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Course structure 



Rules of the game 

 Assessment: Grading (in the scale of 1-5), will be 
based on individual student essay and active 
participation 

 Participation in at least 50% of the discussion topics 
(minimum of 10 topics)  



Course forum 

 The first discussion topic is set by the 
instructors 
 

 The questions usually do not have a single 
answer (may be controversial), usually based on 
a real case, timely, interesting (stimulating)  
 

 The students are encouraged to post their own 
discussion topics 
 

 The students are also encouraged to forward 
their personal opinions 

 



Course forum 

 However, they are also expected to form 
their arguments based on literature 

 

 The instructors make comments or give 
replies to some of the questions raised by the 
students. Instructors act also like 
facilitators. 

 

 Students are informed and allowed to quote 
from the discussion forum in their 
assignments and essays. 

 
 



Course forum 

 When students post comments they relate to 
their countries of origin and field of study 
 

 Students also learn from each others 
comments, i.e. there is communication among 
students and between students and 
instructors 

 Very time consuming and intensive (timing is 
very important!) 

 
 

 
 

 



Course forum 

 Save your discussions/answers from previous 
years as many of the arguments are still valid 

 

 Share the work by including other 
researchers or teachers for short times 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Discussion forum example 











Course forum 

Compared to the class room discussion the 
discussion in the virtual course form are:  
 

 The comments by students are well-thought 
through – can take time to think over the issue  

 

 Comments may be backed by citing from 
literature 

 

 The comments are posted any time of the day or 
any day in the week 

 

 



Thank you! 


