the 

implementation of the strategy, but attention must also be paid to 

putting measures in place to support this.  

https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/2046/unipid_discussion_paper_on_finlands_africa_strategy.pdf
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5.2 International Science Policy Processes  

In 2021, UniPID contributed to important international science policy 

processes to support and advance Finnish research as well as Science, 

Technology and Innovation (STI) cooperation with third countries related 

to global challenges. UniPID organized and participated in events related 

to the AU-EU Summit. UniPID also contributed to shaping the policies and 

priorities of AU-EU science policy cooperation via the Horizon 2020 

projects in which UniPID participates.   

Updating perceptions 

Research-based information is a solid basis for updating 

perceptions and creating a more accurate, informed 

understanding of historical developments and current trends of 

the African continent and its people, perspectives, and events.  

Anti-racist, decolonial and critical approaches should be utilized for 

undertaking and communicating research, education, and the provision 

of other information on Africa.  

There is a need to update perceptions of Africa in Finnish society, 

but specific efforts should also be made to research Finnish actors 

who have existing collaboration with African partners.  

Perspectives from the Global South, including from Africa, should be 

integrated into teaching, and supported by student and researcher 

mobility, as part of larger efforts to increase students’ global 

competencies.  
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6 EVENTS  
UniPID organized, co-organized, and participated in a series of events 

throughout 2021 highlighting the need for reciprocity and responsibility 

in the global academic partnerships and for dialogue between the 

academia and the wider society. Three major events were organized, 

welcoming not only the Finnish HEI representatives and decisionmakers, 

but also the wider international research community and other 

stakeholders. UniPID webinar 2021 discussed responsible and fair 

global academic partnerships. In the context of the Latin American CILAC 

Conference 2021, a panel discussion was held on bringing research-

based knowledge to foster sustainable societies.  In addition, a virtual 

Europe-Africa Stakeholder Engagement Week was organized in support 

of the bi-regional EU-AU research and innovation partnerships.   
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6.1 UniPID Webinar 2021  

UniPID Webinar 2021: How to foster responsible and fair global 

academic partnerships: concepts, good practices, and tools for building 

collaboration, was organized on December 16th, through Zoom. The 

Webinar aimed to provide participants with a framework for 

understanding what building more equitable global partnerships can 

look like in an academic context, as well as practical tools for 

undertaking this within their own partnerships to create more 

responsible and sustainable academic collaboration.  

Over 100 participants from a variety of institutions joined UniPID for 

learning more on how to build more reciprocal and responsible academic 

partnerships. The event was opened by UniPID Chair Tiina Kontinen. 

After that, the online floor was given to Dr Samia Chasi from the 

International Education Association of South Africa (IEASA), who 

delivered a keynote speech discussing the relevance of decolonisation 

in the context of partnerships of Finnish Higher Education Institutes. This 

was followed by a panel discussion, moderated by Eva Kagiri Kalanzi, a 

Programme Manager at the Association of Research Managers and 

Administrators UK. The panellists included Roseanna Avento from 

University of Eastern Finland, Bonn Juego from University of Jyväskylä, 

Inka Mantere from the Student Union of the University of Jyväskylä, and 

Kimmo Paajanen from the Oulu University of Applied Sciences. The panel 

discussion was followed by invited comments, given by Senior Science 

Adviser Mikko Ylikangas from the Academy of Finland, and Counsellor of 

education Maija Airas from the Finnish National Agency for Education 

(EDUFI). The final words were given by UniPID Director Johanna Kivimäki. 

The keynote called for an open discussion of the challenges between the 

partners and proposed a practical frame to consider the implications of 

decoloniality to partnership practices, with perspectives on positionality, 

criticality and humanity, that can be used to develop one’s own 

partnership practices. The panelists shared their experiences and ideas 

to help detangling the complexities around the partnerships. The 

speakers also confirmed that the collaboration is first and foremost 

funding driven, highlighting the important position of funding institutes 

in defining the framework for responsible collaboration. This offered the 

invited commentators an interesting ground for reflecting the 

discussion.  

6.2 CILAC 2021 side-event 

UniPID and the Team Finland Knowledge network for Latin America co-

organized a webinar titled From research-based knowledge to 

sustainable societies - How to best advance researchers’ cooperation 

with decision makers, private sector and civil society? on April 27, 2021. 

The panel discussion was a side-event of the Latin American CILAC 2021 

Conference and a part of the programme of Finland's Year of Research-

based Knowledge. The aim of the panel was to discuss how the research 

uptake by non-academic actors and the cooperation between 

researchers and the public sector, private companies and civil society 

could be best encouraged and advanced, specifically to reach 

sustainable development. 

 

Opening words were given by Francesc Pedró, Director of IESALC, 

UNESCO and the panelists included Ofelia Ángulo Guerrero, the 

Undersecretary of Science, Technology and Innovation, Mexico City; 

Jussi Pakkasvirta, Professor of Area and Cultural Studies, Vice Dean, 

Head of Department of World Cultures, University of Helsinki; Rodolfo 

Tecchi, President of the National Interuniversity Council (CIN) Argentina; 

Melina Masnatta, Executive director, Chicas en Tecnología, Argentina; 

and Eija Asmi, Researcher form the Finnish Meterological Institute. The 

session was moderated by UniPID director Johanna Kivimäki, and Emilia 
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Ahvenjärvi, Counsellor of Team Finland Knowledge Network, Embassy of 

Finland in Buenos Aires.  

 

The panel discussed examples of and potential for the use of science by 

the different actors in society, the negotiation of expectations by the 

different parties of the research-to-society collaboration, as well as the 

accessibility of scientific evidence for this collaboration. The event 

gathered over 130 participants, including researchers and other HEI 

actors and stakeholders mostly from Finland and across Latin America.  

6.3 EU-AU Stakeholder Engagement Week on FNSSA  

UniPID was one of the main organizers and coordinator of the virtual 

Europe-Africa Stakeholder Engagement Week (SEW) for Research and 

Innovation (R&I) on Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable 

Agriculture (FNSSA), held under the auspices of the LEAP4FNSSA 

project. The SEW aimed to demonstrate the value of the African Union - 

European Union (AU-EU) FNSSA bi-regional Partnership and further 

discussions around systemic transformations of the AU-EU food systems 

and the partnerships needed to achieve these.   

The Week brought together stakeholders from across governments, 

academies, SMEs, development agencies, research institutes, 

agribusinesses, and farmer organizations to discuss critical issues 

around the achievement of the EU-AU FNSSA Roadmap. The convening 

of these stakeholders aimed to build collaboration and encourage 

knowledge exchange and co-creation to increase impact and to 

demonstrate the value of the FNSSA Partnership. The discussions at the 

SEW contributed to the United Nations Food Systems Summit and the 

AU-EU Summit.  

The AU-EU FNSSA Partnership Stakeholder Engagement Week was held 

from 31 May to 4 June 2021. The SEW was a five-day event with two 

larger plenaries and 16 thematic sessions. The plenary sessions were 

organized by UniPID and LEAP4FNSSA partners and focused on the 

outcomes and achievements of the FNSSA Partnership and the 

implementation of its Roadmap. The thematic sessions were guided by, 

but not limited to, the topics below:   

• Successes from the Partnership and their impact;   

• The experiences of using a multi-actor approach in projects for 

delivering the FNSSA Roadmap;   

• Exchange on collaborative funding for the R&I Partnership; and   

• Ways to future cooperation in R&I in the area of FNSSA.    

UniPID, in partnership with Wageningen University & Research and the 

Association of Commonwealth Universities, also organized a session 

during the week, Keeping the FNSSA Partnership ‘Fit for Purpose’: 

lessons from studying & monitoring the Partnership. The Week was a 

success, bringing together a variety of actors across Africa and Europe, 

recording over 1390 participations in the sessions. 

6.4 UniPID’s participation in other events  

UniPID director participated in a roundtable on Funding Types and 

Opportunities in the different Nordic Countries and Beyond, organized in 

the Nordic Development Research conference in June 2021, 

highlighting good practices for responsible and equitable partnerships. 

UniPID director also facilitated the concluding discussion for the MFA’s 

and Academy of Finland’s seminar of the Academy Programme on 

Development Research: Research and its applicability in the Global 

South and in support of decision-making. Discussion was facilitated on 

the expectations, needs and good practices for the improvement of the 

local impact of development research and its relevance for Finnish 

development policy.   
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7 UNIPID COMMUNICATIONS 
The UniPID Communications Strategy was finalized in 2021, and there 

have been continuous efforts to create more concrete implementation 

mechanisms since then. UniPID communication channels include the 

UniPID website, mailing list, newsletter, Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn. 

In addition, there are also the FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES newsletter and a 

DocNet mailing list. UniPID shares information about its own activities, 

the member universities’ activities, funding and job opportunities, 

publications, and events that are related to global sustainable 

development, research and higher education, as well as policies related 

to these. 
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7.1 UniPID Communication Channels 

Between 1 January and 31 December 2021, over 19 250 users visited 

the UniPID website on nearly 31 800 sessions. There is an increase by 

48.08 % and 44.55 % respectively. This significative increase could be 

related to the FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES funding call open in 2021. 

The total number of pageviews during 2021 was more than 74 400. The 

most popular pages on the website by far were the Virtual Studies front 

page (13 661) and the front page of the UniPID website (13 538), which 

account for 36 % of all views approximately. The busiest time on the 

website was September, most likely due to students starting to plan their 

studies for the new academic year. 

UniPID sent out 10 UniPID newsletters and 2 FinCEAL newsletters in 

2021. As FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES focused its activities on the Partnership 

Support Instrument 2021 Call, communications activities focused 

primarily on informing about the call and were embedded more 

intentionally within UniPID’s existing communications channels. There 

was a significative audience change in February 2021, yet the overall 

audience number count was maintained through the year (over more 

than 800 subscribers) as well as the performance of the newsletter. The 

most popular items were funding and job opportunities and news from 

UniPID and its member universities. 

Regarding the UniPID mailing list, the change of domain coordination 

from the University of Jyväskylä to the University of Helsinki meant the 

creation of a new mailing list and the complete loss of 456 subscribers. 

Throughout 2021 UnPID has reminded their networks and social media 

followers of the change and the need to re-register to the mailing list. By 

December 2021, UniPID mailing list had 130 subscribers.  

On social media, UniPID increased the use of Twitter and LinkedIn, and 

gained a significant number of new followers in both platforms, while 

also gaining some new followers on Facebook. On Twitter, UniPID tweets 

gained between 6 600 and 19 300 tweet impressions per month, March 

being the most active month. Updates on events, reports, and funding 

opportunities received the most interactions.   

The LinkedIn account was reactivated in September 2021, and a page 

for UniPID was created. By the end of 2021, the page had 199 followers. 

Most of the page visitors are users in the Education and Community and 

Social Services sectors, mainly registered to be located in Helsinki, 

Finland area.  On Facebook, posts concerning the Coordination Unit 

continued to gain the most engagement from followers, with changes in 

the team and the FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES related updates being the most 

popular posts. 

 Channel 
Subscribers/likes  

January 2021 

Subscribers/likes  

December 2021  

Change 

percentage 

UniPID mailing list 456 130 -70.5 % 

DocNet mailing list N/A 50  

UniPID newsletter 802 829 3.4 % 

FinCEAL Plus 

newsletter 
631 623 -1,3 % 

UniPID Facebook 

followers  
1387 1440 +3,8 % 

UniPID LinkedIn 

Page 
N/A 199  

UniPID Twitter  262 464 +77.1 % 
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7.2 UniPID’s Anniversary Campaign 

In Fall 2021, UniPID’s 20th anniversary campaign for 2022 was planned. 

The aim is to highlight, raise awareness of, and facilitate discussion on 

universities’ and the academic community’s role and action on global 

sustainable development, and inform the wider audience of UniPID’s 

accomplishments, challenges and plans for the future.  

The campaign consists of three deliverables: a podcast, an anniversary 

blog and a fall event in 2022. The podcast consists of a 7-part episode 

series, all recorded in December 2021. The themes selected were 

research-based development policy, development cooperation and 

private sector in education, Finland's role in global sustainable 

development, feminist and decolonial approaches in academic 

partnerships; One Health and global inequality, and students global 

competences. 

The Anniversary Blog series rotates between the UniPID coordination 

unit, the member universities and observer members of UniPID 

throughout 2022. The goal is to showcase each participant’s role and 

work in relation to UniPID relevant issues and reflect their cooperation 

with UniPID.  The anniversary event is planned for fall 2022.  

 



 

 


