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1 Executive Summary 

This report highlights the activities and achievements of the Finnish University Partnership for 

International Development (UniPID) in 2019 through the lens of the network’s strategic priorities 

of strengthening and advancing the interdisciplinary education, research, and societal impact of 

member universities on global development. This summary provides short highlights from the year, 

with more detailed reporting of our activities found in the full report. 

1.1 Steering and Management 

In 2019, UniPID created its strategy for 2020-2025, undertaking a process that included two 

distinct workshops and substantial inputs from the UniPID Board. The new strategy brings global 

south perspectives and sustainable development pathways to the forefront of UniPID’s mission, 

aiming to integrate these more meaningfully into the education, research, and societal impact 

activities of member universities. 

1.2 Education Support 

In January 2019, the first UniPID lecturer started her work. The post was initiated in collaboration 

with Development Studies, University of Helsinki, and was created to support the development and 

pedagogy of the UniPID Virtual Studies courses and other UniPID teaching or training related 

activities. As one of her tasks, the lecturer taught one UniPID course in the fall of 2019.  

The lecturer undertook a significant amount of communication and collaboration with UniPID 

member universities regarding information flow, the future of the Virtual Studies courses, 

integration of UniPID courses into member university syllabi, and helping teachers develop their 

virtual courses. The lecturer also actively engaged in UniPID’s strategy work through the UniPID 

Virtual Studies working group in fall 2019. 

1.3 Research Support 

In November, the FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES project and UniPID organised a public seminar to discuss 

how to mobilise Finland’s expertise on research and innovation in support of global partnerships 

towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The event took place at Think 

Corner Lounge, University of Helsinki.  

A panel, comprised of representatives from government, academia, the private sector, and civil 

society, discussed how to mobilise Finland’s expertise on research and innovation in support of 

global partnerships, from their own sectorial experience. This was followed by an example 

presentation from the Executive Director of STINT, the Swedish Foundation for International 

Cooperation in Research and Higher Education, about how Sweden supports strategic 

internationalization. The seminar concluded with group discussions on ways to support the 

development of transformative partnerships, which will be the basis for a Green Paper to be shared 

with policy makers in 2020.  

1.4 Societal Advocacy and Communication 

UniPID piloted an administrative service for the MFA for commissioned studies related to 

development policy. UniPID’s service aims to identify the most suitable available researchers for 

studies commissioned by the MFA, and to create the administrative framework to facilitate 

reciprocal cooperation between researchers and ministry officials. Eight studies commissioned by 

the MFA were completed in 2019. 
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1.5 2019 in Numbers 
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2 Steering and Management 

UniPID is a network of Finnish universities1, established in 2002 to strengthen universities’ global 

responsibility and response to global challenges. Through institutional cooperation, UniPID 

advances the interdisciplinary education, research, and societal impact of universities related to 

global development.  

In 2019, the UniPID network comprised nine member universities and was coordinated by the 

University of Jyväskylä. UniPID’s core budget is based on fees paid by member universities and 

totalled 143 000 € in 2019. In addition, UniPID coordinated and implemented a great variety of 

project activities with funding from the Ministry of Education and Culture (MEC), Horizon 2020, and 

the Ministry for Foreign Affairs (MFA). 

2.1 UniPID Board Meetings 

The UniPID Board held four meetings in 2019. Member universities’ representation was fairly 

comprehensive and the representatives remained active throughout the year. The fourth meeting 

of the year was held virtually. 

Meeting place Time 
Number of 

participants 

Represented 

member 

universities 

Represented 

observer 

members 

University of Helsinki 11.2.2019 13 + 5 virtually 9 2 

Wuolle Manor House, Hauho 

(Planning Days 2019)  
5.6.2019 18  9 1 

Aalto University  30.8.2019 17 8 2 

Virtual meeting 13.12.2019 15 via Zoom 7 1 

2.2 UniPID Strategy 2020-2025 

One of the main activities of the year was drafting the UniPID Strategy for 2020-2025. A working 

group was formed within the Board to support the strategy planning process. MSc Miia Toikka was 

hired to conduct a stakeholder 

survey and to facilitate the initial 

phases of the strategy process. 

The UniPID Planning Days 2019, 

held in Hauho on 4-5 June, were 

spent drafting the mission and 

vision and brainstorming the 

strategic priorities and the main 

stakeholder groups through which 

the strategic priorities could be 

advanced. A second strategy 

workshop took place on 30 

August at Aalto University, where 

the prioritization of strategic 

 

1 Member universities: Aalto University, Tampere University, University of Eastern Finland, University of 

Helsinki, University of Jyväskylä, University of Lapland, University of Oulu, University of Turku, Åbo Akademi 

University 
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priorities took place. The strategy working group worked on drafts and guided the process between 

these workshops. The Board members had the opportunity to comment the draft online before the 

final draft of the Strategy was presented and approved in the 4th Board meeting on 13 December. 

According to the Strategy 2020-2025, UniPID supports higher education institutions in bringing 

Global South perspectives into their education, research, and societal impact activities, thus 

promoting international partnerships in support of sustainable development pathways. With the 

help of UniPID and through collaborative partnerships with actors in the Global South, Finnish 

universities will have successfully integrated sustainable development pathways into the three 

pillars of higher education -- education, research and societal impact activities – by 2025. UniPID 

will prioritize the enhancement of the member universities' ownership of the network; the further 

development of the Virtual Studies; and engagement with policy areas related to science, higher 

education, and development to contribute to evidence-informed decision-making in Finland, the 

European Union, and, when possible, globally. 

2.3 Working Group Activities 

The UniPID Board convenes several working groups to support the implementation of the network’s 

strategic priorities and guide its activities throughout the year. Beyond the five existing working 

groups, an additional working group was established for 2019 to support the UniPID Strategy.  

The Policy and Impact working group focused its work on drafting the new Strategy’s third strategic 

priority concerning science policy and evidence-informed decision-making. 

As in previous years, a working group was formed for the Master’s Award in Development Studies 

preselection committee to execute the preliminary assessment of the submissions. The committee 

consisted of representatives of the UniPID Board and Coordination Unit, as well as the Finnish 

Society for Development Research (FSDR).  

The Virtual Studies working group contributed to the development of the Strategy and supported 

the planning of the Virtual Studies. For these purposes, the working group met once in Turku and 

discussed through e-mail.  

The Projects working group was consulted regarding UniPID’s participation in a consortium 

responding to a Horizon 2020 call for proposals on The gender perspective of science, technology 

and innovation (STI) dialogue with third countries, part of the Science with and for Society Work 

Programme. The Projects working group approved UniPID’s participation and role in the proposal.  

The Doctoral Training working group was consulted for the organization of the DocNet seminar and 

selecting ‘co-creation of knowledge’ as the theme for the event. Aalto University hosted the seminar 

and was responsible for its academic content.  

As in previous years, a short-term selection committee was formed in December to evaluate the 

applications for grants to support the organization of seminars on global development in 2019. 

2.4 Project Applications 

UniPID was involved as a partner institution in one project application in 2019, responding to the 

Horizon 2020 Science with and for Society call, SwafS-12-20192. The proposal, International 

Dialogues on Gender in Science, Technology and Innovation Cooperation (INDA-Gender), aimed to 

investigate and map how gender equality matters are taken into consideration in international STI 

 
2https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-

details/swafs-12-2019 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/swafs-12-2019
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/swafs-12-2019
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cooperation between the EU (Member States and associated countries) and international partner 

countries. In the proposal, UniPID was foreseen to coordinate the development and procurement 

of targeted studies, and especially in integrating Finnish gender experts into the research work of 

the project. Despite a very good evaluation, the application was not successful, but nevertheless 

served to highlight the interest within Finland in further investigating how gender is taken into 

account in science policy and dialogue as well as in UniPID’s role in supporting the creation of links 

between Finnish and international scientists. 

3 Education Services 

3.1 UniPID Virtual Studies 

In 2019, a total of 12 UniPID Virtual Studies courses were offered. The courses were organised by 

six UniPID member universities, and students from all nine 

member universities completed courses. 

In total, there were 337 UniPID course completions by students 

in 2019. However, it should be noted that students from the 

host university of the course often register through the 

university’s own registration system and are thus missing from 

the course completions statistics.  

A much larger amount of students applied to participate in the 

courses than could be admitted. At least 738 applications were 

submitted to courses that took place in 2019. 

3.1.1 Call for UniPID Virtual Studies courses in Spring 2019 

One of UniPID’s main activities is to offer virtual courses on Sustainable Development and the 

Global South to the students of UniPID member universities. The UniPID courses are selected 

through an open, annual call for courses. The amount of funding is 6 500 € for new courses and 

4 500 € for updating existing courses. The course must be offered three times and in consecutive 

academic years, unless otherwise agreed. 

The objective of the call in 2019 was to fund two new courses and one course update, with a total 

allocated budget of 17 500 €.  

The call attracted seven (7) proposals for new courses and four (4) proposals for updating a course 

that was previously offered via UniPID. The assessment group, consisting of the UniPID lecturer 

and two members of the UniPID Board’s Virtual Studies Working Group, proposed to grant funding 

for only one new course, as the other new course proposals failed to sufficiently meet the set 

criteria or respond to the core aim of UniPID to integrate the Global South in approaches to 

sustainability. Based on the proposal made by the assessment group, the Board reached a decision 

to fund the following courses with a total funding of 20 000 €: 

Course organiser  Course title  Category  Funding  

University of Oulu  Global Education Development  New  6 500 €  

Åbo Akademi University  Migration, Development and Human Rights  Update  4 500 €  

University of Helsinki  Introduction to Development Economics  Update  4 500 €  

University of Jyväskylä  
Towards Sustainable Development Goals: the Nexus 

of Water, Food and Energy  
Update  4 500 €  

Courses offered by university 

Åbo Akademi 3 

Tampere University 2 

University of Eastern Finland 1 

University of Helsinki 4 

University of Jyväskylä 1 

University of Turku 1 
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As an outcome of the call process, it was decided that the 2020 call would be opened in early 

2020 and that the requirement of the Global South perspective would be communicated even 

more clearly in the call. 

3.1.2 SIMHE Courses – Supporting Immigrants in Higher Education in 

Finland 

In 2019, the Virtual Studies courses for asylum seekers, refugees, and other migrants, which were 

funded from the SIMHE-UniPID pilot project’s (2016-17) budget, were organised for the third and 

final time.  SIMHE reinforces the role of higher education institutions in supporting the integration 

of immigrants and facilitates the development of higher education studies and administrative 

practices related to them. Since 2017, SIMHE has been carried out by the University of Jyväskylä’s 

Student and Academic services. 

The University of Helsinki organised a course “Introduction to Research Methods” during the 

spring, while the “Gender and Sexuality” course was held in the fall. Tampere University organised 

the course “Technologies for Learning” in the fall with better participant success than in 2018. 

3.2 Master’s Award in Development Studies 2019 

In total, 14 students participated in the competition for the 

2019 Master’s Award in Development Studies. The students 

represented various disciplines and three different UniPID 

member universities. As in previous years, the Finnish 

Society for Development Research (FSDR) co-organised the 

competition.  

The competition’s 1 000 € main prize was granted to Martta Kaskinen from the discipline of 

Development Studies at the University of Helsinki3. Her thesis is titled Just Fundraising? Finnish 

NGO campaign imaginaries of women and girls in the Global South. In addition to the main prize, 

three honorary mentions, one worth 250 € and two worth 125 €, were awarded. Daniel Nyarko-

Afriyie (University of Jyväskylä) received the first honorary mention with his thesis in Development 

and International Cooperation titled To Go or Not to Go: Assessing the "Borga" image as a factor in 

the decision-making process of the prospective Ghanaian migrant. The third place was shared 

between Quivine Ndomo (University of Jyväskylä), with her thesis Rationalized Realities: An 

interpretation of the narrated lived experiences of African international student migrants staying 

in Finland, and Katriina Huttunen (University of Helsinki) with her thesis Affective attachments to 

structures of inequality: Translations of global power asymmetries in touristic dance and music 

workshops in Senegal. 

The Master’s Award Committee 2019 consisted of researcher Helena Jerman and professor 

emeritus Pertti Haaparanta. The Award Committee made the final selections of the winners based 

on the first selection made by the pre-selection working group. As in previous years, UniPID served 

as the secretary of the award. The awards will be handed out in conjunction with the FSDR 

Development Days 2020 conference. 

 
3 https://www.unipid.fi/news/master_s_award_in_development_studies_2019_to_martta_kaskinen/  

Number of submissions/university 

University of Helsinki 7 

University of Jyväskylä 5 

University of Oulu 2 

https://www.unipid.fi/news/master_s_award_in_development_studies_2019_to_martta_kaskinen/
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4 Research Support 

4.1 Support for Seminars on Global Development 

UniPID continued to grant support for member universities’ seminars touching upon global 

development. The application round for support for seminars taking place in 2019 was open from 

September to November 2018. UniPID received six applications, of which support was granted to 

three seminars with a total sum of 5 000 €.  

The following seminars received financial support from UniPID in 2019: 

Organiser  Title of the Seminar Time and place Funding 

University of Helsinki / 

FSDR 
Development Days 2019 27.2.-1.3.2019, Helsinki 2000 € 

University of Oulu Burning Questions 2019 17.-18.1.2019, Oulu 2000 € 

Aalto University 
Adaptive Handprints Seminar 

Series 

18.9., 16.10., 13.11., and 

11.12.2019, Espoo 
1000 € 

The 2019 call for proposals for seminar grants was organised during October to November 2019. 

The call attracted fifteen applications, and five seminars were granted support for 2020. 

4.2 UniPID DocNet – Finnish Development Research Doctoral Network  

In 2019, the Finnish development research doctoral network, UniPID DocNet, continued its 

established activities. The goal of UniPID DocNet is to support the interdisciplinary training and 

networking of doctoral candidates who work on dissertations in development research or on a topic 

related to global development or the global south.  

The UniPID DocShop 2019: Staying with the Discipline? was held on 27 February 2019 in 

conjunction with the Development Days 2019 conference. Associate professor Dr. Rosalba Icaza 

Garza from Erasmus University Rotterdam was a guest of honour at the workshop. 

The fourth UniPID DocNet Seminar was organised on 10-11 October, hosted by Aalto University in 

Espoo. The general theme of the seminar was “Co-Creation of Knowledge in Sustainable 

Development”4. The seminar started with an open event that included a panel discussion with 

panellists from the MFA, UNTIL, Aalto University, and Fingo, and attracted some 50 participants. 

The closed PhD seminar brought together 18 doctoral candidates and supervisors.  

The rolling call for new members remained open during 2019, and by the end of the year the 

DocNet network included in total 89 doctoral candidates and 48 supervisors as members. 

4.3 UniPID Projects Supporting Research Cooperation 

4.3.1 FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES 

UniPID continued the work of the FinCEAL Initiative, 

kicking off a new two-year project as part of the 

Initiative. FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES (2019-2020)5 

supports the development of partnerships and 

collaborative research activities between the Finnish research community and those in Africa, Asia, 

 
4 https://www.unipid.fi/news/unipid-docnet-seminar-2019/  
5 https://www.unipid.fi/finceal/what-is-finceal/  

https://www.unipid.fi/news/unipid-docnet-seminar-2019/
https://www.unipid.fi/finceal/what-is-finceal/
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and Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC). In addition, the project facilitates connections with 

European partners, whenever the cooperation also includes partners from the regions. The Finnish 

Ministry of Education and Culture funds the project.  

In 2019, FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES awarded 88 grants worth 154 335 € to support research 

cooperation related to the SDGs between researchers in Finland and the focus regions and to 

strengthen Finnish participation in the 2030 Agenda and the EU’s science, technology, and 

innovation policy dialogues with Africa, Asia, and LAC. The project: 

• Awarded 36 travel grants, worth 46 929 €, to Finland-based researchers to facilitate their 

participation in regionally significant events, conferences, workshops, or networking events 

related to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

• Awarded 19 grants, worth 26 319 €, to increase Finnish participation in policy-relevant 

events and fora. 

• Awarded 16 event grants, worth 40 473 €, to the Finnish scientific community to support 

the organization of events in Finland or abroad. 

• Awarded 17 research visit grants, worth 39 614 €, to support short-term research stays in 

Finland for researchers from the FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES focus regions. 

As a result of these activities, the Finnish research community was able to expand and develop 

contributions to the implementation of the SDGs. For example, Finnish researchers developed new 

partnerships and strengthened existing ones, leading to research results, joint publications, joint 

funding applications, policy briefs, researcher training, and researcher exchange related to topics 

relevant for the SDGs. For Finnish institutions and the scientific community, the FinCEAL Plus 

BRIDGES grants provided visibility, contacts, promoted institutional and national profiles, and 

promoted Finland as a good partner for collaboration. A detailed table of reported impacts of the 

grants can be found in Annex 1 Impact of FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES Grants. 
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At the end of 2019, FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES organised a seminar, Sustainable Development Goals 

and Partnerships for Transformation6. Panellists and participants discussed how to mobilize 

Finland’s expertise on research and innovation in support of global partnerships towards achieving 

the SDGs. Drawing on 

the discussions and 

group work that took 

place during the event, 

a Green Paper will be 

drafted in 2020 on the 

potential for Finland’s 

contribution to the 

global implementation 

of the SDGs. An open 

consultation process 

will be undertaken 

with the Finnish 

science community to ensure ownership of the paper and a final input will be submitted to the 

Prime Minister’s office, which is responsible for coordinating Finland’s SDGs activities.  

FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES undertook communication and dissemination activities in 2019. The 

FinCEAL Infobank, a multidisciplinary database of Finnish expertise, expanded to include expert 

profiles alongside the projects. By the end of 2019, the FinCEAL Infobank recorded a total of 225 

expert profiles and 253 cooperation projects. The Infobank provides potential partners, ministries, 

and other institutions with easily accessible information on existing Finnish research cooperation 

with partners in the regions. Ministry officials are better prepared for mission trips to, or when 

receiving guests from, the regions. In addition, FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES engaged with more than 

650 researchers and experts via regular newsletters, blog posts, and social media updates to 

provide information on relevant events, policy processes, reports and publications, and other 

opportunities.  

UniPID continued discussions and activities related to the sustainability of the FinCEAL Initiative. 

The Initiative was presented at the international working group meetings of both Unifi and Arene, 

and discussed in Unifi’s Board meeting. Despite the support from the higher education institutions’ 

leadership for the Initiative and its activities, there was no progress toward establishing a long-

term framework for sustainability for the FinCEAL Initiative. 

4.3.2 PRE-LEAP-RE 

UniPID continued to take part in the Horizon 2020 project 

PREparing for a Long-Term Joint EU-AU Research and 

Innovation Partnership on Renewable Energy (PRE-LEAP-

RE)7, which ended in October. The project formed the basis 

for future long-term African-European collaboration in renewable energy and aimed to contribute 

to a better understanding of the African Union-European Union ecosystem.  

The work in 2019 focused on developing a joint vision for future bi-regional collaboration in the 

field of renewable energy technologies. To this end, four background papers were developed and 

 
6 https://www.unipid.fi/news/finceal-bridges-seminar-sustainable-development-goals-and-partnerships-for-

transformation/ 
7 http://www.leap-re.eu/  

https://www.unipid.fi/news/finceal-bridges-seminar-sustainable-development-goals-and-partnerships-for-transformation/
https://www.unipid.fi/news/finceal-bridges-seminar-sustainable-development-goals-and-partnerships-for-transformation/
http://www.leap-re.eu/
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published, though they are still considered in development. The first background paper8 outlines 

six multi-annual roadmaps for future cooperation; the second9 describes funding scenarios for 

future cooperation; the third10, a long-term vision for cooperation; and the fourth11, individual 

contributions and funding regulations. These papers form the basis for a future EU-AU partnership 

in renewable energy and for the research, innovation, and human and institutional capacity 

building agendas to be implemented by that partnership. 

Stakeholder engagement was another focus of the work in 2019 for both the consortium and for 

UniPID. Two stakeholder workshops were held, one in Stellenbosch, South Africa and one in 

Nairobi, Kenya, both of which supported stakeholder engagement with the background papers and 

the design of the future partnership. UniPID worked within Finland to increase awareness of and 

engagement with the project and its future actions, especially by research funding organizations 

(such as the Academy of Finland and Business Finland) and researchers working on relevant 

topics. Towards the end of the project, the consortium started preparing a proposal for the 

establishment of a Long-Term EU-AU Partnership in Renewable Energy, LEAP-RE. UniPID is also 

involved in the preparation, which continues in 2020. 

4.3.3 LEAP4FNSSA 

In February, the Horizon 2020 project Long-Term EU-AU Research and 

Innovation Partnership for Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable 

Agriculture (LEAP4FNSSA) was launched12. The project aims to provide a 

tool for European and African institutions to engage in a sustainable 

partnership platform for research and innovation on food and nutrition 

security and sustainable agriculture (FNSSA). 

UniPID is co-coordinator with South Africa’s Department of Science and 

Innovation of Work Package 1, which provides support to the FNSSA Partnership and the Bureau 

of the EU-Africa High Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD). In this role, UniPID organised meetings of the 

EU-Africa HLPD Working Group on FNSSA. The Working Group is responsible for providing oversight 

and monitoring of the FNSSA Partnership and makes recommendations relevant to the 

implementation of activities in support of the Partnership.  

Amongst other tasks, UniPID contributed to an evaluation of the FNSSA Partnership, which was 

presented at the Senior Officials Meeting of the HLPD in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in November. The 

evaluation enables the FNSSA Working Group and the High Level Policy Dialogue to better 

understand the contribution of the Partnership and future needs. Alongside the Senior Officials 

Meeting, a Stakeholder Event was held for researchers and other actors interested in EU-AU 

science cooperation. As a partner in LEAP4FNSSA, UniPID supported the organization of a session 

of the Stakeholder Event, which focused on research and innovation cooperation in FNSSA. 

Participants in the session gave feedback to the project and to the European and African Union 

Commissions regarding needs for linking research results with end users and producers to 

consumers, which may be considered in the future design of calls. 

 
8 http://www.leap-re.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/1-Background-Paper-Roadmaps-Ecosystem-2.pdf 
9 http://www.leap-re.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/2-Background-Paper-Funding-Private-Sector.pdf 
10 http://www.leap-re.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/3-Background-Paper-Long-term-Perspective.pdf 
11http://www.leap-re.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/4-Background-Paper-Individual-Funding-

Contribution-Regulations.pdf 
12 https://www.leap4fnssa.eu/  

http://www.leap-re.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/1-Background-Paper-Roadmaps-Ecosystem-2.pdf
http://www.leap-re.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/2-Background-Paper-Funding-Private-Sector.pdf
http://www.leap-re.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/3-Background-Paper-Long-term-Perspective.pdf
http://www.leap-re.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/4-Background-Paper-Individual-Funding-Contribution-Regulations.pdf
http://www.leap-re.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/4-Background-Paper-Individual-Funding-Contribution-Regulations.pdf
https://www.leap4fnssa.eu/
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4.3.4 LEAP-Agri  

The Long-term EU-Africa Research and Innovation Partnership 

on Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture 

(LEAP-Agri)13 project is a joint Europe-Africa research and 

innovation initiative related to FNSSA. The project has two 

pillars: funding research & innovation projects on FNSSA and 

feeding the long-term EU-AU Partnership on FNSSA. UniPID 

contributes to the second pillar. 

The project launched a call in 2017 that resulted in the funding of 27 projects. In 2019, these 

projects are undertaking their research activities, resulting in research outputs, innovations, and 

other outcomes contributing to better knowledge of issues related to food and nutrition security 

and sustainable agriculture. 

5 Event Organization and Participation 

In 2019, UniPID and its FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES project organised or co-organised 9 major events 

in Finland, which gathered in total over 350 participants. Internationally, 5 events were organised 

or co-organised via the FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES, PRE-LEAP-RE, and LEAP4FNSSA projects, and these 

events gathered over 140 participants in total. More detailed information on the events can be 

found in Annex 2 Events. 

 

 

 
13 https://www.leap-agri.com/  

https://www.leap-agri.com/
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Events in orange are those organised or co-organised by UniPID. 

Events in grey are those in which UniPID participated.  
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6 Societal Advocacy in 2019 

6.1 Development Policy and Universities’ Global Responsibility 

In 2019, UniPID’s major policy contributions focused on the follow up of the Ministry of Education 

and Culture’s (MEC) internationalization strategy for higher education and research, on piloting an 

administrative service for the Ministry for Foreign Affairs (MFA) for commissioned studies on 

development, and on the initiative to highlight Finland’s role in responding to the global crisis of 

education.  

UniPID continued to be represented in the Finnish Development Policy Committee (DPC) by 

professor Jussi Pakkasvirta from the University of Helsinki and Katarina Frostell from Åbo Akademi 

as his substitute. UniPID was also represented in the Finnish Scholars at Risk (SAR) steering 

committee by UniPID Lecturer Minna Hakkarainen.  

UniPID also continued its close cooperation with the Finnish Society for Development Research 

(FSDR) throughout 2019. As in previous years, the UniPID Coordinator acted as an active member 

of the society’s board.  

6.1.1 Ministry of Education and Culture’s Internationalization Forum 

UniPID continued an active role in MEC’s forum for international affairs of higher education and 

research (KV-foorumi). During 2019, the forum drafted an action plan for the implementation of 

the new internationalization strategy. The UniPID Coordinator co-chaired the global responsibility 

subgroup of the forum and took part in the formulation of indicators for the different parts of the 

action plan. The subgroup organised an open session during the national internationalization days 

to discuss the objectives for global responsibility and the respective indicators. The subgroup 

managed to secure the integration of global responsibility objectives as crosscutting themes 

throughout the action plan. 

6.1.2 Administrative Service for the Ministry for Foreign Affairs for 

Commissioned Studies on Development 

In 2019, UniPID piloted an administrative service for the MFA for commissioned studies related to 

development policy. UniPID’s service aims to identify the most suitable available researchers for 

studies commissioned by the MFA, and to create the administrative framework to facilitate 

reciprocal cooperation between researchers and ministry officials. The wider goal is to increase 

knowledge-based development policy planning, decision-making, and development cooperation. 

Eight studies commissioned by the MFA were completed in 2019:  

1. Vesidiplomatia – ennakoivaa rauhanvälitystoimintaa; 

2. Ruokaturvatutkimusta suomalaisin voimin – kartoitus kehitysmaiden ruokaturvan 

tutkimuksesta ja tutkimuskapasiteetin vahvistamisesta 2010 - 201814; 

3. Political and economic integration of Africa, and how Finland can support it?; 

4. Megatrends in Africa15; 

5. Government Architectures for Advancing Intersectoral Response to Gender Equality in 

Afghanistan, Myanmar and Nepal; 

 
14 https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4426/ruokaturvatutkimusta_suomalaisin_voimin_2010-

2018.pdf 
15 https://um.fi/documents/35732/0/Megatrends+in+Africa+%281%29.pdf/e0edc199-efee-0a8f-8e4e-

fe9ceffab34d?t=1575449939767 

https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4426/ruokaturvatutkimusta_suomalaisin_voimin_2010-2018.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4426/ruokaturvatutkimusta_suomalaisin_voimin_2010-2018.pdf
https://um.fi/documents/35732/0/Megatrends+in+Africa+%281%29.pdf/e0edc199-efee-0a8f-8e4e-fe9ceffab34d?t=1575449939767
https://um.fi/documents/35732/0/Megatrends+in+Africa+%281%29.pdf/e0edc199-efee-0a8f-8e4e-fe9ceffab34d?t=1575449939767
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6. Finnish teacher education students’ practical training and exchange in developing 

countries; 

7. The Humanitarian – Development – Peace Nexus: Best Practices and Lessons Learned 

from Norway and Sweden;  

8. Leave No One Behind: The role of Digitalization and Frontier Technologies in Enhancing 

Human Rights and Contributing to the Achievement of SDGs16. 

Both researchers and ministry officials found the collaboration fruitful. Stakeholder meetings 

related to the studies as well as the reports have gathered wide audiences also outside of the MFA.  

6.1.3 Education Sector Development Cooperation  

Professor Elina Lehtomäki (University of Oulu) from the UniPID Board represented UniPID in a 

national working group on education sector development cooperation, established by the MFA and 

MEC. In this work, UniPID highlighted especially the systemic approach, which encompasses all 

levels of education from early childhood education to higher education. UniPID has also offered to 

contribute to strengthening the expertise of Finnish education sector development cooperation 

actors on development-related knowledge and understanding of local contexts. 

6.2 International Science Policy Processes  

In 2019, UniPID continued to contribute to important international science policy processes to 

support and advance Finnish research as well as Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) 

cooperation with third countries related to global challenges. To foster the Finnish scientific 

community’s participation in the bi-regional cooperation between EU and Africa, UniPID 

participated in the EU-AU High Level Policy Dialogue Senior Officials Meeting and Stakeholder Event 

organised in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in November. Moreover, UniPID acts as Secretariat for the EU-

Africa HLPD Working Group on FNSSA and organised two face-to-face and two virtual meetings of 

the group in 2019.  

In addition, FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES provided 9 policy comments or other interventions in support 

of policy processes. 

AFRICA  

Identifying priorities for STI cooperation with Africa for the Strategic Forum on International Cooperation  

Providing support for Finnish participation in the EU-AU High Level Policy Dialogue Senior Officials 

Meeting  

Engaging Finnish research institutes and research funding organizations to participate in the collaboration 

in the field of renewable energy  

Providing input into a report on Finnish higher education collaboration with South Africa  

ASIA  

ASEM & SDGs: Promoting Economic and Social Inclusion in Asia and Europe  

ASEM Sustainable Development Dialogue (ASEM-SDD) on Enhancing Water Partnership towards the 

Sustainable Development and Inclusive Growth  

 
16 

https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4426/leave_no_one_behind_the_role_of_digitalization_and_fronti

er_technologies_report_final.pdf 

https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4426/leave_no_one_behind_the_role_of_digitalization_and_frontier_technologies_report_final.pdf
https://www.unipid.fi/site/assets/files/4426/leave_no_one_behind_the_role_of_digitalization_and_frontier_technologies_report_final.pdf
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ENRICH in China Funding Forum 2019 and supporting ENRICH in China with a joint video testimonial  

Support information for the Finland-Indonesia Joint Working Group related to research cooperation  

LAC  

Comment on Action Plan for the new Finnish Ambassador to Chile  

The FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES project continued to have an important role in UniPID’s advocacy work 

in 2019, and it has also been central in supporting the opportunities of Finnish researchers and 

institutions to increase cooperation with partners in the Global South. Through the FinCEAL Plus 

BRIDGES project, UniPID 

awarded a total of 55 

travel grants to Finnish 

researchers and experts, 

89 % of which were 

relevant to science policy. 

These included 19 

targeted travel grants to 

facilitate the participation 

and contribution of 

Finnish research 

community in specific 

events related to 

international research, 

higher education, and STI 

policy dialogues. 

The FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES delegation at the UN Multi-Stakeholder 

Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation for the SDGs 2019. 

7 Communications 

The dissemination of relevant calls, courses, and events to the scientific community and students 

was conducted through the UniPID website, the mailing list, newsletters, Facebook, Twitter, and 

LinkedIn.  

Between 1 January and 31 December 2019, 18 014 users visited the UniPID website for a total of 

31 040 sessions, which means that the audience increased by 2 300 from the previous year. In 

total, page views added up to 82 894 during the year. The busiest months in terms of users visiting 

the website were January, March, September, November, and December. The least amount of 

traffic took place during the summer, especially in July, due to the Finnish summer holidays. The 

most popular page was the Virtual Studies front page17, which accounted for 15 % of all page views. 

The second most popular page was the UniPID front page18, which received 13 % of total views. 

UniPID more than doubled the amount of its new followers on Facebook in 2019 compared to 

2018. UniPID received 140 new followers in 2019. As for post reach, six posts with the most 

extensive reach exceeded 1000 users, one of them 2400 users. These posts were related to: a 

 
17 https://www.unipid.fi/students/virtual-studies/  
18 https://www.unipid.fi/  

https://www.unipid.fi/students/virtual-studies/
https://www.unipid.fi/
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SIMHE Course advertisement, FinCEAL Grants, the Master’s Award call for theses, and UniPID 

recruitment. UniPID Facebook followers seemed to engage especially with posts that had news 

straight from the Coordination Unit staff and their pictures. 

In total, 18 Newsletters were sent in 2019, including 8 UniPID newsletters and 10 FinCEAL Plus 

newsletters. The subscriber count of the UniPID newsletter mailing list on Mailchimp decreased 

slightly, while the subscriber count on the FinCEAL Plus mailing list increased in 2019. However, 

the performance of all of the newsletters was solid throughout the year.  

Developing communications continued to be in the focus in 2019. The Coordination Unit tracked 

performance reports that services such as Facebook, Google Analytics, and Mailchimp provide in 

order to gauge the interest of the audience and to keep the provided content interesting and fresh. 

Most importantly, the Coordination Unit started working on a Communications Strategy, which will 

be finalized in 2020 and will define much of the UniPID communications for the next three to five 

years.  

The new website www.unipid.fi was launched in early 2019. The project to update and assess the 

website continued throughout the year and a more thorough assessment of user needs will be 

carried out in 2020.  

 

  
Subscribers/likes  

January 2019  

Subscribes/likes  

December 2019  

Change percentage  

  

UniPID mailing list 510 422 -17,3% 

UniPID newsletter 856  837  -2,2 %  

FinCEAL Plus newsletter 605  642  +6,1 %  

UniPID Facebook followers  1188  1328  +11,8 %  

UniPID LinkedIn  186  232  + 24,7 %  

UniPID Twitter  -  157 -  

 

http://www.unipid.fi/
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Annex 1 Impact of FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES Grants 
Grant 

type  
Beneficiary  Event  

Specific impacts based on grantee’s 

feedback  

EG  University of Oulu  
Consortium meeting, 

Chile  
• Proposal for EU-Erasmus Mundus 

Joint Master Program  

EG  University of Lapland  

Seminar: Latin 

American design 

experience exchange on 

SDGs, Finland  

• Collaboration on book chapter  

• New collaboration to 

replicate ULapland experience on 

business innovation in Brazil  

EG  University of Helsinki  

Planning and network 

meeting for a Global 

Comparative Study on 

smallholder tree 

growing in the 

tropics (TREESNET), 

Spain  

• Consortia led by UH established and 

pre-proposal submitted 

for TREESNET for the Biodiversa call 

on biodiversity and CC  

• Framework proposal used to 

approach World Bank and Finnish 

Foreign Ministry  

EG  University of Helsinki  

Climate change impact 

on ecosystems from 

Afromontane to Arctic, 

Finland  

• Co supervision of PhD students  

• Research proposal for the South 

African national Research 

Foundation  

EG  Tampere University  

IFIP WG 3.4. 

Conference on 

Sustainable ICT, 

Education and 

Learning, Tanzania  

• Several conference papers  

• Work started on share online 

courses  

OTG  University of Turku  
International Mountain 

Conference  

• Finnish expert joining the review 

process of the 6th IPCC Assessment 

Report  

• Agreed international cooperation on 

a research paper  

OTG  University of Turku  
XXV IUFRO World 

Congress  

• Agreed international cooperation on 

a research paper and join research 

project  

OTG  
Åbo Akademi + University 

of Turku  

Visit to Pune IISER, 

Pune University and 

Pune ACSIR National 

Chemistry Laboratory to 

prepare a joint PhD 

program and visit 

to Jaymani Institute of 

Pharmacy, India  

• For their BF TUTLI business project, 

a collaboration with a hospital in 

Pune that will now cooperate 

with their Parkinson's study 

developing a diagnostic test for 

Parkinson's disease  

OTG  
University of Eastern 

Finland  

9th Innovation & 

Entrepreneurship 

International 

Conference  

• The planning of a development 

project on social and health care 

(practitioner & system level) 

continues, new partners involved  

RVG  University of Helsinki  

Expert visiting 

from Benin  
(microbiology and 

health)  

• Erasmus+ CBHE proposal  

RVG  LUT  

Expert visiting 

from Uganda  
(computational and 

process engineering)  

• Erasmus+ CBHE 

proposal resubmitted  

• Submission of scientific article  

RVG  LUT  

Expert visiting 

from Ethiopia  
(computational and 

process engineering)  

• HEI-ICI fist stage proposal 

submitted  
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RVG  LUT  

Expert visiting 

from Ethiopia  
(computational and 

process engineering)  

• Marie Skłodowska-Curie Individual 

Fellow application submitted  

• Selection of PhD students for 

double-degree programme  

• Preparation of scientific publication  

RVG  University of Oulu  
Expert visiting from 

Argentina  
(health sector)  

• Kick-start pilot study digital health 

solution in both Finland and 

Argentina  

• Prepare application for H2020-

MSCA-ITN (Innovative Training 

Networks)  

RVG  University of Helsinki  
Expert visiting from 

Cuba  
(coding and robotics)  

• Research proposal present to the 

World Bank and Ibero-American 

Investment Bank  

• Draft research paper completed  

RVG  
University of Eastern 

Finland  

Expert visiting from 

Argentina  
(veterinary)  

• Research proposal submitted to 

AKA  

• Preparation of proposal for 

European call  

RVG  LAB UAS  

Expert visiting from 

India  

(Sustainable Social 

Entrepreneurship)  

• Work together on Goal Oriented 

Project Plan (GOPP) which will be 

the basis for the application for 

Erasmus+ Capacity Building funding 

(4 European and 4 Indian 

Universities)  

RVG  Tampere University  

Expert visiting from 

Indonesia  

(Smart precision 

agriculture)  

• Research funding application to the 

Ministry of Research, Technology 

and Higher Education of the 

Republic of Indonesia  

• Plans for a joint conference from 

the topic in Indonesia in 2020  

RVG  
Natural Resources 

Institute Finland (LUKE)  

Expert visiting from 

China (Agricultural 

Sciences)  

• Second stage submission 

for H2020 Call LC-CLA-02-2019  

• Assessed the possibility of 

contributing to the 2006 IPCC 

Guidelines for National Greenhouse 

Gas Inventories  

 

EG = Event Grant 

OTG = Open Travel Grant 

RVG = Research Visit Grant 
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Annex 2 Events 

Events Organised or Co-Organised in Finland 

Event Dates Location Target Groups 
# of 

Participants 

DocShop. 27.2 Helsinki Doctoral students 31 

Internationalization Days 

2 sessions organised: ”Tuumasta 

toimeen” in collaboration with Finnish 

National Agency for Education and 

“Responsible degrees” with National 

Union of University Students in Finland, 

JYU and University of Oulu 

16-

17.5 
Joensuu 

International services at 

HEIs  
57 

IESE (Instituto de Estudos Sociais e 

Económicos), Mozambique, visit to JYU 

hosted by UniPID  

28.8 Jyväskylä 
Mozambican and 

Finnish researchers 
11 

SANORD get-together in conjunction with 

EIAE conference  
25.9 Helsinki 

Southern African and 

Nordic HEI staff working 

on internationalization  

23 

A lecture by Prof. Jukka Käyhkö: 

Globaalimuutos ja kestävä kehitys 
22.10 Turku Students at UTU 15 

Gender and Violence, working group 

within a conference 

23-

26.10 
Helsinki 

Gender and 

development 

researchers  

38 

Financing for Sustainable Development 

in Africa, Policy event with Development 

Policy Committee 

1.11 Helsinki General public 110 

Education Days – Pre-conference 

 
20.11 Joensuu 

Researchers interested 

in education and 

international 

development  

23 + 6 

online 

FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES Seminar: 

Sustainable Development Goals and 

Partnerships for Transformation 

20.11 Helsinki 

Policy makers, 

researchers, civil society 

organizations, private 

sector 

41 

The FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES Seminar: Sustainable Development Goals and 

Partnerships for Transformation 

On 20th November, FinCEAL Plus BRIDGES and UniPID organised a public seminar to discuss how 

to mobilise Finland’s expertise on research and innovation in support of global partnerships 

towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The event took place at Think 

Corner Lounge, University of Helsinki.  

A panel, comprised of representatives from government, academia, the private sector, and civil 

society, discussed how to mobilise Finland’s expertise on research and innovation in support of 

global partnerships, from their own sectorial experience. This was followed by an example 

presentation from the Executive Director of STINT, the Swedish Foundation for International 

Cooperation in Research and Higher Education, about how Sweden supports strategic 

internationalization. The morning concluded with group discussions on ways to support the 

development of transformative partnerships, which will be the basis for a Green Paper to be shared 

with policy makers in 2020.  
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Events Organised or Co-Organised Internationally 

Event Dates Location Target Groups 
# of 

Participants 

Meeting of the EU-AU 

HLPD Working Group on 

FNSSA 

2.4 
Brussels, 

Belgium 

FNSSA Working Group 

Members 
13 

Second PRE-LEAP-RE 

Strategic Stakeholder 

Workshop 

24-

26.6 

Stellenbosch, 

South Africa 

Governmental bodies, 

researchers, funding 

institutions, and the private 

sector in the field of renewable 

energy 

60 

Third PRE-LEAP-RE 

Strategic Stakeholder 

Workshop 

16-

18.10 
Nairobi, Kenya 

Governmental bodies, 

researchers, funding 

institutions, and the private 

sector in the field of renewable 

energy 

19 + 10-15 

online 

FNSSA and Clustering 

Parallel Workshop at the 

AU-EU High Level Policy 

Dialogue Stakeholder 

Event 

6.11 
Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia 

Project Coordinators, 

governmental bodies, 

researchers, funding 

institutions, and the private 

sector in the field of FNSSA 

22 

Meeting of the EU-AU 

HLPD Working Group on 

FNSSA 

8.11 
Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia 

FNSSA Working Group 

Members 
15 

PRE-LEAP-RE Strategic Stakeholder Workshops 

The second and third PRE-LEAP-RE Strategic Stakeholder Workshops were held in Stellenbosch, 

South Africa and Nairobi, Kenya, respectively. The workshops focused on presenting and 

discussing the Multi-annual Roadmaps prepared by the project partners and on fine-tuning details 

necessary for the development of LEAP-RE alongside participating stakeholders. 

FNSSA and Clustering Workshop at the AU-EU High Level Policy Dialogue 

Stakeholder Event 

The European Commission, with support from the LEAP4FNSSA project, hosted a workshop at the 

AU-EU High Level Policy Dialogue Stakeholder Event, which focused on the food and nutrition 

security and sustainable agriculture priority with a special focus on clustering. LEAP4FNSSA 

presented its activities related to clustering, which aims to overcome the long-standing challenge 

of fragmentation of efforts in the field, and a database being developed, which will allow users to 

find current and past FNSSA projects to collaborate, learn about their outcomes, and avoid 

duplication of efforts. The participants suggested features to be added to the database, and raised 

the importance of linking actors together both when it comes to connecting researchers with end-

users, and producers to consumers. 

EU-AU High Level Policy Dialogue Working Group Meetings on FNSSA 

The LEAP4FNSSA project organised two face-to-face meetings of the EU-AU High Level Policy 

Dialogue (HLPD) Working Group on Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture in its 

role as the Secretariat of the Working Group. The Working Group serves to provide oversight over 

implementation of the Roadmap towards a jointly funded EU-Africa Research & Innovation 

Partnership on Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA) and ensures 

coordination between the different instruments and stakeholders. 
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Events Participated 

EVENT  ROLE  

January  

LEAP4FNSSA Kick-Off Meeting; Accra, Ghana  Participant, Presenter  

February  

PRE-LEAP-RE Review Meeting; Paris, France  Participant  

FSDR Conference 2019: Repositioning global development: changing 

actors, geographies and ontologies, Helsinki  
Participant  

April  

PRE-LEAP-RE Partner Meeting; Milan, Italy  Participant  

May  

UN Multi-Stakeholder Forum on STI for the SDGs; New York, USA  Participant  

Strengthening capacities in institutions of Latin America, the Caribbean 

and the European Union for bi-regional scientific cooperation. Ljubljana, 

Slovenia  

Participant  

Sustainability Science Days, Helsinki and Espoo  Participant  

June  

Nordic STS Conference  Participant  

Second PRE-LEAP-RE Strategic Stakeholder Workshop; Stellenbosch, 

South Africa  
Participant, Presenter  

August  

HELSUS workshop on Evidence in Decision Making, Helsinki  Participant  

September  

Unifi Sustainability Bootcamp, Helsinki  Participant  

EU Research & Innovation Days; Brussels, Belgium  Participant  

EU-Asia Connectivity Forum: Building BRIDGES for a Sustainable Future  Participant  

SANORD Conference, Botswana  Participant, Presenter  

New Challenges for the Internationalization of Higher Education. 

Santiago, Chile.  
Participant, Presenter  

Stakeholder workshop for the evaluation of the Development Policy 

Committee, Helsinki  
Participant  

October  

University of Oulu Sustainable Development week fair; Oulu  Participant  

Third PRE-LEAP-RE Strategic Stakeholder Workshop; Nairobi, Kenya  Participant, Presenter  

New Pathways to Gender and Equality in Research and Innovation  Participant  

University of Turku Sustainable Development week fair; Turku  Participant  

University of Jyväskylä Sustainable Development week fair; Jyväskylä  Participant  

SDG4 Education for Sustainable Development, Jyväskylä  Participant, Presenter  

November  
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EU-AU High Level Policy Dialogue Stakeholder Event; Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia  
Participant  

EU-AU High Level Policy Dialogue Senior Officials Meeting; Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia  
Member of Finnish Delegation  

The Future of Science Advice in Europe  Participant  

The New Africa-EU agenda: toward a more sustainable trade and 

governance in agri-food value chains  
Participant  

Think Africa Week Opening Ceremony: Diaspora in the Limelight, 

Helsinki  
Panelist  

Think Africa Week event on Finland-Africa Research Stories  Roundtable Presenter  

LEAP4FNSSA Steering Committee Meeting; Wageningen, The 

Netherlands  
Partner, Presenter  

Asian Studies Days 2019: Science and University Policies in Asia  Participant, Panelist  

Seminar on internationalization of Finnish HEIs, MINEDU, Helsinki  Participant  

Finland as a strong actor in the global learning crisis. EDUFI, Helsinki  Participant  

December  

FIMM seminar on Global Health, University of Helsinki  Participant, Presenter  

 


