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1. Executive Summary 

 

UniPID is a network of Finnish universities1, established in 2002 to strengthen universities’ 

global responsibility and response to global challenges. Through institutional cooperation, UniPID 

advances the interdisciplinary education, research and societal impact of universities related to 

global development.  

In 2018, UniPID’s network comprised nine member universities, and was coordinated by the 

University of Jyväskylä. UniPID’s core budget is based on fees paid by member universities and 

totaled 136 400 euros in 2018. In addition, UniPID coordinated and implemented a great variety 

of project activities with funding from the Ministry of Education and Culture (MEC), Horizon 2020, 

and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs (MFA). 

In 2018, the UniPID board held four meetings to decide on budget use and to steer the activities 

of the network. The yearly UniPID planning days focused on intensive strategic planning for further 

developing UniPID’s objectives and approach. Throughout the year, the coordination unit planned 

and implemented the network’s activities on a more detailed level, supported by the different 

working groups formed by the board members. To strengthen the activities and impact of the 

network, UniPID was also involved in four project applications, which were all successful.  

 

Education support activities 

 

The joint UniPID Virtual Studies minor programme Sustainability in Development continued to 

draw on Finnish universities’ specific areas of expertise related to global development and to offer 

more equal opportunities for the students in different member universities to study and learn about 

global challenges. In 2018, a total of 15 UniPID Virtual Studies courses were offered by 6 different 

member universities. More than 956 applications to UniPID courses were submitted throughout 

the year, resulting in over 340 course completions. UniPID invested 17 500 euros in courses to be 

offered in 2018–2020. This funding was granted to one new course and two updates to existing 

courses. In addition, UniPID allocated supplementary funds to the Introduction to Global 

Development and Sustainability course, which is a critical and popular course for students. In 

2018, the SIMHE-UniPID Virtual Studies courses for asylum seekers and refugees were offered for 

the second time.  

UniPID kept on encouraging specialization in the field of development studies by awarding the 

yearly Master’s Award in Development Studies in cooperation with the Finnish Society for 

Development Research (FSDR). In 2018, a total of 16 students submitted their theses for the 

competition, representing 8 different UniPID member universities and a variety of disciplines. The 

first prize of 1000 euros was awarded to Michel Rouleau-Dick from Åbo Akademi. In addition, 250 

euros was granted to both the first runner-up Linda Sivander from University of Helsinki and second 

runner-up Erich Molz from University of Tampere. 

In 2018, UniPID piloted a new grant to support students’ master thesis-related fieldwork outside 

Finland. Six master’s students were awarded grants, with funding for the grants totaling 5 000 

euros.  

                                                           
1 Member universities: Aalto University, University of Eastern Finland, University of Helsinki, University of Jyväskylä, University of 

Lapland, University of Oulu, University of Tampere, University of Turku, Åbo Akademi University 
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Research support activities 

 

UniPID encouraged academic debate related to international development issues by opening a call 

for grants for organizing seminars on global development issues in 2018. UniPID received 4 

applications, one of which, proposed by the University of Lapland, was granted 2000 euros. In 

addition, UniPID supported the Development Days 2018, organized by the FSDR, with 900 euros.  

In 2018, the Finnish development research doctoral network, UniPID DocNet, continued to be 

very active. DocNet aims at supporting the interdisciplinary training and networking of doctoral 

candidates, who work on dissertations related to global development or developing countries. A 

rolling call for members was maintained and by the end of the year, 82 Doctoral candidates and 

46 supervisors were registered as DocNet members. In addition to the DocShop 2018 held in 

Helsinki in February, UniPID DocNet Seminar was organized in Tvärminne Research Station in 

September.  

To foster Finnish participation in international Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI) 

cooperation with countries outside the European Union (known as ‘third countries’), the FinCEAL 

Plus Continuation project awarded 111 grants in 2018, with the total amount adding up to more 

than 230 000 euros to different Finnish HEIs and research institutes. These grants supported 

researchers’ travel to international conferences and meetings, organization of events, preparation 

of international research projects, and research visits from Africa, Asia and the LAC region to 

Finland. FinCEAL Plus also organized or co-organized five domestic events and seven international 

side events in the target regions. By the end of 2018, the FinCEAL Infobank recorded a total of 231 

Finnish research and capacity building projects focusing on the regions of Africa, Asia and Latin 

America and the Caribbean. In addition, the project contact database included in total more than 

600 experts on the different regions. The FinCEAL Coordinators also conducted comprehensive 

analytical studies of the policy landscape and the status of Finnish STI collaboration with the three 

regions. In addition, a number of activities were undertaken to develop a Sustainability Strategy for 

the Initiative, including a Feasibility Study and an external evaluation of the initiative.  

As part of the RINEA project, UniPID took part in activities supporting the EU-Africa High Level 

Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on STI. UniPID, with other partners, established the framework for a 

Monitoring and Evaluation of the EU-AU Research and Innovation Partnership in Food and Nutrition 

Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA). UniPID also continued serve as the co-Secretariat 

for the High Level Policy Dialogue Working Group on FNSSA. 

The LEAP-Agri project held a Kick-Off meeting in 2018 for the projects funded by the 2017 Joint 

Call for Proposals. The Academy of Finland participated in the meeting, as did representatives from 

Finnish research organizations awarded funding. As part of its role in the project, UniPID 

participated in discussions to develop a long-term, Africa-Europe research and policy agenda for 

food and nutrition security and sustainable agriculture.  

The PRE-LEAP-RE project launched in 2018 to prepare the basis for long-term African-European 

collaboration in renewable energy. UniPID contributed to a review and analysis of past and current 

initiatives in the field between the two regions and to the development of pathways for a future STI, 

and capacity building agenda in renewable energy.  
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Organization of events 

 

In 2018, UniPID and its FinCEAL Plus project organized 8 major events in Finland, which 

gathered over 300 participants on site and some 230 through webcasting. In addition to the events 

already mentioned, UniPID and its projects organized or co-organized seminars, working groups or 

workshops to highlight Finnish expertise and support Finnish research cooperation with third 

countries, to support more equal north-south academic partnerships, and to enhance Finnish 

higher education institutions’ global responsibility. In 2018, to support Finnish and European STI 

cooperation with third countries and to advance cooperation between academic networks, FinCEAL 

Plus and RINEA projects co-organized 6 major events abroad, which gathered over 700 participants 

in total. In addition, to increase the visibility and foster the networks of UniPID and its projects, the 

members of the coordination unit participated in some 11 national and international events 

relevant to advancing Finnish universities’ global responsibility and cooperation with third 

countries.  

Societal advocacy and communications 

 

In 2018, UniPID’s policy impact work focused on the follow up of MEC’s internationalization 

strategy for higher education and research through participation in the forum for international 

affairs of higher education and research. Throughout the year, UniPID also contributed actively to 

the MFA’s initiative to highlight Finland’s role in responding to the global crisis of education. In 

addition, in the fall, UniPID started piloting an administrative service for the MFA for commissioned 

studies on development. UniPID also continued to have representation in the Development Policy 

Committee and in the Finnish Scholars at Risk (SAR) steering committee. 

UniPID also contributed to international science policy processes in 2018, primarily to support 

and advance Finnish research cooperation with EU and third countries related to global challenges. 

In the spring, UniPID participated in the EU-AU High Level Policy Dialogue Working Group Meeting 

on Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture. In addition, FinCEAL Plus provided 7 

policy comments for Finnish Ministries, including input for the action plans of the Team Finland 

Knowledge network nodes in Argentina, US, China and Singapore. Furthermore, 91 % of the 77 

travel grants to Finnish researchers and experts were relevant to increasing researchers’ influence 

on science policy.  

UniPID continued the dissemination of relevant calls, virtual studies and events to the research 

community and students through a variety of communication channels. UniPID’s presence in social 

media, and particularly Facebook, continued to be high with multiple posts with good reach. In 

total, 10 UniPID and 11 FinCEAL Plus Newsletters were sent out and their opening rates were high 

throughout the year. In 2018, UniPID continued the project to update and redesign the 

www.unipid.fi website. The new site will be available for the public in 2019. 
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2. Steering and Management 

UniPID board meetings 

The UniPID board held four meetings in 2018. Member universities’ representation was fairly 

comprehensive and the representatives remained active throughout the year. The third meeting of 

the year was conducted virtually through Adobe Connect Pro (ACP) connection. 

Meeting place Time 
Number of 

participants 

Represented 

member universities 

Represented 

observer 

members 

University of Jyväskylä 27.2.2018 11 + 8 via ACP 8 1 

Lammi Research Station 9.5.2018 15 + 1 via skype 8 2 

Virtual meeting via ACP  17.9.2018 15 via ACP 9 - 

University of Tampere 12.12.2018 17 + 3 via skype 9 1 

 

Planning Days 2018 

The UniPID Planning Days 2018 were held in 

connection with the second UniPID board 

meeting of the year, on 8-9 May, at Lammi 

Research Station, run by the University of 

Helsinki. This annual get-together is the most 

important board activity of the year, aiming to 

facilitate both the evaluation of UniPID’s past 

activities, as well as brainstorming and 

planning UniPID’s strategic objectives and 

actions for the future. In 2018, 15 people 

participated in the days, including UniPID board 

members and coordination unit 

representatives. The programme included six 

working group sessions focusing on current 

issues of importance for UniPID, which were 

discussed and planned through joint 

discussions and breakout group work 

facilitated by the UniPID coordination unit.  

The first day's programme started with a 

session to develop the Virtual Studies 

programme by planning the ways to increase the volume of courses and participating students to 

better respond to the high demand. The second working group of the first day focused on mapping 

UniPID’s role and position in the current development, higher education, and research policy 

environments. Intensive discussion was held around UniPID’s thematic and geographic positioning 
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and relation to national and international policy dialogues and actors. In the third session, the tasks 

and mandates of the UniPID working groups were defined. The last session of the first day gathered 

the board's feedback on the first view of UniPID's new website. After the UniPID mölkky 

championship 2018, the first planning day wrapped up in the sauna by the lake. 

The second day's first session focused on UniPID’s proposal for the integration of global 

responsibility in MEC’s Action Plan for Internationalization, while the second session focused on 

planning UniPID’s tender for the MFA - Facilitating commissioned studies on development. The 

planning days culminated in a UniPID board meeting, where, among other items, the decisions from 

the two days of planning were confirmed. 

Working group activities 

In 2018, the mandates and the participation of the board in UniPID’s various working groups 

were confirmed.  

UniPID’s doctoral training working group focused on planning and implementing the activities 

of the Finnish development research doctoral network, UniPID DocNet. For these purposes, various 

virtual meetings were held, and plenty of decisions were also made through email discussions. 

As in previous years, the Master’s Award in Development Studies preselection committee was 

formed to execute the preliminary assessment of the submissions. The committee consisted of 

representatives of the UniPID board and coordination unit, as well as from the Finnish Society for 

Development Research (FSDR).  

A new Projects working group was established to support the coordination unit in the planning 

of externally funded projects. The working group was consulted related to participation in consortia 

for new projects and on the development of new proposals.  

The Policy and impact working group and the Virtual Studies working group were not consulted 

separately in 2018, since the activities related to these were more substantial and required input 

from the whole board.  

As in earlier years, a short-term selection committee was also formed in December to evaluate 

the applications for grants to support seminars on global development in 2019. 

Project applications 

UniPID was involved in four project applications in 2018. In the spring, UniPID was involved in 

the submission of two Horizon 2020 coordination and support actions proposals. The first, 

PREparing a Long-Term Joint EU-AU Research and Innovation Partnership on Renewable Energy 

(PRE-LEAP-RE), focused on the development of an African-European bi-regional partnership in 

Renewable Energy. The proposal was successful and the project started in the summer of 2018. 

The French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy Commission (CEA) coordinates the project and 

UniPID is involved as one of 17 partners, co-leading a Work Package and numerous tasks within 

the project.  

The second proposal, Support to the implementation of the Long-Term EU-AU Research and 

Innovation Partnership for Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (LEAP4FNSSA), 

centered on providing coordination and technical support to the European Union-African Union High 

Level Policy Dialogue and the corresponding bi-regional Food and Nutrition Security and 
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Sustainable Agriculture Partnership. The successful proposal was coordinated by CIRAD- 

Agricultural Research for Development (France) and UniPID is involved as one of 35 partners, co-

leading a Work Package and numerous tasks within the project.  

In June, UniPID submitted a tender for the Ministry for Foreign Affairs to provide an 

Administrative service for the Ministry for commissioned studies on development. The tender was 

successful and the activities started in August by developing the service facility, leading to the 

administration of the first commission at the end of the year.  

In November, UniPID coordinated the submission of the Supporting the internationalization of 

the Finnish research community towards Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean 

(BRIDGES) proposal to the Ministry of Education and Culture (MEC). The proposal included the 

University of Jyväskylä, University of Helsinki, and the University of Eastern Finland as partners. The 

proposal built on previous projects FinCEAL, FinCEAL Plus, and FinCEAL Plus Continuation. The 

proposal was successful.  

3. Education services 

UniPID Virtual Studies 

In 2018, a total of 15 UniPID Virtual Studies courses were 

offered. The courses were organized by six UniPID member 

universities and students from all nine member universities 

completed courses.  

358 course completions took place in 2018. It is, 

however, likely that the actual amount of students completing 

credits in UniPID courses is larger. Students from the host 

university studying a Virtual Studies course are often missing 

from official statistics received by the Coordination Unit and 

thus are included in the course completions statistics. A much 

larger amount of students applied to participate in the courses 

than could be admitted. At least 956 applications were submitted to courses that took place in 

2018. In 2018, four universities stood out from the rest of the institutions, with more than 70 

percent of all students coming from Åbo Akademi University, University of Tampere, University of 

Turku and University of Eastern Finland.  

Courses offered by university 

Åbo Akademi 3 

University of Eastern Finland 2 

University of Helsinki 6 

University of Oulu 2 

University of Tampere 1 

University of Turku 1 
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In 2017, UniPID received a total of 22 applications for course funding, many of which were 

considered very high quality. Thus, the 2018 Virtual Studies funding budget, which totaled 17 500 

euros, was spent on funding more applications from 2017, without another Call for Proposals being 

organized. Funding was granted to one new course and two updates to existing courses, and 

increased funding was provided to the introductory course, Introduction to Global Development 

and Sustainability, which was funded for the first time in 2017, to accommodate more participating 

students.  

Course organizer Course title Category Funding 

University of Helsinki Contemporary Environmental Conflicts New 6 500 € 

Åbo Akademi 

University 
Concepts of Sustainability 

Update 
4 500 € 

University of Tampere Water and Society Update 4 500 € 

University of Helsinki Introduction to Global Development and Sustainability Bonus 2 000 € 

 

Furthermore, some UniPID Virtual Studies courses opened their doors to the SIMHE project 

target group and admitted asylum seekers and refugees not enrolled in UniPID member 

universities, to facilitate entry into Finnish academia. 

24 %

6 %

3 %

10 %

17 %

16 %

15 %

3 %
1 % 5 %

Percentage of students by 

home university 2018

Åbo Akademi

Jyväskylä

Aalto

Helsinki

Tampere

Turku

Eastern Finland

Oulu

Lapland

Other
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SIMHE courses – Supporting Immigrants in Higher Education in Finland 

 

In 2018, the virtual studies courses for asylum seekers and refugees, which were funded during 

the SIMHE-UniPID project, were organized for the second time. SIMHE reinforces the role of Higher 

Education Institutions in supporting the integration of immigrants and facilitates the development 

of higher education studies and administrative practices related to them.  

The University of Helsinki organized the course Introduction to Research Methods during the 

spring, while the Gender and Sexuality course was held in the fall. The intention was to organize 

the University of Tampere course Technologies for Learning in the spring semester, but it did not 

attract a suitable amount of interested students from the target group, so its implementation was 

moved to 2019.  

Course 

organizer 
SIMHE Course title 

Number of Students 

taking part 

Number of study 

attainments  

University of 

Helsinki 

Gender & sexuality: New identities in Nordic 

landscapes 
16 8 

University of 

Helsinki 
Introduction to Research Methods 6 3 

University of 

Tampere 

Technologies for Learning: Mobile and Social 

Technologies Integration in Pursuit of Quality 

Learning 

Course cancelled 
Course 

cancelled 

 

In October, a workshop was organized, in which the coordinators of the SIMHE courses gathered 

to discuss best practices discovered during the first course round, as well as to plan the future 

implementation of the courses and their promotion to the target group.  

Master’s Award in Development Studies 2018 

 In total, 16 students participated in the competition for 

the 2018 Master’s Award in Development Studies. The 

students represented various disciplines and eight different 

UniPID member universities. As in previous years, the Finnish 

Society for Development Research (FSDR) co-organized the 

competition. 

The competition’s 1000 euro main prize was granted to 

Michel Rouleau-Dick, from the discipline of Public 

International Law at Åbo Akademi University. His thesis is 

titled Statelessness, Statehood and Environmentally-

displaced Persons: The Quest for Legal Status. In addition to 

the main prize, two honorary mentions worth 250 euros each 

were awarded to the second and third best submissions. 

Linda Sivander (University of Helsinki) received the second prize with her thesis in Social and 

Cultural Anthropology, titled Life with breaking water supply - boreholes and the governance of 

water in Northern Uganda. Erich Molz (University of Tampere) placed third with his work in the 

discipline of International Peace and Conflict Management titled Does Intercultural Competence 

Number of submissions/university 

Aalto University 2 

University of Eastern Finland 1 

University of Helsinki 5 

University of Jyväskylä 1 

University of Oulu 2 

University of Tampere 2 

University of Turku 2 

Åbo Akademi University  1 
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Matter? New Perspectives on Relationship-Building in Unarmed Civilian Protection.  

 

The Master’s Award Committee 2018 consisted of professor emeriti Olli Vainio, who also acted 

as the chair, Taimi Sitari and Ullamaija Kivikuru. The Award Committee made the final selections 

of the winners from the first selection made by the pre-selection working group. As in previous 

years, UniPID served as the secretary of the award. The awards will be handed out in conjunction 

with the FSDR Development Days 2019 conference.  

Master’s Thesis Fieldwork Grant 

UniPID piloted a new grant in 2018, allocating 5 000 € for the purposes of supporting master’s 

students in performing their thesis related fieldwork outside Finland. UniPID received a total of 10 

applications, out of which six were funded, two for 1 000 euros and four with 750 euros each. 

Applications that had no other source of secured funding were favored over ones that did. Once 

students complete their travel, they are required to provide a report of their trip in the form of a 

blog post for the UniPID website.  

 

4. Research support 

Support for seminars on global development 

UniPID continued to grant support for member universities’ seminars touching upon global 

development in 2018. The application round for seminar support was open from November to 

December 2017. UniPID received four applications, of which support was granted to one seminar, 

with a total sum of 2 000 euros. The following seminars received financial support from UniPID in 

2018: 

Organizer  Title of the Seminar Time and place Funding 

Finnish Society for 

Development Research 
Development Days 2018 

15. - 16.2.2018, 

Helsinki 
900 € 

University of Lapland 
Participatory Development through Art 

Conference 

15. - 18.8.2018, 

Rovaniemi 
2 000 € 

 

The call for proposals for 2019 seminar grants was organized during September to November 

2018. Six applications were received, three of which were granted support for 2019.  

UniPID DocNet – Finnish development research doctoral network 

In 2018, the Finnish development research doctoral network, UniPID DocNet continued its 

established activities. The goal of UniPID DocNet is to support the interdisciplinary training and 

networking of doctoral candidates, who work on dissertations in development research, or on a 

topic related to global development or the global south.  

The UniPID DocShop 2018 was held on 14 February 2018 in connection with the Development 

Day conference. The DocNet working group organized the third UniPID DocNet Seminar on 27-28 
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September in Tvärminne Research Station.  

The rolling call for new members remained open during 2018, and by the end of the year the 

DocNet network attracted in total 82 doctoral candidates and 46 supervisors as members.  

Major activities of UniPID projects supporting research cooperation 

 

FinCEAL Plus 

 

To foster Finnish participation in international STI 

cooperation with third countries, over 230 000 euros 

were awarded through different FinCEAL grant 

modalities in 2018. Over 123 000 euros were awarded 

for 77 travel grants to Finnish researchers and experts, 

70 of which were relevant to science policy. In addition, 14 event grants worth over 46 600 euros 

were awarded to support the organization of events in Finland or abroad. Almost 13 600 euros 

were awarded in three preparatory grants to support the preparation of applications for research 

funding from EU funding schemes. Lastly, 15 research visit grants amounting to over 46 000 euros 

were granted to support short-term research stays in Finland for researchers from the FinCEAL Plus 

target regions.  

FinCEAL Plus organized five domestic events in 2018. In addition, seven international events were 

organized or co-organized in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Europe.  

By the end of 2018, the FinCEAL Infobank2 recorded a total of 231 Finnish research and  

capacity building projects focusing on the regions of Africa, Asia and Latin America and the  

Caribbean. Additionally, by the end of the year, the FinCEAL Plus newsletter reached more than 

600 experts on the different regions. The FC+ coordinators regularly engaged scientists, for 

instance to give input to different science policy processes. 

In 2018, FinCEAL Plus coordinators for the three regions conducted comprehensive analytical 

studies of the policy landscape and the status of Finnish STI collaboration with the three regions. 

The findings of these studies are documented in three long reports according to the regions. The 

reports have been published in the University databases as follows: Africa long report - University 

of Jyväskylä3; LAC long report - University of Helsinki4; 

Southeast Asia - University of Eastern Finland5. In 

addition to the Policy reports, short policy briefs6 

based on the findings of the studies were developed.  

The vision of the briefs was to provide handy, 

pragmatic, and highly adoptable documents for the 

benefit of Finnish ministries and researchers 

collaborating in the relevant regions. The briefs were  

                                                           
2 http://www.unipid.fi/infobank/  
3 http://www.unipid.fi/assets/Africa_report_web.pdf  
4 http://www.unipid.fi/assets/Policy%20Report%20LAC%20web.pdf  
5 http://www.unipid.fi/assets/Asia_report_WEB.pdf  
6 Africa: http://www.unipid.fi/assets/policybriefs/brief_1_africa_web.pdf, Southeast Asia: 

http://www.unipid.fi/assets/policybriefs/brief_3_asia_web.pdf, LAC: http://www.unipid.fi/assets/policybriefs/brief_2_LAC_web.pdf, 

Joint: http://www.unipid.fi/assets/FinCEALJoint%20Policy%20document%20web.pdf  

Grants in 2018 

Travel grants 77 123 492 € 

Event grants 15 46 623 € 

Preparatory grants 4 13 591 € 

Research visit grants 15 46 375 € 

http://www.unipid.fi/infobank/
http://www.unipid.fi/assets/Africa_report_web.pdf
http://www.unipid.fi/assets/Policy%20Report%20LAC%20web.pdf
http://www.unipid.fi/assets/Asia_report_WEB.pdf
http://www.unipid.fi/assets/policybriefs/brief_1_africa_web.pdf
http://www.unipid.fi/assets/policybriefs/brief_3_asia_web.pdf
http://www.unipid.fi/assets/policybriefs/brief_2_LAC_web.pdf
http://www.unipid.fi/assets/FinCEALJoint%20Policy%20document%20web.pdf
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officially launched at the FinCEAL Plus final seminar and have 

been published on the UniPID website. 

In 2018, the FinCEAL Plus undertook a number of activities 

to develop a Sustainability Strategy for the initiative. A 

Feasibility Study7 was carried out to better understand the 

needs of the FinCEAL target groups and to develop scenarios for ensuring sustainability. In addition, 

FinCEAL commissioned Osaile Oy, a private company, to perform an external evaluation of the 

FinCEAL Initiative – an accumulation of the FinCEAL projects. The comprehensive report on the 

evaluation can be found from the UniPID website8. The outcomes from both the Feasibility Study 

and the evaluation served as the basis for the development of the Sustainability Strategy9. The 

Sustainability Strategy proposes a phased approach to transitioning FinCEAL from a project-based 

initiative to a long-term programme. The first phase is a ‘Bridge Project’ to ensure the continuation 

of activities while a long-term arrangement is negotiated. Phase two of this strategy is the formation 

of a long-term arrangement. The strategy document was presented to the FinCEAL Plus Steering 

Committee for comment, and published to the UniPID website in late 2018. The Strategy’s 

implementation starts with FinCEAL BRIDGES in January 2019.  

RINEA 

 

Despite being originally planned to end in 2017, the 

RINEA project was partially extended for four months in 

2018. UniPID was leading or participating in two 

activities that were included as part of the extension: 

Secretariat for the EU-AU EU-AU High Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on STI Working Group on Food 

and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA) and developing a monitoring and 

evaluation framework for the EU-AU Research and Innovation Partnership in FNSSA.  

UniPID, along with the Department for Science and Technology, South Africa, served as the 

Secretariat for the HLPD’s Working Group on FNSSA. The primary role of the FNSSA Working Group 

is to oversee the coordination between the different instruments, partners, and projects 

implementing the Roadmap for the Partnership. Several virtual meetings were organized, along 

with a face-to-face meeting held in The Hague alongside the LEAP-Agri annual meeting in April 

2018.  

Building off its work in 2017 on a methodological approach for monitoring and evaluating the 

FNSSA Partnership, UniPID, along with other partners, developed this approach into a full M&E 

framework. The focus of the M&E is on the impact of the Partnership and its contribution to the 

achievement of SDG2. 

  

                                                           
7 http://www.unipid.fi/assets/FinCEAL%20Feasibility%20Study_Final_Update_Electronic.pdf  
8 http://unipid.fi/assets/finceal-assessment-osaile.pdf  
9 http://www.unipid.fi/assets/FinCEALSustainabilityStrategyFinal.pdf  

Events in 2018  

Domestic events 5 

Regional side events  7 

http://www.unipid.fi/assets/FinCEAL%20Feasibility%20Study_Final_Update_Electronic.pdf
http://unipid.fi/assets/finceal-assessment-osaile.pdf
http://www.unipid.fi/assets/FinCEALSustainabilityStrategyFinal.pdf
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LEAP-Agri 

 

The LEAP-Agri project launched its first call for proposals for 

collaborative research and innovation projects in the field of 

Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture in 

2017. The total amount available for the call was 27 000 000 

euros and the Academy of Finland participated in the call with a 

budget of 1 000 000.  

While the call was launched in 2017, the evaluation of the 

call took place over 2017 and 2018. The call resulted in 200 

pre-proposals, of which a portion were invited to submit full proposals. Of these, 27 were selected 

for funding. Finland is represented in these projects with 5 partners participating in 4 funded 

consortia. A project kick-off meeting was held in Bari, Italy in October, which brought together the 

funded projects and the LEAP-Agri partners.  

 

PRE-LEAP-RE 

 

In July, the Horizon 2020 project Preparing for a Long-

Term Joint EU-AU Research and Innovation Partnership on 

Renewable Energy (PRE-LEAP-RE) was launched. The project 

forms the basis for long-term African-European collaboration 

in renewable energy and aims to contribute to a better 

understanding of the African Union-European Union 

ecosystem.  

UniPID serves a co-leader of WP1, with the Department of Science and Technology, which 

focuses on undertaking a review and analysis of past and current initiatives in the field between 

the two regions. The work was completed during the first three months of the project, and a report 

synthesizing the review and analysis was submitted to the European Commission. Following this 

work, the project - and UniPID as a contributing partner - turned its focus to the development of 

pathways for a future science, technology, innovation, and capacity building agenda in renewable 

energy. A workshop was held in December 2018 to support the development and validation of the 

pathways.  
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5. Organization of and participation in national and international events  

Organization of events in Finland 

In 2018, UniPID and its FinCEAL Plus project organized or co-organized 8 major events in Finland, 

which gathered in total over 300 participants on site and some 230 through webcasting.  

Event  Target groups 
Number of 

Participants 

UniPID DocShop 2018: Q&A session with Jesse 

Ribot, Helsinki, February 

Doctoral candidates and 

supervisors in development 

research 

25 

Panel: Global responsibility in the new international 

strategy for higher education and research?, 

Spring Forum for International Affairs 2018, 

Jyväskylä, May 

HEI staff interested in and working 

with global responsibility and 

partnerships with third countries 

50 

Doing Business in Finland: an African conversation, 

Helsinki, May 

Community of African 

entrepreneurs in Finland 
tbc 

Panel and two workshops in the 11th Annual 

International Southern African-Nordic Centre 

(SANORD) 2018 Conference, Jyväskylä, August 

Education providers, HEI staff and 

other higher education 

stakeholders 

30 

DocNet Seminar 2018: Doing diversity / 

interculturality / decoloniality in development 

research, Tvärminne, September 

Doctoral candidate and supervisor 

members of UniPID DocNet  
23 

From academic research and ideas to 

commercialization, Helsinki, September 

African students and stakeholders 

in Finnish institutions for higher 

education 

40 

ASEAN-Finland Research Seminar, Ministry of 

Education and Culture, Helsinki, September 

Researchers from Finnish HEIs, 

ministry representatives and other 

stakeholders 

60 

+150 

webcasting 

Research and Innovation Cooperation with Africa, 

Asia and LAC regions – Future Prospects for 

Science and Policy, FinCEAL Plus final seminar, 

Helsinki, October 

Researchers from Finnish HEIs, 

ministry representatives, funding 

agencies and other national 

stakeholders  

80 on site + 

80 

webcasting 

 

UniPID DocShop 2018  

 

UniPID DocShop 2018: Q&A session with Jesse Ribot was 

organized in Helsinki on February 14 in connection with 

the annual Development Days conference.  

The half-day workshop gathered some 25 PhD 

candidates and researchers with a wide spectrum of 

disciplinary backgrounds. The aim of the workshop was to 

provide an interactive space to discuss both specific and 

common questions and concerns of doing a PhD in 

development studies. The workshop was organized in 
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collaboration with Professor Anja Nygren and Lecturer Aili Pyhälä from the University of 

Helsinki. The guest of honor at the workshop was Jesse Ribot, Professor of Geography, 

Anthropology and Natural Resources and Environmental Studies at the University of Illinois.  

 

Panel on Universities’ Global Responsibility 

 

UniPID organized a panel titled Global responsibility in the new international strategy for higher 

education and research? as part of the Spring Forum for International Affairs organized in Jyväskylä 

in May 2018. The session gathered some 50 participants, including HEI staff interested in global 

matters and working with International partnerships. The aim of this panel was to explore the space 

for global responsibility in Finland’s new international strategy for higher education and research. 

The panel discussed the opportunities, expectations, and barriers for universities to respond to 

global challenges in their research, education, and societal responsibility. The panelists included 

Senior Adviser Tiina Vihma-Purovaara from MEC; the Vice-Rector of the University of Tampere, 

Katariina Mustakallio; and Professor of Global Education, Elina Lehtomäki, from the University of 

Oulu and also representing UniPID in the panel. Comments were provided by Romanus Shiboro, 

Director of External Relations of the University of Namibia. The panel was chaired by Leasa Weimer 

from the European Association of International Education (EAIE).  

DocNet Seminar 

 

The UniPID DocNet seminar Doing diversity / 

interculturality / decoloniality in development 

research was organized on 27-28 September at 

the University of Helsinki research station in 

Tvärminne, Hanko. The two-day seminar brought 

together a total of 12 doctoral students and 8 

supervisors. The academic programme started 

with an introduction to the seminar topic by Paola 

Minoia from the University of Helsinki. The second 

session started with a lecture on Decolonizing 

knowledge and research in practice by Professor 

Uma Kothari from the University of Manchester. The lecture was followed by a brainstorming 

session mapping the meaning of the topic to each of the participants, facilitated by Tiina Seppälä 

from the University of Lapland. The first day concluded with a Mentoring session on decolonizing 

research: Doubts, experiences, structural challenges, facilitated by Marjaana Jauhola from the 

University of Helsinki. The second day consisted of working group sessions, where the texts of the 

doctoral candidates related to the seminar topic were discussed in small groups by more 

established development research scholars and other doctoral candidates.  

Doing Business in Finland: an African conversation 

 

FinCEAL Plus Africa and Think Africa co-organized the workshop Doing Business in Finland: an 

African conversation in Helsinki on 24 May with the aim of promoting and strengthening 
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entrepreneurship among the Finnish-African community. The event was organized to create a 

bridge between individuals with real experience in conducting business in Finland and the 

prospective entrepreneurs fresh from universities and other institutions of higher education. 

Panelists were business pioneers and innovators from universities and research institutions. The 

workshop was opened by the Namibian Ambassador to Finland, H.E. Bonny Haufiku, who gave the 

keynote speech.  

 

Panel and workshops during the SANORD Conference 2018 

 

The 11th Annual International Southern 

African-Nordic Centre (SANORD) 2018 

Conference was held at the university of 

Jyväskylä, from 15-17 August 2018 under the 

theme Academic Citizenship: Recognition, 

Resilience or Resistance. The UniPID 

Coordinator participated actively in the 

conference committee planning the event. In 

the parallel sessions, UniPID organized a panel 

discussion on How to Create Equal Academic 

Partnerships within Nordic – Southern African 

Cooperation? By sharing experiences and lessons learned from academic collaboration across the 

regions, this panel discussed the conditions and practices for strengthening equal agency, 

joint ownership and mutual learning in academic north-south partnerships. The panelists included 

Jeanette Da Silva from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD), Jacqueline 

Jere-Folotiya from the University of Zambia, Niina Käyhkö from the University of Turku and Yohana 

Mashala from the University of Botswana. The panel was organized in cooperation with the Finnish 

National Agency for Education (EDUFI). The panel gathered some 20 participants.  

In addition, in collaboration with the Finnish National Union of University Students (SYL), UniPID 

organized a workshop on Students’ academic citizenship and rights in North-South academic 

collaboration. The workshop aimed to discuss the challenges related to students’ legal protection, 

inclusion, equality and right to participate and how these could be faced in north-south 

collaboration. 

 FinCEAL Plus hosted a parallel paper session at the conference to discuss South-North 

partnerships for sustainable development, focusing on the existing approaches and practices in 

STI cooperation between Finland and Africa. The aim of the parallel session was to collate ideas, 

experiences and understanding of North-South cooperation in academia and research from the 

practitioner's perspective towards the policy analysis published at the end of the project. 

From academic research ideas to commercialization 

 

FinCEAL Plus Africa component organized the workshop From academic research and ideas to 

commercialization that took place on 19 September at Aalto university. The event attracted 40 

participants including university students and researchers, participants from non-governmental 

organizations and private companies. The workshop, which featured presentations and two 
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participatory group sessions, shared practical ideas on how to commercialize research and student 

ideas, how to commercialize research results, apply patent and other forms of concept protection, 

and how to secure research funding. Students were encouraged to focus beyond the thesis and 

certificate and aim at addressing practical challenges in society, particularly their home countries 

through their research.  

ASEAN-Finland Research Seminar 

 

On 25 September, FinCEAL Plus, the University of Helsinki and the Embassies of Vietnam, 

Malaysia, Indonesia and the Royal Thai Embassy in Finland and the Finnish Ministry of Education 

and Culture organized a high-level ASEAN-Finland Research seminar10 focused on STI and research 

cooperation between Finland and ASEAN countries.  

The seminar gathered together over 60 experts (and over 150 viewers through webcasting) from 

academia, as well as government representatives and other stakeholders from ASEAN countries 

and Finland. The aim was to discuss about the opportunities and challenges for research 

collaboration between Southeast Asian countries and Finland and to establish new STI 

partnerships between the two regions.  

The FinCEAL Plus final seminar  

 

The FinCEAL Plus final seminar Research and 

Innovation Cooperation with Africa, Asia and 

LAC regions – Future Prospects for Science and 

Policy11 was held at Think Corner, Helsinki on 

11 October 2018. More than 80 participants 

joined the event on-site with another 80 

participants joining through live Internet 

stream. The event provided a platform for 

discussing the outlook and the factors driving 

current and future cooperation with the target 

regions. The first part of the seminar included a presentation of the external evaluation of the 

FinCEAL initiative by Leo Pekkala from Osaile Company, followed by a panel discussion. The second 

part of the event focused on the region-specific STI policy analysis presented by the three FinCEAL 

Coordinators, followed by a panel discussion by representatives of relevant ministries and national 

agencies. Assistant Professor Minna Aslama-Horowitz from the St. John’s University, New York, 

moderated the seminar and panel sessions. 

                                                           
10 Read full report at: http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/439/asean-

finland_research_seminar_organized_at_the_ministry_of_education_science_and_culture_of_finland_in_helsinki_on_25_september_

was_a_success/ 

 
11 Read full report at: 

http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/440/unipid_and_finceal_research_and_innovation_cooperation_with_africa_asia_and_lac_regions_fut

ure_prospects_for_science_and_policy_seminar_at_think_corner_university_of_helsinki_on_11th_of_october/ 

 

http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/439/asean-finland_research_seminar_organized_at_the_ministry_of_education_science_and_culture_of_finland_in_helsinki_on_25_september_was_a_success/
http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/439/asean-finland_research_seminar_organized_at_the_ministry_of_education_science_and_culture_of_finland_in_helsinki_on_25_september_was_a_success/
http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/439/asean-finland_research_seminar_organized_at_the_ministry_of_education_science_and_culture_of_finland_in_helsinki_on_25_september_was_a_success/
http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/440/unipid_and_finceal_research_and_innovation_cooperation_with_africa_asia_and_lac_regions_future_prospects_for_science_and_policy_seminar_at_think_corner_university_of_helsinki_on_11th_of_october/
http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/440/unipid_and_finceal_research_and_innovation_cooperation_with_africa_asia_and_lac_regions_future_prospects_for_science_and_policy_seminar_at_think_corner_university_of_helsinki_on_11th_of_october/
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Organization of events abroad 

In 2018, FinCEAL Plus and RINEA projects co-organized 6 major events abroad, which gathered 

in total over 700 participants. 

 

Event  Target groups Participants 

2nd Africa-EU Renewable Energy Research 

Symposium, Maseru, Lesotho, January 

African and European universities, public 

and private sector actors in the 

renewable energy field 

242 

Japan-Finland Seminar on Personalized 

Medicine and Health, Tokyo, Japan, April 

Academia, industry, government 

representatives and other stakeholders 

from Japan and Finland 

60+ 

EU-AU High Level Policy Dialogue Working 

Group Meeting on Food and Nutrition 

Security and Sustainable Agriculture, The 

Hague, Netherlands, April 

Appointed members of the Working 

Group and invited guests 
14 

Bioeconomy-led Development: Opportunities 

Through Nordic- Southern cone Countries’ 

Cooperation seminar, Buenos Aires, 

Argentina, October. 

Public authorities, researchers from 

universities, research centers, and 

public agencies, international 

organizations’ representatives, private 

sector and CSO’s. 

300 

Panel discussion on cooperation between 

academia and local actors in projects 

promoting sustainable cities and territories at 

the Open Science Forum for Latin America and 

the Caribbean (CILAC 2018) Panama City, 

Panama, October.  

Researchers, civil servants and CSO’s 

from different Latin American countries. 
25 

Singapore-Finland Research Seminar on 

Metabolic Diseases - "How to Win the War on 

Diabetes?", Singapore, November 

Academia (including young scientists 

and experienced researchers), hospital 

representatives, industry (including 

business developers and innovators) as 

well as government representatives and 

other stakeholders from Singapore and 

Finland 

85 

 

2nd Africa-EU Renewable Energy Research Symposium.  

 

The Africa-EU Renewable Energy Cooperation Programme (RECP) and the National University of 

Lesotho (NUL), with support from 15 partners, jointly organized the 2nd Africa-EU Symposium on 

Renewable Energy Research and Innovation (RERIS 2018)12 on 23–27 January in Maseru, 

Lesotho. Against the backdrop of an urgent and dire need for a sustainable renewable energy 

market in Africa, the primary focus of the RERIS 2018 symposium was translating science into 

practice. The event focused on the following specific objectives: 1) facilitating Africa-EU renewable 

energy research collaboration; 2) increasing public and private sector participation in renewable 

                                                           
12 Africa-EU Renewable Energy Research and Innovation Symposium (RERIS) 2018 

http://www.euei-pdf.org/sites/default/files/field_publication_file/reris_2018_summary_report.pdf
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energy research; and 3) building capacities for applied research and promoting university business 

spin-offs. The symposium featured panel, poster and thematic sessions, which addressed key 

issues concerning EU-Africa joint programmes, cooperation, as well as discussions of research and 

innovation projects that cover the various stages of the energy transformation process. The RERIS 

symposium was attended by 242 participants. 

Japan-Finland Seminar on Personalized Medicine and Health 

 

FinCEAL Plus Asia component and Business Finland 

organized a high-level research seminar focusing on 

STI Cooperation in Personalized Medicine and 

Health13, in Tokyo, Japan, on 9 April. The seminar was 

organized on the occasion of the visits of Mr. Jari 

Gustafsson, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of 

Economic Affairs and Employment of Finland and Ms. 

Päivi Sillanaukee, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry 

of Social Affairs and Health. The half-day seminar 

gathered health experts from Japan and Finland to present and discuss about personalized 

medicine and health, and biobank related topics. 

EU-AU High Level Policy Dialogue Working Group Meeting on FNSSA 

 

The RINEA project organized a meeting of EU-AU High Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD) Working Group 

on Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture in The Hague in its role as the 

Secretariat of the Working Group. The Working Group serves to provide oversight over 

implementation of the Roadmap towards a jointly funded EU-Africa Research & Innovation 

Partnership on Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA)14 and ensures 

coordination between the different instruments and stakeholders. The meeting agenda included a 

number of issues related to these two functions of the Working Group.  

Bioeconomy-led Development Seminar 

 

FinCEAL Plus LAC component co-organized the Bioeconomy-led development: Opportunities 

through Nordic-Southern Cone countries cooperation15 in mid-October 2018 in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina. The two-day event was a collaboration between FinCEAL Plus, the Interdisciplinary 

Center for Studies in Science, Technology and Innovation (CIECTI, Argentina), Lund University 

(Sweden), Natural Resources Institute Finland (LUKE). The Interamerican Development Bank (IDB), 

the Institute for the Integration of Latin America and the Caribbean (INTAL), the Ministry of 

Education and Culture of Finland, and the Ministry of Agroindustry of Argentina supported the 

event. Prominent bioeconomy experts from Finland, Argentina, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Iceland, 

                                                           
13 http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/416/japan-finland_seminar_on_personalized_medicine_and_health_tokyo_japan_9th_april_2018/ 

14 http://www.rinea.org/media/content/eu-africa_roadmap_2016.pdf 
15http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/443/cooperation_on_bioeconomy_discussed_among_nordic_and_southern_cone_experts_in_a_finc

eal_seminar_held_in_argentina/ 

http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/416/japan-finland_seminar_on_personalized_medicine_and_health_tokyo_japan_9th_april_2018/
http://www.rinea.org/media/content/eu-africa_roadmap_2016.pdf
http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/443/cooperation_on_bioeconomy_discussed_among_nordic_and_southern_cone_experts_in_a_finceal_seminar_held_in_argentina/
http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/443/cooperation_on_bioeconomy_discussed_among_nordic_and_southern_cone_experts_in_a_finceal_seminar_held_in_argentina/
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Brazil, Uruguay and Chile discussed cooperation opportunities related to several bioeconomy sub-

topics. 

Panel in CILAC 2018: Cooperation between academia and local actors 

 

FinCEAL Plus LAC component co-organized a panel discussion at the Open Science Forum for Latin 

America and the Caribbean (CILAC 201816) together with Aalto University, University of Helsinki, 

Perpendicular (Guatemala), and Design Your Action (Mexico) in Panama City in October 2018. The 

topic of the panel was cooperation between academia and local actors in projects promoting 

sustainable cities and territories17. 

Singapore-Finland Research Seminar on Metabolic Diseases 

 

FinCEAL Plus Asia component, the Embassy of Finland in Singapore and the National University of 

Singapore, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, organized a high-level research seminar focusing on 

STI Cooperation in personalized health and metabolic diseases18, in Singapore, 28 November 

2018. The seminar was organized on the occasion of the visit of Ms. Pirkko Mattila, Minister of 

Social Affairs and Health, to Singapore and with the Guest of Honor Mr. Gan Kim Yong, the Minister 

for Health of Singapore attending the seminar. The seminar gathered health experts from 

Singapore and Finland to present and discuss about personalized health and metabolic disease 

related topics. The cooperation initiatives suggested to contribute to the World Health Organisation 

(WHO) efforts to address the growing challenges of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) and health 

related sustainable development goals discussed during that week. 

Participation in international and national events 

In addition to organizing various workshops and seminars, UniPID was represented by 

coordination unit members and as part of UniPID projects in a great variety of national and 

international events.  

  

                                                           
16 https://forocilac.org/en/ 
17 

http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/442/unipid_finceal_panel_at_cilac_2018_on_cooperation_between_academia_and_local_actors_in_p

rojects_promoting_sustainable_cities_and_communities/ 
18 http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/445/finceal_plus_asia_singapore-finland_research_seminar_on_metabolic_diseases_-

_how_to_win_the_war_on_diabetes__in_singapore_on_28th_of_november_2018_was_a_success/ 

https://forocilac.org/en/
http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/442/unipid_finceal_panel_at_cilac_2018_on_cooperation_between_academia_and_local_actors_in_projects_promoting_sustainable_cities_and_communities/
http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/442/unipid_finceal_panel_at_cilac_2018_on_cooperation_between_academia_and_local_actors_in_projects_promoting_sustainable_cities_and_communities/
http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/445/finceal_plus_asia_singapore-finland_research_seminar_on_metabolic_diseases_-_how_to_win_the_war_on_diabetes__in_singapore_on_28th_of_november_2018_was_a_success/
http://www.unipid.fi/en/news/445/finceal_plus_asia_singapore-finland_research_seminar_on_metabolic_diseases_-_how_to_win_the_war_on_diabetes__in_singapore_on_28th_of_november_2018_was_a_success/
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EVENT ROLE 

January 

MINEDU’s Internationalization forum and Team Finland Knowledge 

Network launch event, Helsinki 
Participant 

February 

Development Days 2018, Helsinki Side event organizer 

April 

EU-Africa relations – how can we achieve a win-win situation?, Helsinki Session moderator 

May 

Spring Forum for International Affairs 2018, Jyväskylä Panel organizer  

June 

UN Multistakeholder Forum on STI for the SDG's, New York 
Delegation organizer and 

Participants 

July 

PRE-LEAP-RE Kick-Off Meeting, Brussels Presenter, Participant 

August 

SANORD Conference 2018, Jyväskylä 

Conference organizer, 

SANORD council member, 

Working group organizer 

Research Service Days 2018, Helsinki Participant 

October 

Nordic -Argentine Contact Seminar for HEI’s, Buenos Aires, Argentina Participant 

November 

PRE-LEAP-RE Project Meeting, Nairobi, Kenya Participant, Presenter 

December 

PRE-LEAP-RE 1st Strategic Workshop on Preparing for an EU-Africa EJP 

Cofund on Renewable Energy Research, Brussels, Belgium 
Presenter, Session Rapporteur  
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6. Societal advocacy in 2018 

Development policy and universities’ global responsibility 

 

In 2018, UniPID’s major policy contributions focused on the follow up of MEC’s 

internationalization strategy for higher education and research, on piloting an administrative 

service for the MFA for commissioned studies on development, and on the initiative to highlight 

Finland’s role in responding to the global crisis of education.  

UniPID continued to be represented in the Finnish Development Policy Committee (DPC) by 

professor Jussi Pakkasvirta from the University of Helsinki and Katarina Frostell from Åbo Akademi 

as his substitute. UniPID was also represented in the Finnish Scholars at Risk (SAR) steering 

committee by professor Elina Oinas from the University of Helsinki and UniPID Coordinator Johanna 

Kivimäki.  

UniPID also continued its close cooperation with the Finnish Society for Development Research 

(FSDR) throughout 2018. As in previous years, the UniPID Coordinator acted as an active member 

of the society’s board. 

 

MEC’s Internationalization forum 

 

UniPID nominated Tino Johansson from University of Helsinki, and the UniPID Coordinator 

Johanna Kivimäki to represent UniPID in MEC’s forum for international affairs of higher education 

and research (KV-foorumi). The forum is meant to follow up and guide the implementation of the 

new internationalization strategy. The UniPID Coordinator also co-chaired the global responsibility 

subgroup of the forum, with the task of defining the objectives and indicators related to HEIs global 

responsibility, as well as to integrate crosscutting global responsibility objectives throughout the 

action plan. In 2018, the working group proposed the following four cross cutting objectives or 

perspectives: Genuinely global perspective to internationalization; Diversifying partnerships and 

cooperation modes; Strengthening and highlighting themes related to global sustainable 

development in education, research and social interaction; and Strengthening Finland’s role in the 

international community in responding to global challenges. These were discussed in a forum 

meeting, and the results of the session were published in a blog text19 by the chairs of the subgroup.  

 

Administrative service for the MFA for commissioned studies on development 

 

In 2018, UniPID launched a new policy impact activity, piloting an administrative service for the 

MFA for commissioned studies related to development policy20. UniPID’s service aims to identify 

the most suitable available researchers for studies commissioned by the MFA, and to create the 

administrative framework to facilitate reciprocal cooperation between researchers and ministry 

officials. There is a limited amount of funding reserved for these commissioned studies for the 

years 2018–2020. The objective of this activity is to increase interaction and diversify the dialogue 

                                                           
19 https://kvlinjaukset.wordpress.com/2018/11/22/kv-foorumi-haastaa-korkeakouluyhteison-pohtimaan-globaalia-vastuuta/ 

 
20 http://unipid.fi/for-society/commissioned-studies/ 

https://kvlinjaukset.wordpress.com/2018/11/22/kv-foorumi-haastaa-korkeakouluyhteison-pohtimaan-globaalia-vastuuta/
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between researchers and ministry officials. The studies aim to respond to the knowledge needs of 

MFA officials and offer them different perspectives to the topics they are working with. Thematically, 

the studies are focused on issues that have strategic importance for the MFA, or on questions 

related to operative development policy work or development cooperation. The wider goal is to 

increase knowledge-based development policy planning, decision-making and development 

cooperation.  

 

Education sector development cooperation  

 

The MFA initiated a process in 2018, to highlight Finland’s role in responding to the global crisis 

of education. In the spring, a series of stakeholder consultations took place, with UniPID being 

represented by the UniPID Coordinator. On the basis of these consultations, the MFA published a 

report titled Stepping up Finland's global role in education21, where UniPID was mentioned as one 

of the important actors to bring the process forward. In the fall, Professor Elina Lehtomäki 

(University of Oulu) from the UniPID board was nominated to represent UniPID in a national working 

group on education sector development cooperation, established by the MFA and MEC. In this 

work, UniPID highlighted especially the systemic approach, which encompasses all levels of 

education, from early childhood education to higher education. UniPID has also offered to 

contribute to strengthening the expertise of Finnish education sector development cooperation 

actors on development-related knowledge and understanding of local contexts.  

International science policy processes 

In 2018, UniPID continued to contribute to important international science policy processes to 

support and advance Finnish research, and Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) cooperation 

with third countries related to global challenges. To foster the Finnish scientific community’s 

participation in the bi-regional cooperation between EU and Africa, UniPID participated in the EU-

AU High Level Policy Dialogue Working Group Meeting on Food and Nutrition Security and 

Sustainable Agriculture, organized in The Hague, Netherlands, in April.  

In addition, FinCEAL Plus provided 7 policy comments for Finnish Ministries, including the 

input for the action plans of the Team Finland Knowledge network nodes in Argentina, US, China 

and Singapore. 

In the sphere of cooperation between Finland and Africa, UniPID contributed to the following 

processes: 

EDCTP3 - Recommendations for FP9 

Information on Higher Education cooperation with Namibia for Mika Lintilä's ministerial visit 

Information on Finnish-South Africa Research and Innovation Cooperation for Minister Virolainen's visit to 

South Africa 

 

                                                           
21 https://um.fi/documents/35732/0/UM_case_education_loppuraportti.pdf/a77c91c5-c6eb-ee2e-e38d-602ee8dd4d36 

 

https://um.fi/documents/35732/0/UM_case_education_loppuraportti.pdf/a77c91c5-c6eb-ee2e-e38d-602ee8dd4d36
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To advance Finnish STI cooperation with Asia, UniPID contributed to the following STI policy 

processes and partnerships:  

ASEM SDG symposium in Vietnam  

EU-ASEAN Joint Funding Scheme, part II 

ASEM-China Symposium in Finland 

 

The FinCEAL Plus project continued to have an important role in UniPID’s advocacy work in 

2018, and it has also been central in supporting the opportunities of Finnish researchers and 

institutions to increase cooperation with partners in the Global South. Through the FinCEAL Plus 

Continuation project, UniPID awarded a total of 77 travel grants to Finnish researchers and experts, 

91 % of which were relevant to science policy. These included 42 targeted travel grants to facilitate 

the participation and contribution of Finnish research community in specific events related to 

international research, higher education, and STI policy dialogues.  

7. Communications 

 

The dissemination of relevant calls, courses and events towards the scientific community and 

students was conducted through the UniPID website, the mailing list, newsletters, Facebook and 

LinkedIn.  

Between 1 January and 31 December 2018, 15 714 users visited the UniPID website in a total 

of 26 171 sessions, which means that the audience remained a similar size when compared to the 

numbers from 2017. In total, page views added up to 79 117 during the year. The busiest months 

in terms of users visiting the website were January, August, September and October. The least 

amount of traffic took place during the summer, especially in July, when many enjoy their summer 

vacation. The most popular page was the Virtual Studies front page22, which accounted for 19 % of 

all page views. The second most popular page was the UniPID Front Page23, which received 9.1 % 

of total views.  

UniPID presence on Facebook continued to increase, the amount of followers increasing by 64 

during 2018. As for post reach, a total of six posts with the most extensive reach exceeded 900 

users. Out of these six, two were notifications about the Master’s Award submission deadline, one 

was a job posting, two were notifications about a call for travel grants and one a picture post from 

an event. 

In total, 21 Newsletters were sent in 2018, including 10 UniPID newsletters and 11 FinCEAL 

Plus newsletters. The subscriber count on the UniPID mailing list increased slightly, while the 

subscriber count on the FinCEAL Plus mailing list decreased slightly. However, the performance of 

all of the newsletters was solid throughout the year. Compared to average opening rate of 

newsletters in the field of education and training (21.8 %), 17 out of the 21 sent in 2018 exceeded 

                                                           
22 http://www.unipid.fi/en/courses/  
23 http://www.unipid.fi/  

http://www.unipid.fi/en/courses/
http://www.unipid.fi/
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this score, with all 10 UniPID newsletters exceeding even 25 % opening rates. Thus, it can be 

concluded the subscriber base remains interested in what UniPID’s newsletters have to offer. 

Developing communications continued to be in the focus in 2018. The Coordination Unit 

continued to track performance reports that services such as Facebook, Google Analytics and 

Mailchimp provide, in order to gauge the interest of the audience and to keep the provided content 

interesting and fresh.  

The project to update and redesign the www.unipid.fi website continued in 2018. The new site 

will be available for the public in 2019. 

 

 
Subscribers/likes 

January 2018 

Subscribes/likes 

December 2018 

Change percentage  

 

UniPID mailing list 542 510 -5,9 % 

UniPID newsletter * 847 856 +1,1 % 

FinCEAL Plus newsletter * 613 605 -1,3 % 

UniPID Facebook followers 1124 1188 +5,7 % 

UniPID LinkedIn 176 186 + 5,7 % 

 


