
 

 

                      
 

Science, Technology and 

Innovation Crossroads - Global Lessons  

from cooperation among Academia and Private and Third Sectors 

 
Workshop Descriptions, Thursday 27th October 
Event Hotel Huone, Länsisatamankatu 16, Helsinki  

 

WORKSHOP 1: FinCEAL+ ASIA: Inter-sectoral Research Cooperation - Focus Asia 

Chair: Dr. Jarkko Mutanen - UniPID FinCEAL+ Asia Coordinator 

The Workshop introduces interesting speakers and their case examples of research cooperation 

between universities and industry and other stakeholders in several regions in Asia including India, 

Southeast Asia, China and Japan. The objectives of workshop are to: 

● Provide a space to discuss the opportunities and challenges related to cooperation between 

universities, businesses and other stakeholders in joint projects focused on Asia 

● Discover untapped opportunities for cooperation 

● Identify and highlight current successful practices for cooperation 

 

Presentations: 

● Toward Meaningful Technology for Seniors: Our Collaborative Research Activities - Dr. Kentaro 

Watanabe, AIST/VTT 

● Clean Air - from Russian Far East to Sri Lanka 

● Dr. Joni Kujansuu, University of Helsinki 

● Successful STI partnership promoting commercial cold-water aquaculture in Vietnam - Dr. 

Hannu Mölsä, FIC Consulting 

● Experiences on Building Business Ecosystem for Sustainable Technology and Services in 

India - Prof. Mikko Ruohonen, University of Tampere 

● Gamified Solutions in Healthcare - Exergaming Experiences in Finland and Asia - Dr. Mika 

Luimula, Turku University of Applied Sciences 

WORKSHOP 2: UNIPID - Exploring the Crossroads for Inter-sectoral Research Collaboration for 

Sustainable Development 

Chair: Johanna Kivimäki, UniPID & Facilitator: Sara Lindeman, Aalto School of Business 

The workshop will discuss collaboration between academic research and the private sector, 

specifically related to global challenges and development research involving cooperation with third 

countries (Africa, Asia and LAC regions). We will discuss the challenges and opportunities with cross-

sector partnerships, as well as the soft skills and best practices for such collaborations. The aims are 

to:  

● Discuss the development of the Finnish research environment in the context of the increasing 

global trend of cross-sector collaboration and university-society linkages;  

● Explore and map different ways in which researchers can collaborate with private sector 

actors and form public-private partnership networks; 

● Engage participants in self-reflection on how to face the challenges and enhance 

collaboration between different sectors. 

 

The workshop will include academic introductions to the context and practicalities of inter-sectoral 

research cooperation by: 

● Elias Pekkola, University of Tampere School of Management 

● Sara Lindeman, Aalto School of Business.  

 

These presentations will be followed by open discussion, and also practical exercises enabling self-

reflection.  

  



 

 

WORKSHOP 3: Plan International Finland - New Tools for Development: Design Thinking Workshop 

Facilitator: Mika Välitalo, Senior Specialist - Technology, Innovation and Transparency  

Want to turn a challenge into a solution? This workshop introduces you to Human Centered Design 

Thinking which is increasingly used in the field of development. In the practical session we’ll explore 

how ideation, fast prototyping and direct end-user feedback will help you to detect better solutions 

quicker. In addition to the 2 hour hands-on group work you’ll also hear successful case examples and 

brainstorm on how to apply these tools to your own work.    

 


