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1. Background information on EU-CELAC Policy Dialogue1  

 

European Union (EU) – Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) Summit in 2010 adopted Madrid Action 

Plan in order to develop and reinforce bi-regional cooperation in six fields. The first of these fields is 

Science, Research, Innovation and Technology. 

 

The main objective in this area is to develop the “EU-LAC Knowledge Area” through: 

1. improving cooperation in research and innovation; 

2. strengthening scientific and technological capacities, and infrastructures; 

3. supporting research, innovation and knowledge sharing taking into account the 

contribution of ancestral and traditional knowledge; 

4. boosting the use of new technologies and technology transfer underpinning sustainable 

socio-economic development; 

5. fostering cooperation between both regions with respect to the digital economy and the 

reduction of the digital divide for improving competitiveness while making social inclusion 

a cross-cutting issue. 

 

The Joint Initiative for Research and Innovation, called JIRI, was endorsed by the 2010 Madrid Summit 

Action Plan. Its mandate is, among others, to “establish regular bi-regional dialogue on science, 

research, technology and innovation to consolidate EU-LAC cooperation and to update common 

priorities, encourage mutual policy learning and ensure the proper implementation and effectiveness of 

cooperation instruments”. The JIRI is implemented through 6 thematic Working Groups: Information and 

Communication Technologies (ICT) for meeting societal challenges, Bioeconomy, Renewable Energies, 

Biodiversity and Climate Change, Cross-cutting issues, and Health.  

 

The ICT for Societal Challenges Working Group is co-led by The Chilean National Commission for 

Scientific and Technological Research (CONICYT) and VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland. Its aim 

is to enhance the cooperation and integration of Latin America and the Caribbean and the European 

Union in ICT and thereby contribute to the mutual development of policies and inclusiveness in the field. 

With the aim of targeting the societal challenges broadly, the work of the ICT group is focused on Smart 

Cities, and Living Labs, e-Inclusion, e-Health, addressing the global challenges of social cohesion, 

inclusiveness, sustainability and innovation for the benefit of the populations both in Latin America, the 

Caribbean and Europe. These four topics have been identified by the SOM Working Group on ICT as 

central for the development and cooperation among both regions. 

 

2. Thematic area background in Latin America, Caribbean and the European Union 

 

Smart city development is in the agendas of both European Commission, and many European cities 

themselves. In the area of smart cities, the focus is among others in smart and energy efficient 

buildings, smart transport solutions, low emission energy systems, intelligent city infrastructures (e.g. 

for waste and water management). However, perhaps the biggest potential and challenge lies in 

interconnecting different data sources, systems and applications.  

 

On one hand, Latin American cities share with European cities growing concerns about improving 

mobility, energy efficiency, environmental preservation and promotion of economic development. On the 

other hand, they have incorporated to the Smart cities agenda issues related to addressing key societal 

                                                             
1 As presented in the thematic report on Information and Communication Technology by the EU-CELAC SOM Working Group on 

ICT for Societal Challenges, March 2014. 
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challenges such as population growth, social inequality and income equity, quality of education and 

models for access and financing, improvement of public transportation systems and urban 

infrastructure, environmental challenges, sustainable energies, as well as the incorporation of new 

technologies, and social innovation, among others. Another key challenge to consider is research 

uptake - in the case of Chile in particular, the Government and agencies have invested heavily in 

developing entrepreneurship and innovation, however, this is knowledge is atomized in the universities 

and the transfer of know-how into the industry has been limited. 

EU’s Horizon 2020 programme (Excellent Science, Industrial Leadership and Societal Challenges) 

brings new opportunities to build and support the kind of research and innovation partnerships that are 

in the interest of both Europe and the LAC region. Furthermore, Horizon 2020 is emphasizing the need 

for a closer relationship between academia and the private sector in order for research to yield 

innovation and to drive sustainable economic growth. 

 

3. Aim of the Seminar 

In line with the objectives of the Madrid Action Plan, this seminar aims to support and improve EU-

CELAC bi-regional cooperation in research and innovation through knowledge sharing in the field of 

Smart Cities as well as boost the use of new technologies and technology transfer for sustainable socio-

economic development. The program of the seminar will include key note speeches by top experts 

followed by parallel interactive group sessions focusing on the specific thematic areas of the seminar as 

well as the expertise and interests of the participants. 

 

Experts on Smart Cities from industry and academia, as well as Government representatives and other 

stakeholders from both regions are invited to present and discuss current challenges and successful 

practices in tackling questions related to the implementation of Smart Cities initiatives, especially in the 

areas of Smart Transport and Smart Energy production and use. In sustainable urban mobility the key 

focus is in alternative energies, public transport, efficient logistics, and planning, including seamless 

multimodal transport. For sustainable energy production and use the focus is in districts and cities in 

improving the energy efficiency of buildings and districts. In addition the focus is in increasing the share 

of renewable energy sources used and an efficiently used and operated energy system, with improved 

livability of urban communities.  

 

The concrete objectives of the Seminar are to: 

 Provide a platform for different stakeholders to share their expertise and experiences related to 

Smart Cities in both regions; 

 Identify and highlight current successful practices for mutual learning;  

 Discover untapped opportunities for cooperation and establish new partnerships in Science, 

Technology and Innovation between the two regions; 

 Strengthen the participation of the private sector from both regions in STI partnerships;  

 Identify new business opportunities and incentivize long term win-win commercial relations and 

formation of concrete new projects 

 Explore the possibility of making it an annual event  

 

In order to assure the tangibility of the presented objectives, the city of Antofagasta in Northern Chile 

will be used as a concrete case example in the seminar. This zone is the heart of the mining industry in 

Chile, and is the most industrialized city after Santiago. Despite the economic importance of the city, 

the transport system as well as urban and energy infrastructures do not reflect the level of production of 
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the area. The potential for creating successful cooperation projects in the area is high, with good 

possibilities for obtaining sponsors from the mining industry. 

 

4. Expected Outcomes and Follow-up 

 

The seminar aims to provide a basis for developing concrete innovation cooperation initiatives both in 

research and business. Based on the outcomes of the seminar and feedback gathered from 

participants, a seminar report with recommendations for future collaboration will be elaborated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


