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1.2 Member University Engagement and Strategic
Development

1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The UniPID Board met five times during 2020, four of which were held
virtually. In the May meeting, the UniPID Board selected the University of
Helsinki to coordinate the network for the period 2021-2024. As a result,
substantial efforts were dedicated to ensuring the smooth transfer of the
network. The annual Board Planning Days were organized online and
focused on the inclusion of Global South perspectives in UniPID’s
strategic priorities and on planning and communicating the transfer of
UniPID coordination. The Board Working Groups were active in 2020,
supporting UniPID’s policy dialogue activities, selecting new Virtual
Studies courses, and overseeing UniPID’s participation in external
funding proposals. UniPID developed and expanded its externally funded
activities by participating in two proposals for Horizon 2020 projects, one
of which was funded, and submitting a successful tender to continue the
Commissioned Studies Mechanism for the Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

This report highlights the activities and achievements of the
Finnish University Partnership for International Development
(UniPID) in 2020 through the lens of the network’s strategic
priorities and actions to strengthen and advance the
interdisciplinary education, research, and societal impact of
member universities on global development. This summary
provides short highlights from the year, with more detailed
reporting of our activities found in the full report.

1.1 Impact of COVID-19 on UniPID activities in 2020
The COVID-19 pandemic had a notable impact on UniPID’s activities in
2020. While a number of UniPID’s activities – such as Board meetings
– were held online, the pandemic necessitated the cancellation or
postponement of others. Notably, neither UniPID nor UniPID’s projects
organized any significant events in 2020, and most of UniPID’s seminar
grants had to be cancelled and the funds were reallocated to virtual
courses. UniPID’s participation in events was also limited to online
events and seminars.

1.3 Education Support
Fourteen UniPID Virtual Studies courses were offered during 2020. The
courses attracted considerable interest and the amount of registrations
was significantly higher than could be admitted to the courses. UniPID
also received high-quality proposals for new courses to the programme,
of which four were funded. These courses are organized in collaboration
with partner universities from the Global South, which is new to the
Virtual Studies programme. In 2020 much attention was also given to
Virtual Studies quality management, including the guidance of the new
type of course partnerships.

Funds from events and
grants cancelled due to
COVID-19 were reallocated
to UniPID’s Virtual Studies.
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1.4 Research Support

1.6 Communications

UniPID’s research support activities were reduced in 2020 from previous
years. In 2019, UniPID organized an open call for grants to support the
organization of seminars on global development during 2020, but the
majority of the funded seminars had to be cancelled due to the
pandemic. Likewise, UniPID’s tasks related to research support in
externally-funded projects were also reduced. FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES
published a Green Paper based on the outcomes of its 2019 seminar on
Sustainable Development Goals and Partnerships for Transformation. In
the LEAP4FNSSA project, UniPID undertook tasks to support the EU’s
science diplomacy actions related to food and nutrition security and
sustainable agriculture, including the definition of future funding
priorities. In LEAP-Agri, UniPID contributed to the development of a
framework for long-term policy, funding, and research cooperation in
FNSSA.

UniPID worked to develop the network’s strategic communications by
starting work on a communications strategy to define key messages,
target audiences, and other guidelines for the further development of
UniPID communications. In addition, UniPID significantly developed its
Twitter presence in 2020, regularly gaining 6 000-10 000 tweet
impressions per month. As in previous years, information about Virtual
Studies courses and funding opportunities drove stakeholders to the
UniPID website.

1.7 2020 in Numbers

1.5 Policy Dialogue
UniPID took part in a number of national and international policy
dialogue processes and activities in 2020. Nationally, UniPID’s major
policy contributions focused on planning a globally responsible funding
programme in the frame of the Ministry of Education and Culture’s (MEC)
KV-foorumi, on continuing to pilot the administrative service for the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs (MFA) for commissioned studies on
development, and on the initiative to highlight Finland’s role in
responding to the global learning crisis. UniPID also contributed actively
to Finland’s Africa strategy process, participating in various stakeholder
consultations and delivering written comments. Internationally, UniPID’s
policy work focused on the AU-EU High Level Policy Dialogue on Science,
Technology, and Innovation and its Research and Innovation
Partnerships on Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture
and Climate Change and Sustainable Energy.
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2 MEMBER UNIVERSITY
ENGAGEMENT AND
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT
UniPID is a network of Finnish universities1, established in 2002 to
strengthen the integration of global responsibility and Global South
perspectives in universities’ interdisciplinary education, research,
and societal impact activities. UniPID also promotes universities’
international partnerships in support of sustainable development
pathways.

Member universities: Aalto University, Tampere University, University of
Eastern Finland, University of Helsinki, University of Jyväskylä, University of
Lapland, University of Oulu, University of Turku, Åbo Akademi University
1
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In 2020, the UniPID network comprised nine member universities
and was coordinated by the University of Jyväskylä. Expenditures
totalled at 145 609€. UniPID’s funding consists of annual fees paid
by member universities, in addition to which UniPID coordinated and
implemented a variety of project activities with funding from Finnish
ministries and the European Commission.

In 2020, the UniPID network comprised nine member universities and
was coordinated by the University of Jyväskylä. UniPID’s core budget is
based on annual fees paid by member universities and the expenditures
totalled 145 609€ in 2020. In addition, UniPID coordinated and
implemented a great variety of project activities with funding from the
Ministry of Education and Culture (MEC), Horizon 2020, and the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs (MFA).

2.2 UniPID Coordination Transfer to the University of
Helsinki

2.1 UniPID Board Meetings

In May 2020, after a careful consideration and discussion of the
proposals, the UniPID Board made the decision to transfer UniPID
coordination to the University of Helsinki. The decision was grounded on
the considerations of the network’s principle of circulation and the
opportunities to strengthen the policy dialogue activities. After the
decision, the Coordination Unit staff focused their attention to
guaranteeing the smooth transfer and continuity of UniPID actions.
Considerable effort was dedicated to the overall planning of the transfer
process and to a great variety of administrative arrangements,
clarifications, and meetings related to the transfer.

According to UniPID’s network agreement, the Board decides the
responsibility for the network’s coordination based on proposals by
member universities. The four-year coordination period concluded at the
end of 2020 and therefore UniPID invited proposals from interested
member universities for the period of 2021–2024. Proposals were
received from the University of Helsinki and the University of Jyväskylä.

The UniPID Board held five meetings in 2020. Member universities’
representation was comprehensive, and the representatives remained
active throughout the year. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, four of the
five meetings were held online.

Meeting
place

Time

Number of
participants
from the board

Represented
member
universities

Represented
observer
members

University of
Jyväskylä

7.2.2020

6 present,
9 online

9

1

Zoom

27.5.2020

16 online

9

1

Zoom

10.6.2020

15 online

9

1

Teams

10.9.2020

16 online

9

-

Teams

3.12.2020

16 online

9

1

Throughout the fall, the Coordination
Unit staff dedicated considerable
effort to planning and managing the
coordination transfer process.

Table: UniPID Board meetings in 2020
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2.3 UniPID Planning Days 2020

2.4 Working Group Activities

The annual UniPID Planning Days are the most important Board activity
of the year, aiming to facilitate both the evaluation of UniPID’s past
activities, as well as brainstorming and planning UniPID’s strategic
actions for the future. The UniPID Planning Days 2020 were organized
on 9-10 June, exceptionally online in Zoom due to the pandemic
situation. All member universities were represented by altogether 15
Board Members, completed by six Coordination Unit staff members.

The UniPID Board convenes working groups to support the
implementation of the network’s strategic priorities and guide its
activities throughout the year. In the beginning of the year, the UniPID
working groups were reorganized to match with the new strategy.
The Policy and Impact working group was not active in 2020. However,
UniPID was actively involved in many timely policy processes throughout
the year, either through representation in national working groups or
direct consultations. These include Finland’s Africa strategy process,
planning the globally responsible funding programme in KV-foorumi, and
UniPID’s contribution to the education sector development cooperation.
Considering the importance of these processes to all member
universities, UniPID’s contribution to these processes was consulted
with the whole Board, instead of using a limited working group. More
information on UniPID’s contribution to the specific processes can be
found from Section 5: Policy dialogue.

On the first day, UniPID’s approach and actions to integrate Global South
perspectives and promote Global South partnerships across UniPID’s
strategic priorities were planned. Under the topic, the following actions
were discussed and advanced: UniPID’s possibilities to design ethical
guidelines for universities’ support services on research and education
projects with partners in the Global South; planning guidelines and rules
for UniPID’s courses with partners and students from the Global South;
and formulating UniPID’s recommendations for planning the national
funding programme on global responsibility. In addition, the status of the
UniPID communication strategy process was presented to and discussed
with the Board.

In the spring, the Virtual Studies working group planned and
implemented the selection of the Virtual Studies courses to be funded
in 2020, on the basis of the call for course proposals launched in the
end of 2019. In the fall, the working group planned the call for course
proposals to be funded in 2021, which was launched in December. The
working group also reviewed the guidelines for course cooperation with
partners from the Global South.

On the second day, the focus was on planning the communication of the
UniPID coordination move to the member universities, partners, and the
wider public. The Planning Days were concluded with a regular Board
meeting, where any decisions made during the previous sessions were
confirmed.

The Projects working group supports UniPID’s participation in externally
funded projects. The working group was consulted and approved
UniPID’s participation and role in two consortia responding to Horizon
2020 calls for proposals in 2020. The first, a Research and Innovation
Action, focused on building funding and research collaboration between
Africa and Europe in Renewable Energy. The second, also a Research
and Innovation Action, examined the science diplomacy aspects of the
response to the coronavirus.
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The newly established working groups for Member University
Engagement and Communication Strategy were not active in 2020, but
these matters were discussed in Board meetings. In addition to the
working groups, separate meetings were held between the interested
Board members from UniPID and the Finnish Society for Development
Research (FSDR) to replan the management of the Master’s Award in
Development Studies and DocNet (Finnish Development Research
Doctoral Network) to allow for the retake of these activities in 2021.

UniPID’s role in the proposal was to lead a work package on global
science diplomacy and international S&T cooperation in response to the
crisis.
In December UniPID also responded to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs’
(MFA) tender request for a Commissioned Studies Mechanism to
manage development policy related commissioned studies. UniPID’s
role would be to identify and contract researchers to conduct
commissioned studies that respond directly to MFA’s development
policy related knowledge needs, as well as to monitor and guide the
quality and fluency of the studies and the related cooperation between
researchers and ministry officials. UniPID piloted this activity in 20182020. The tender was successful and resulted in negotiating a new
cooperation agreement with the ministry and launching the mechanism
in April 2021.

2.5 Project Applications
To develop the network’s external funding, UniPID was involved as a
partner institution in two project applications and submitted one tender
in 2020. The first, responding to the call LC-SC3-JA-5-2020 Long Term
EU-Africa Partnership for Research and Innovation actions in the area
of renewable energy2, is a five-year, 30 MEUR project to strengthen and
advance EU-AU cooperation in renewable energy. The proposal, LongTerm Joint EU-AU Research and Innovation Partnership on Renewable
Energy (LEAP-RE), was granted funding. UniPID’s role in the project is to
co-lead a work package to support the development of the LEAP-RE
community and the valorisation of project results. LEAP-RE is the second
phase of the PRE-LEAP-RE project, in which UniPID also participated.

UniPID was involved in two H2020
project applications, one of which
received funding.
UniPID also submitted a successful
tender for the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs.

The second application, responding to the call SC1-PHE-CORONAVIRUS2020-2C Behavioural, social and economic impacts of the outbreak
response3, examined the science diplomacy aspects of the response to
the coronavirus. The proposal, Resilient and Efficient Societies towards
Preparedness for Outbreaks and New Normality through Science
Diplomacy, Evidence and Science Advice was not granted funding.

2https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

3https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-sc3-ja-52020

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sc1-phecoronavirus-2020-2c
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3 EDUCATION SERVICES
One of UniPID’s main activities is to offer virtual courses on global
development and sustainability, with a specific focus on Global
South perspectives, to the students of UniPID member
universities.
In 2020, a total of 14 UniPID Virtual Studies courses were offered.
The courses attracted a lot of interest, and a much larger number
of students applied than could be admitted.
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The Call for Course Proposals attracted high-quality proposals. A
new feature was introduced to the Virtual Studies programme as
the call was opened also for courses produced in collaboration
with partners from the Global South. All courses that received
funding in 2020 will be such collaborations.

In total, there were 341 UniPID course completions by students in 2020.
However, it should be noted that in some cases students from the
responsible university register through the university’s own registration
system instead of the UniPID system, and thus they are missing from the
UniPID course completion statistics.

3.1 UniPID Virtual Studies
In 2020, a total of 14 UniPID Virtual Studies courses were offered – 8 in
the spring semester, one in the summer, and 5 in the fall semester.
Three courses were offered twice during different semesters. In addition,
two courses began in the fall semester that ran until February 2021. The
courses were organised by six UniPID member universities, and students
from all nine member universities completed courses.

Course title

Responsible university

Trade and Development

Tampere University

Water and Society

Tampere University

Gender and Development

University of Helsinki

Introduction to Development Economics

University of Helsinki

Mixed Methods Research in Development
Studies (offered twice)

University of Helsinki

Towards Sustainable Development Goals: the
Nexus of Water, Food and Energy

University of Jyväskylä

Global Contexts of Violence - Gender-related
violence in the landscape of global vulnerabilities
(offered twice)

University of Oulu

Global Education Development (offered twice)

University of Oulu

Globalisation and Corporate Responsibility

University of Turku

Migration, Development and Human Rights

Åbo Akademi

Concepts of Sustainability

Åbo Akademi

As in previous years, there was much interest in UniPID courses and a
much larger number of students applied to participate in the courses
than could be admitted. Almost 700 applications were submitted to
courses that took place in 2020, while only approximately 500 students
could be admitted.

3.1.1 UniPID Virtual Studies Call for Course Proposals 2020
The UniPID courses are selected through an open, annual call for course
proposals. The amount of funding is 6 500 € for new courses and 4 500
€ for updating existing courses. Courses must be offered three times and
in consecutive academic years, unless otherwise agreed.
For the first time, the 2020 Call for Course Proposals was also open for
courses produced in collaboration with a partner university from the
Global South. This opportunity was offered in order to strengthen the
UniPID Virtual Studies’ core aim to integrate Global South perspectives
in member universities’ education activities.
The call attracted 17 proposals for new courses and 1 proposal for
updating a course that has been previously offered via UniPID. The
proposals were evaluated by the UniPID Board’s Virtual Studies Working
Group, and the final funding decisions were made by the UniPID Board.
Due to the pandemic and thanks to the high quality of the course
proposals, additional funding was allocated to the Virtual Studies to fund
more courses. Based on the proposal made by the assessment group,
the Board reached a decision to fund four new courses with a total

Table: UniPID courses in 2020
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funding of 25 874,60 €. All of these courses will be produced in
collaboration with Global South partners.
Course title

Responsible
university

Category

Funding

Curriculum Development for
Climate Change Education in
Global South

Tampere
University

New

6 500 €

Social protection and Health:
Definitions, policy goals and
global examples

Tampere
University

New

6 474,60 €

Ecosystem Restoration in the
Tropics and Climate Change

University of
Eastern
Finland

New

6 500 €

Climate Change and Trade in the
Global South

University of
Turku

New

6 400 €

In addition, UniPID started working with the HEI-ICI project PBL BioAfrica
on issues related to quality management of online studies. The project
is coordinated by Häme University of Applied Sciences in collaboration
with the Aalto University.

3.1.3 SIMHE Courses – Supporting Immigrants in Higher
Education in Finland
Two SIMHE-UniPID Virtual Studies courses for asylum seekers, refugees,
and other migrants were organised for the last time in 2020. The
University of Helsinki organised the course “Introduction to Research
Methods” during the spring and Tampere University organised the
course “Technologies for Learning” in the fall. The courses were funded
from the SIMHE-UniPID pilot project’s (2016-17) budget. SIMHE
reinforces the role of higher education institutions in supporting the
integration of immigrants and facilitates the development of higher
education studies and administrative practices related to them. Since
2017, SIMHE activities have been institutionalized and carried out by a
variety of Finnish universities and universities of applied sciences.

Table: Courses funded in 2020

3.1.2 Virtual Studies Quality Management
In the spring of 2020, the first stage of the UniPID Virtual Studies’ quality
management process was further developed when the UniPID lecturer
and the Virtual Studies working group carefully reviewed the evaluation
criteria and the selection process for the new course proposals. The
agreement for the part-time UniPID lectureship with the University of
Helsinki concluded at the end of July.

The Virtual Studies are one of
UniPID’s main activities. UniPID
developed the Virtual Studies
quality management through
2020 and the work will
continue in 2021.

In the autumn, as part of the quality management, UniPID organized a
workshop on good practices with the UniPID teachers piloting course
cooperation with their partners from the Global South. On the basis of
the workshop, a checklist to guide UniPID course cooperation with
international partners was developed. Similar workshops are planned
for the future.
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4 RESEARCH SUPPORT
UniPID’s research support activities were heavily impacted by the
pandemic. UniPID intended to continue to grant support for
member universities’ seminars touching upon global
development, but most of the events had to be cancelled.
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The FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES project focused on publishing a Green
Paper titled Partnerships for Transformation towards Sustainable
Pathways – Research and Innovation Collaboration between
Finland and Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean for
the SDGs, making recommendations for actions to turn national
experiences into a transformative force internationally.

4.1 Support for Seminars on Global Development

4.2 UniPID Projects Supporting Research Cooperation

The application round for seminar support was open from October to
November 2019. UniPID received fifteen (15) applications, of which
support was granted to five seminars, with a total sum of 9 000 euros.

4.2.1 FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES

Organizer

Title of the Seminar

University of
Helsinki /
FSDR

Development
conference

University of
Helsinki /
FSDR

DocShop, a pre-conference
workshop for the Development
Days 2020 conference

26.2.2020,
Helsinki

1 000 €

University of
Lapland

Context in global social science
– universality and particularity
at these times of multiple
global crises

28.3.2020,
Rovaniemi

2 000 €

University of
Helsinki

Ivory towers, campus riots and
scholarly
quests
for
“relevance” in society

24.-26.3.2020,
Helsinki

2 000 €

University of
Helsinki

Climate
uncertainty,
environmental change and
conflicts of development

5.10.2020,
Voi, Kenya

2 000 €

Days

2020

Time and place

Funding

26-28.2.2020,
Helsinki

2 000 €

FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES (2019-2020)4, funded by the Ministry of
Education and Culture, supports the development of partnerships and
collaborative research activities between the Finnish research
community and those in Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC). In addition, the project facilitates Finland’s strategic
science diplomacy activities with the focus regions.
The COVID-19 pandemic had a significant impact on the FinCEAL Plus
BRIDGES activities in 2020, forcing the project to cancel or postpone
plans to open funding opportunities and organize events to support
partnership building. Instead, the project focused on publishing a Green
Paper based on the outcomes of the FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES Seminar on
Sustainable Development Goals and Partnerships for Transformation5,
organized at the end of 2019. The Green Paper – entitled Partnerships
for Transformation towards Sustainable Pathways – Research and
Innovation Collaboration between Finland and Africa, Asia, and Latin
America and the Caribbean for the SDGs6 -- discusses the key outcomes
from the workshop and makes recommendations for future actions to
turn national experiences into a transformative force internationally.
In addition, FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES started work on a report examining
the cumulative impact and contribution of the FinCEAL Initiative to the
Finnish science community’s scientific collaboration with Africa, Asia,
and LAC. The report is in preparation and will be published in 2021.

Table: Seminars that were granted UniPID funding in 2020

However, only the Development Days 2020 and DocShop were realized,
as the other seminars had to be cancelled. The budget reserved for the
cancelled grants was re-allocated to UniPID Virtual Studies. Because it
seemed the pandemic would continue to affect event organization in
2021, a new seminar grant call was not organized in 2020.

FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES communication and dissemination activities
were somewhat smaller in 2020 than in previous years due to the
reduced amount of activities. The focus of the communication adapted

https://www.unipid.fi/finceal/what-is-finceal/
https://www.unipid.fi/news/finceal-bridges-seminar-sustainabledevelopment-goals-and-partnerships-for-transformation/
4

6https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4460/green_paper_long_for_online_

5

final.pdf
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to the changes brought by the pandemic, for example by highlighting
strategies for working remotely and events organized virtually. Over 620
researchers and experts were reached through these efforts and the
UniPID communication channels were also utilized for reaching a broad
base of stakeholders.

Amongst other tasks, UniPID developed an infographic depicting the AUEU High Level Policy Dialogue8; contributed to a Monitoring & Evaluation
framework for the FNSSA Partnership and a related baseline
assessment; and supported the development of two studies, one
examining the projects funded by the FNSSA Partnership and the other
analysing the FNSSA Roadmap in relation to emerging policies and
priorities of the African Union and European Union. These tasks support
the EU’s science diplomacy actions related to food and nutrition security
and sustainable agriculture, including future funding priorities.

The FinCEAL Infobank, a multidisciplinary database of Finnish expertise,
continued to serve potential partners, ministries, and other institutions
with easily accessible information on existing Finnish research
cooperation with partners in the regions. By the end of 2020, the
FinCEAL Infobank recorded a total of 233 expert profiles and 256
cooperation projects.

4.2.3 LEAP-Agri
The Long-term EU-Africa Research and Innovation Partnership on Food
and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (LEAP-Agri)9 project
is a joint Europe-Africa research and innovation initiative related to
FNSSA. The project has two pillars: funding research & innovation
projects on FNSSA and feeding the long-term EU-AU Partnership on
FNSSA. UniPID contributes to the second pillar.

4.2.2 LEAP4FNSSA
LEAP4FNSSA7, or the Long-Term EU-AU Research and Innovation
Partnership for Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture,
is a project aiming to provide a tool for European and African institutions
to engage in a sustainable partnership platform for research and
innovation on food and nutrition security and sustainable agriculture
(FNSSA).

The project launched a call in 2017 that resulted in the funding of 27
projects, 4 of which include Finnish partners. In 2020, these projects are
undertaking their research activities, resulting in research outputs,
innovations, and other outcomes contributing to better knowledge of
issues related to food and nutrition security and sustainable agriculture.
In 2020, UniPID contributed to the development of a framework for longterm policy, funding, and research cooperation in FNSSA, which aims to
lead to more consistent and reliable research funding in the field.

UniPID is co-coordinator with South Africa’s Department of Science and
Innovation of Work Package 1, which provides support to the FNSSA
Partnership and the Bureau of the EU-Africa High Level Policy Dialogue
(HLPD). In this role, UniPID organised meetings of the EU-Africa HLPD
Working Group on FNSSA. The Working Group is responsible for
providing oversight and monitoring of the FNSSA Partnership and makes
recommendations relevant to the implementation of activities in support
of the Partnership.

7

https://www.leap4fnssa.eu/

8https://www.leap4fnssa.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/FNSSA-

Partnership-Infographic.pdf
9 https://www.leap-agri.com/
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5 POLICY DIALOGUE
In 2020, UniPID’s major policy contributions focused on planning
a globally responsible funding programme in the frame of the
Ministry of Education and Culture’s KV-foorumi, on continuing to
pilot the administrative service for the Ministry for Foreign Affairs
for commissioned studies on development, and on the initiative to
highlight Finland’s role in responding to the global learning crisis.

14
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UniPID contributed actively to Finland’s Africa Strategy process
and to the formulation of Finland’s long-term development policy
alignments. In addition, UniPID contributed to international
science policy processes through the projects.

5.1 Development Policy
Responsibility

and

Universities’

Global

5.1.1 Administrative Service for the MFA for Commissioned
Studies on Development

In 2020, UniPID’s major policy contributions focused on planning a
globally responsible funding programme in the frame of the Ministry of
Education and Culture’s (MEC) KV-foorumi, on continuing to pilot the
administrative service for the Ministry for Foreign Affairs (MFA) for
commissioned studies on development, and on the initiative to highlight
Finland’s role in responding to the global learning crisis. UniPID also
contributed actively to Finland’s Africa Strategy process and to the
formulation of Finland’s long-term development policy alignments.

In 2020, UniPID continued piloting the administrative service for the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs for commissioned studies related to
development policy. UniPID’s service aimed to identify and contract the
most suitable available researchers for studies commissioned by the
MFA, and to develop the administrative framework to facilitate reciprocal
cooperation between researchers and ministry officials. The wider goal
was to increase knowledge-based development policy planning,
decision-making, and development cooperation. The Chair of the UniPID
Board, professor Elina Oinas from the University of Helsinki, served as
the academic advisor for the service.

UniPID nominated Elias Pekkola from Tampere University and Kaisa
Korhonen-Kurki from the University of Helsinki as his substitute to
represent UniPID in the Finnish Development Policy Committee (DPC)
during the term 2020-2023. UniPID also continued as an observer
member in the Finnish Scholars at Risk (SAR) steering committee,
represented by UniPID director Johanna Kivimäki.

Three studies commissioned by the MFA were completed in 2020:
1. Vesidiplomatia – konseptin edistäminen10;
2. Connecting Europe and Africa – Perspectives for Development
and Investment Cooperation11;
3. Alignment of India’s and Finland’s Africa cooperation.

Additionally, UniPID continued its close cooperation with the Finnish
Society for Development Research (FSDR) throughout 2020. As in
previous years, the UniPID director acted as an active member of the
society’s board.

Both researchers and ministry officials found the collaboration fruitful
and useful for their own work. Stakeholder meetings related to the
studies as well as the reports have gathered wide audiences also
outside of the MFA. The service pilot was concluded in the beginning of
August 2020. In December, UniPID responded to a tender request from
the MFA to establish a Commissioned Studies Mechanism that would
continue to facilitate similar service and cooperation. The tender was
successful, and the mechanism is launched in April 2021.

UniPID contributed to several
large-scale national policy
processes in 2020.
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Report: Vesidiplomatia: Konseptin edistäminen ja suomalainen lisäarvo

Report: Connecting Africa: Perspectives for Energy, Transport, Digitalisation
and Research & Innovation
11
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5.1.2 MEC’s Internationalization Forum
UniPID continued an active role in the Ministry of Education and
Culture’s forum for international affairs of higher education and
research (KV-foorumi). UniPID nominated Sari Havu-Nuutinen from the
University of Eastern Finland and the UniPID director Johanna Kivimäki
as her vice to the newly established KV-foorumi for the years 20202023. KV-foorumi got together three times in 2020, in addition to which
different subgroup meetings were organized.

UniPID
representatives
participated actively in the
work of national coordination
groups established by the
Ministry of Education and
Culture and the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs.

Starting in the fall 2020, the UniPID director co-chaired with the MFA
representative a subgroup to plan a globally responsible funding
programme to support higher education and research cooperation with
partners from the Global South. During the fall, the subgroup gathered
two times and its work focused on mapping the already existing and
relevant national funding programmes and on defining their needs for
development. In addition, a plan was drafted for a benchmarking
analysis of relevant foreign programmes to support the process.

5.1.3 Education Sector Development Cooperation

5.1.4 Finland’s Africa Strategy

Professor Elina Lehtomäki from the University of Oulu and the UniPID
director as her vice represented UniPID in a national coordination group
on education sector development cooperation, established by the MFA
and MEC. In this work, UniPID highlighted especially the research-based
focus and the systemic approach, which encompasses all levels of
education from early childhood education to higher education. UniPID
has also offered to contribute to strengthening the expertise of Finnish
education sector development cooperation actors on developmentrelated knowledge and understanding of local contexts. The
coordination group gathered two times in 2020.

In 2020, Finland embarked on the formation of a strategy for its
cooperation with African countries, led by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs.
The work was developed through four thematic working groups: peace
and security; sustainable economics; climate, environment, and natural
resources; and education and skills (including science and innovation).
Youth, equality, and migration were cross-cutting themes. The MFA
organized virtual stakeholder hearings to discuss the strategy and these
themes in more detail. Both the UniPID Coordination Unit and Board
Members actively engaged with this process, identifying relevant
stakeholders to take part in the hearings and participating in hearings
themselves.
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UniPID’s key messages in the strategy process were:

5.2 International Science Policy Processes
In 2020, UniPID contributed to important international science policy
processes to support and advance Finnish research as well as Science,
Technology and Innovation (STI) cooperation with third countries related
to global challenges. The FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES project provided input
into the compilation of information on Finnish research cooperation with
China, Brazil, and Africa, supporting Finnish ministries’ work on science
dialogue and diplomacy with the EU and third countries.
In addition, UniPID participated in the AU-EU High Level Policy Dialogue
Virtual Plenary meeting of the Senior Officials Meeting, organised in
June, to foster the Finnish scientific community’s participation in the biregional cooperation between EU and Africa.
UniPID also contributed to shaping the policies and priorities of AU-EU
science policy cooperation via the Horizon 2020 projects in which UniPID
participates.

UniPID participated in several
international policy dialogue
processes
through
the
projects.
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6 COMMUNICATIONS
The UniPID communication channels include the UniPID website,
mailing list, newsletter, Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn. In
addition, there is also the FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES newsletter.
UniPID shares information on its own activities, the member
universities’ activities, funding and job opportunities, publications,
and events that are related to global sustainable development,
higher education, and policy.
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News about the UniPID Virtual Studies, funding and job
opportunities, and updates on the activities of UniPID and its
member universities continue to attract the most attention. In
2020, UniPID became more active on Twitter and gained a
significant amount of new followers. The Coordination Unit also
prepared a Communications Strategy which will be finalized in
2021.

Between 1 January and 31 December 2020, over 13 000 users visited
the UniPID website on nearly 22 000 sessions. The numbers reduced
from the year 2019, with 5 000 users less in 2020. A significant factor
behind the reduction is most likely that there was no FinCEAL Plus
BRIDGES funding call open in 2020, eliminating the visits from
researchers looking for more information and applying for grants.

The Coordination Unit worked on creating the UniPID Communications
Strategy throughout 2020, defining key messages, target audiences,
and other strategic guidelines for the further development of UniPID
communications. The strategy will be finalized in the spring of 2021.

The total number of pageviews during 2020 was more than 56 600. The
most popular page on the website by far was the Virtual Studies front
page12, which received almost 25% of all views. The second most
popular page was the front page13, with 15% of views. The busiest time
on the website was late August and early September, most likely due to
students starting to plan their studies for the new academic year.
UniPID sent out 9 UniPID newsletters and 7 FinCEAL newsletters in
2020. The FinCEAL newsletters were suspended for the fall due to the
postponement of project activities. The subscriber count on both
newsletters decreased slightly, but the performance of the newsletters
was solid throughout the years. The most popular items were funding
and job opportunities and news from UniPID and its member
universities.

Subscribers/likes
December 2020

UniPID mailing list

422

456

+8,1%

UniPID newsletter

856

795

-7,1%

FinCEAL Plus
newsletter

642

622

-3,1%

UniPID Facebook
followers

1329

1387

+4,3%

UniPID LinkedIn

232

243

+4,7%

UniPID Twitter

157

262

+66,9%

Table: UniPID communications statistics 2020

On social media, UniPID increased the use of Twitter and gained a
significant amount of new followers, while also gaining some new
followers on Facebook and LinkedIn. On Twitter, UniPID regularly gained
6 000-10 000 tweet impressions per month, September being the most
active month with 51 tweets and 23 700 impressions. News on the
Virtual Studies, events, and relevant reports were the most popular
topics. On Facebook, posts concerning the Coordination Unit continued
to gain the most engagement from followers, with the Happy holidays video and news of the UniPID coordination transfer being the most
popular posts. Job opportunities and posts on/from events were also
popular.
12

Subscribers/likes
January 2020

Channel

https://www.unipid.fi/students/virtual-studies/

13
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https://www.unipid.fi/

Change
percentage

”

Marja-Leena Laakso
Vice Rector, Education
University of Jyväskylä
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UniPID is a true trailblazer in advancing Finnish
universities' global responsibility and in boosting
our joint response to global challenges. UniPID’s
valuable work, spanning nearly two decades,
challenges as well as supports us at Finnish
universities in putting sustainable development
front and center in all our activities.
It has been an absolute honour for us at the
University of Jyväskylä to host the UniPID
Network Coordination Unit on our campus since
its establishment and we look forward to
continuing our fruitful collaboration.”

