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16-17 AUGUST
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1 Day Conference, Hackathon, 
Capacity Building Programme 
and a Technology Hall of Fame.
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WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA?

The SA Innovation Summit is a platform for nurturing, developing and showcasing South African innovation, 

as well as facilitating thought-leadership around Innovation. The initiative brings together corporates, 

thought leaders, inventors, entrepreneurs, academia and policy makers to amplify South Africa’s renowned 

competitive edge and inspire sustained economic growth. We’ve compiled this profile to give you all the 

information you need to understand what the Summit is all about, what it hopes to achieve and most 

importantly, how you can get involved and be a game changer within South Africa’s innovation realm!

What does the SA Innovation Summit seek to do?
• Collaborate with government, academia and industry to build a South African system for innovation on 

a practical level.

• Encourage mutually beneficial deal-making between innovators and investors.

• Provide a platform where innovators can participate, grow their know-how and connections, and make 

their ideas come to life. 

Nine years in the making
The first Summit was held in 2008, and attended by around 80 people. Over the past nine years, it has 

grown into a premier event on the South African innovation calendar, and in 2016, more than 500 delegates 

are expected at the main Summit event in Gauteng in September, and 8000 at the Market on the Edge. 

Since its inception, the Summit has helped more than 500+ entrepreneurs and innovators bring their 

products to market over the years, and facilitated deal making between numerous corporates and inventors. 

In 2016, the theme is Accelerate-Innovate-Ignite!
What this means is that we are looking beyond great ideas; we are interested in how great ideas become 

innovations and how these innovations can be accelerated to reach the market for social, environmental 

and/or financial impact. The Summit provides the tools, knowledge, networking and funding opportunities, 

competitions, discussions and introductions necessary to help take innovations from idea to market. 

Initiatives and events that form part of our 2016 calendar
• On 16, 17, and 18 August, a high impact Thought Leader series of events will happen in Cape Town, 

starting with a speaker conference at the Cape Town Stadium. 

• At the same time, a hackathon will be taking place in Khayelitsha. We will close this series with a Cape 

Town based Pitching Den that will lead into the SA Innovation Summit.

• Various lead -up events will take place in Pretoria and Johannesburg in association with Impact Hub, 

focussing on green innovation and Social Innovation. Dates will be announced on the website and in 

social media.

This year, a series of events will be presented in Cape Town and Ekurhuleni, 
with the annual SA Innovation Summit to be held in Gauteng, 

from the 21st to the 24th of September.
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2016 INNOVATION SUMMIT
21 - 24 of September
Birchwood Hotel, Gauteng.

The Summit offers a host of exciting, thought-provoking and game-changing events throughout the four 

days. 

• Presentations

• Workshops

• Plenary sessions

• CEO panel debates

• Breakaway sessions with specialist workshops in themed streams 

• Closed round-table discussions 

• Video streaming to 5 African countries 

• Summit after-party for all delegates, including the Pitching Den and Inventor’s Garage Awards

This is an interactive exhibition and showcase platform intended to make 

innovation come alive through the senses! Open to all delegates and the general 

public (at R80 p/p), the Market takes place from  to 23 - 24 September outside 

the venue  and will have a number of food and drink stalls, networking and chill 

areas, as well as many unique thinkers showcasing, demonstrating and selling 

their innovative products. This is the perfect opportunity for members of the 

public to get a taste of the Summit and the world of SA innovation.

The Inventors Garage is an online competition that allows finalists to exhibit 

their invention, prototype or design in the Market on the Edge. The objective 

of the Inventors Garage is to facilitate match-making between inventors, 

entrepreneurs and incubators or venture capitalists or other potential partners. 

This is an ideal platform for inventors to gain access to funding or incubation. 

This is also a highlight of the Summit and a key touch point that allows for an 

experience in the shoes of an inventor. This year, the aim is to have 44 exhibitors 

with a target prize value of R 1.3 million.

The pitching den competition focuses on start-ups of up to R 100 000 000 

turnover. This is for the real movers and shakers of the innovation world. 

Entrepreneurs, researchers, inventors and innovators are invited to present their 

innovative ideas, prototypes and inventions to a panel of judges. The aim is to 

match as many inventors with incubators, funders, IP specialists and markets as 

possible. This competition will lead into our Legends Hall of Fame where we will 

recognise the top cadre after the summit. The average duration of a pitch will be 

8 minutes and we expect no less than 30 pitches to be made at this year’s event!

PITCHING DEN
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The Innovation Hall of Fame highlights and celebrates the remarkable individuals 

whose innovations have made a real impact, both in South-Africa and abroad.  We 

will induct a stellar class of innovators on the eve of the first day of the SA Innovation 

Summit main event.  This will be followed by a touring exhibition that will make 

its way around South-Africa, showcasing the inspirational journeys of innovators 

and spreading inspiration around unique developments, innovative intellectual 

property, products, technologies, systems, designs and businesses.

This platform profiles different financial support and investment mechanisms 

available in SA for companies at different phases of their growth cycle and allows 

inventors to connect and meet with funders. 

This space is dedicated to inspiring South Africans to come up with their best ideas 

to make our country a better place. The Youth Day will focus on youth development 

in terms of entrepreneurship and innovation. We invite high school pupils with 

an interest in business, science, and technology to attend. A variety of workshops 

will ensure a relevant, content rich, inspiring programme, with skills being taught 

around communication, design, entrepreneurship, out-the-box thinking and 

much more. This year we are also launching a Junior Inventors’ Garage as part of 

the Youth Day - an ideal platform for young inventors to gain access to funding or 

incubation as they leave school to start their careers. 

Hackathons are high impact events with lasting and exciting results. Over 24 hours, 

teams strategise and code around a theme provided at the pre-Hackathon briefing. 

Our Hackathons are professionally managed by experienced consultants who have 

access to Hacker communities in SA and beyond. A Hackathon can be utilised for 

various outcomes, dependent on the topic to be worked on. 

The Spark Book is the high quality Summit publication, with all information 

summarised. The book will be given to all Summit Conference Delegates as part of 

their welcome pack.

HALL OF FAME
INNOVATION

YOUTH DAY 

HACKATHON

SPARK BOOK
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This is a truly exciting time for 

entrepreneurs, corporates and inventors in South Africa; 

a time when it’s possible to activate and realise your 

greatest visions, ideas, ambitions and dreams!

THIS IS MY 

MOVEMENT!

THE GAME CHANGERS
Innovative Corporates are invited to become a partner in the country’s most exciting and life-changing 

innovation event. The Summit provides a space for co-creation, content creation, the mobilisation of 

outcomes, showcasing, matchmaking and deal-making. 

Thought leaders have the opportunity to showcase thought-leadership by participating in the SA 

Innovation Summit as a speaker. 

Entrepreneurs get to engage with all the right people, learn and interact, participate in this year’s 

competitions and pitch their ideas. 

Inventors can take advantage of the opportunity to be matched with the country’s most innovative 

corporates through a match-and-invest platform, and utilise a hosted space where investors and inventors 

can discuss ideas and even make deals. 

Policymakers have the opportunity to effect real change – by driving a Provincial lead-up event, writing 

great enabling policies that support a culture for innovation, and letting the SA Innovation team build and 

map provincial ecosystems. 
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SWISS INVOLVEMENT
Switzerland has been the No. 1 country for Innovation systems for many years. This year, the SA Innovation 

Summit will be working closely with Swiss innovators and entrepreneurial game-changers, giving the 

summit an international flavour, while still remaining true to its African roots. 

By partnering with the Swiss Start-up Summit; we are connecting South Africa’s most inventive inventors 

and enterprising entrepreneurs with the Global Community. For the first time, local inventors will have the 

opportunity to connect with both local and international investors, advisors and programmes!

WHAT WILL YOU BRING TO THE TABLE?

Content: 

Your thought-

leadership, vision, 

processes, success 

stories, guidance and 

know-how. 

Creation:

Ideas, inventiveness, 

prototypes, 

imagination and 

passion. 

Enablement: 

Acceleration, 

incubation, 

programmes and 

funding support.

Implementation: 

Tools, culture, best 

practice, exhibiting 

and rewarding. 

GET INVOLVED. BE A GAME CHANGER. 

We provide the Platform but YOU provide the content!
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2016 INNOVATION SUMMIT PROGRAMME

The full programme will be made available on our website www.innovationsummit.co.za as soon as it is 

finalised. Please also check the website for entry mechanisms into the various competitions, our call for 

papers, as well as registration for the event. 

We are extremely grateful to our sponsors and enablers
If you would like to know more about sponsorship opportunities, please contact Dr Audrey Verhaeghe on 

082 5780 728 or via email at audrey@innovationsummit.co.za. 

The organisers are excited about the direction the 2016 SA Innovation Summit is taking. We want to get 

as many people on board as possible, so we ask that you join and share this far and wide among 
your innovation networks.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-sa-innovation-summit
https://www.facebook.com/sainnovation/?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/innovsummit

	twitter: 
	facebook: 
	linkedin: 


